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Above: The unveiling of the new Tawa Memorial, seen 
here guarded by the Catafalque Party provided by the New 
Zealand Defence Force Joint Operations Health Group, 
Trentham. Below: A crowd of around 200 listens as students 
from Tawa College read the names of those from the Tawa 
district who died in service of their country.  
Photos courtesy The Lions Club of Tawa.

New memorial honours Tawa’s Fallen
It could not have been a better Wellington day for the 
Unveiling and Dedication Service at the new Tawa War 
Memorial. No wind, plenty of sunshine, and a tui which 
sang its little heart out right through the One Minute’s 
Silence. There was a crowd of over 200, a band drawn 
from the RNZAF Band, a catafalque party from the New 
Zealand Defence Force’s Joint Operations Health Group; 
and honoured guest Vice Chief of the NZ Defence Force, 
Air Vice-Marshal Kevin Short. Morning tea was served 
afterwards at the nearby Tawa RSA.  
Bruce Murray, Chair of Tawa Historical Society. 

Oral history opportunity
If you’ve ever had a passing interest in recording oral his-
tory, now’s your chance to dive in. A series of practical 
and engaging workshops is being run in Wellington over 
the coming months to equip people with the basic skills 
to obtain professional standard oral histories. The two-
day introductory course is on 24 June. The series is run 
by Alexander Turnbull Library which holds over 15,000 
recorded interviews in its collection. Download the enrol-
ment form here. 

Awards acknowledge Wellington volunteers
Nominations for the 2017 Community Awards are now 
open and can be made online until they close on Wednes-
day 31 May. Celebrating volunteers and non-profit or-
ganisations, the Awards have featured WRHPC members 
in previous years. Nominations are taken by the five 
Wellington region Councils in five categories: Arts and 
Culture, Education/Child Youth Development, Health and 
Wellbeing, Heritage and Environment, Sport and Leisure. 

Thanks to the many contributors to this issue, which is generously funded by The 
Lion Foundation and a Member’s donation. We are always interested to hear what 
you have been doing. Anne Taylor, Editor. E: editor@wrhpc.org.nz T: 04 388 6584 | 
M: 027 489 0704.
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All nominees are invited to a local Awards function in early 
October, and the event includes a Rising Star category. Ap-
plications can be made online up until 31 May.
See http://wellington.govt.nz/services/community-and-
culture/volunteers/community-awards.

Kahungunu exhibition celebrates ‘enduring 
peace’
The largest exhibition of Ngäti Kahungunu taonga ever to 
go on display is currently on show at Aratoi – Wairarapa 
Museum of Art & History, Masterton. Two years in the 
making, it brings together around 200 historical items 
from Aratoi’s collection and throughout New Zealand 
and the world. Highlights include a 7.5m-long waka, and 
12 Gottfried Lindauer portraits of influential Kahungunu 
leaders.

Te marae o Rongotaketake - Redressing our Kahungunu History 
explores key events in Wairarapa history from pre-colo-
nial times to the 2.5 million acres of land that was taken 
from the iwi under duress after the arrival of Europeans. 
It also recognises Wairarapa’s history as a ‘bloodless 
province’, where no blood was spilled between Maori and 
Pakaeha in colonial times, and presents information about 
the iwi’s forthcoming Treaty settlement.  
www.aratoi.org.nz.

Cities under the spotlight in new book
Wellington historian Ben Schrader, author of The Big 
Smoke: New Zealand Cities 1840 – 1920 (published late last 
year), will present an illustrated talk on the pursuit of city 
life in New Zealand for the Onslow Historical Society 
this month. Ben’s research coincides with debates on the 
changing face of our cities, housing shortages and popula-
tion growth. The Census of 1911 marked the official tran-
sition of New Zealand from a rural to an urban society yet 
up till now we have known surprisingly little about these 
urban dwellers, the spaces in which they lived and how this 
shaped who we are today. Ben has written extensively for 
Te Ara, the online encyclopedia of New Zealand. His last 
book was We Call it Home: A History of State Housing in New 
Zealand, a finalist in the 2006 Montana Book Awards. See 
Calendar pg 6 for details. 

A voice for justice – Sarah Gaitanos
Oral historian, writer and 
researcher Dr Sarah Gaitanos 
(below right), has produced 
two acclaimed biographies: Nola 
Millar: A Theatrical Life and The 
Violinist: Clare Galambos Winter, 
Holocaust Survivor. Now she is 
writing a biography of trail-blaz-
ing lawyer and human rights 
activist, Shirley Smith (1916-
2007). Sarah will speak about 
Shirley Smith’s involvement in 
high profile gang battles, the killing of Paul Chase, and 
Shirley’s views on justice for the Mongrel Mob as part of 
this month’s Friends of Alexander Turnbull Library lecture 
programme. See Calendar pg 6 for details.  

Above: Featured in the current iwi exhibition at Aratoi is 
this waistcoat from the 1880s made from woven harakeke 
and cotton for settler Augustus Cave by his friends at Te 
Ore Ore Marae, Masterton. From the Collection of Aratoi 
Regional Trust.

http://wellington.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/volunteers/community-awards
http://wellington.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/volunteers/community-awards
http://www.aratoi.org.nz
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What next for our wharf?
Pam Hanna, Chair of the Petone Historical Society gives an update on the thorny issue of 

Petone wharf and the sister Eastbourne wharves – Rona Bay, Days Bay and Point Howard 
– all aged from 88 to 122 years old and showing signs of age.

“We were not 
allowed to swim too 
near the wharf or up 
that end of the beach 
because the water 
was bloody from the 
Gear meat works.” 
 
A memory from 
Gladys Ashby in the 
book Sun, Sand & 
Sweat – Recollections of a seaside village. The photo 
above shows Lily and Daisy Rayner enjoying a day out 
near Petone wharf ca. 1925. Reproduced courtesy of Tui 
Lewis.

A brief history of Petone’s wharves
• Jan 1840: A simple jetty is built on the Petone 
foreshore for the New Zealand Company and what 
was then Wellington’s first settlement. 
• 1884: Businessman James Gear builds a 381m long 
wharf to service the Gear meat factory following 
the first export of frozen meat to London two years 
earlier. The wharf is used to unload coal and becomes 
the permanent mooring of the converted bark Jubilee, 
which the company uses to store and ferry frozen 
meat across the harbour to the larger vessels taking 
meat to Europe. 
• 1898: Rail links have improved and Gear Meat Co. 
has no further use for the wharf. Petone Borough 
Council takes over the lease but is not able to make 
the required repairs.  
• 1901: The Gear Wharf is demolished. 
• 1908: Construction begins on the present wharf, 
designed by Wellington Harbour’s William Ferguson.
• 1909: The first heavy commercial load causes piles 
to sink and at least 32 have to be replaced. Children 
from the quarantine station at Matiu / Somes Island 
commute to school in Petone via the wharf. 
• 1976: The last commercial cargo leaves Petone 
Wharf, ushering in the current era of ferry and  
recreational use.
• 1989: Hutt City Council inherited the Petone wharf 
from the Petone Borough Council.

WHARF FULL REFURBISH REMOVE - NO  
REPLACEMENT

PARTIAL REMOVE & REFURBISH REMOVE & REPLACE

Rona Bay $1,370,000 $200,000 $580,000 $1,500,000 

Days Bay $2,076,000 n/a n/a $2,000,000 

Pt Howard $2,306,000 $400,000 n/a $3,000,000 

Petone $4,758,000 n/a $3,415,000 $8,200,000 

The 830m long Petone wharf has not 
had a lot of maintenance over the past 

decade and the Kaikoura earthquake exacerbated its dete-
rioration. So Hutt City Council has been consulting about 
some long term decisions as part of its annual plan process 
and these are summarised below. 

Total removal of the wharf has not been an option on 
the table – a relief to everyone who sees the wharf as an 
iconic part of Petone and important for recreational and 
other purposes such as fishing and wedding photos. The 
heritage aspect of the wharf has been stressed by people 
attending pubic meetings organised and hosted by the 
Petone Community Board. Feedback from the community 
via two meetings (with a total of around 100 people), plus 
online submissions, is that they want the wharf refurbished 
- preferably in full and that the gates and landward end at 
least are kept in heritage style. 

The Petone wharf is 2.5 times bigger than any of the East-
bourne wharves and while that might be seen as a greater 
liability, many would say that means it has a greater amen-
ity value. Some are saying the length could be reduced if 
absolutely necessary. The majority of submitters to HCC 
appear to want the wharf refurbished in full or in part, if 
need be. Petone Historical Society matches these views.  

The HCC is consulting about the four wharves as a pack-
age, so to some extent the future of the Petone wharf 
depends on what is decided about the three wharves in 
Eastbourne. There is a proposed wharves budget allow-
ance of $9.5M plus $2m for maintenance over the next 20 
years. 

Submissions to the HCC’s draft Annual Plan close Monday 
1 May (E: contact@huttcity.govt.nz but Petone Historical 
Society welcomes your views on this issue after this date. 
Pam Hanna E: clannad@clear.net.nz.

mailto:clannad%40clear.net.nz?subject=
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Glenside – a history told through plants

Contact Claire M: 022 186 5714 | E: cbibby426@gmail.com
Patricia T: 04 478 8350 or M: 0274 833 945
Read more about Glenside at:
http://www.glenside.org.nz/halfway-house.html
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The Heritage 
Gardeners of Glenside 

are calling for colonial and 
early settler garden plants for their 

Victorian country garden. Volunteer Claire Bibby 
explains the project that has become a passion.

“There has been a Halfway House, a resting place 
for travellers, on the old road halfway between 
Wellington and Porirua since at least 1841,” says Claire. 
She is one of six volunteers leading the restoration of a 
garden at the historic Halfway House in Glenside. 

The existing building was built in about 1885 for Margaret 
and Alexander ‘Sandy’ Brown. The house and garden is on 
land zoned Historic Reserve and is owned by Wellington 
City Council, who bought it in 1951 with money paid 
in compensation for Victoria College (now Victoria 
University) encroaching on the Town Belt.

“We are planting a garden to reflect what would have been 
growing there between 1840 and 1900,” says Claire. “We 
are keen to get cuttings and seeds from original plants 
brought out to New Zealand by early settlers or passed 
down from generation to generation over the years.” 

The original macrocarpa stumps from the earliest shelter 
belts have been retained and these frame a heritage 
orchard which was planted last year with fruit trees that 
would have been available at the time. These were named 
as growing in the orchard of a local pioneering farming 
family – the Stebbings – and listed for sale in the 1878 
Wairarapa nursery catalogue of William McCardle. Bulbs 
have been carefully gathered from abandoned early settler 
gardens in Glenside. Cuttings of lilac and kerria japonica 
came from Golder Cottage in Upper Hutt, and native 
ferns for eating from eminent Maori chef, Joe McLeod. 

“We have contacted people who lived in the old house to 
find out its garden history, however the gardeners are still 
searching for the descendants of the Brown family and the 
Watt(s) family, who previously owned the house.” One 
of Claire’s discoveries was that Glenside’s orchard grew 
both eating apples (“good winter keeprs”) and apples for 
cider-making. A book on the Stebbings family published by 
Onslow Historical Society provided helpful information.  

A volunteer watering  
the orchard and herbal ley.

Above left: The House as it looked in 
1849, and the restored House today  

on the same site.

In 2001, Claire 
made the first of 
many submissions 
to Wellington City 
Council to restore 
the house for 
community use. The house had been abandoned for about 
10 years since the last tenant had passed away and Council 
had not invested in it. However, it was not until Mayor 
Celia Wade-Brown came into office that funding was made 
available to restore the house, and a decision that Council 
and the community would work together on the project. 

“In 2016 the Mayor provided the Heritage Gardeners with 
a discretionary grant for trees and plants which to me, was 
recognition of our voluntary commitment. Sixteen years of 
plant growth were wasted but we’re on track now and our 
Northern Ward Councillors are great champions of the 
project,” says Claire. 

Claire’s grandfather founded the Ongaonga Museum in 
1966, and as a child, she used to help her grandparents and 
father in the museum in the weekends. “My grandfather 
saved plants from early settler gardens for the museum 
garden and it was only when I found myself doing the same 
thing here in Glenside, that I made the connections and 
realised he had been teaching me, through role modelling, 
what to do!”

“Creating a heritage garden is fun. We meet interesting 
people and get to learn the provenance of plants and the 
stories of how they came to be where they are growing 
today.”

mailto:cbibby426%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.glenside.org.nz/halfway-house.html


A team of dedicated locals saw the potential of a dilapidated building on Point Jerningham.
Their years of effort to restore it have finally come to fruition, as Trustee Jennifer 
Shennan explains.
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The Long Hall – a triumph of community spirit

The 
Long 
Hall, 

situated 
alongside the 

Saluting Battery, is 
a double barracks building of WWI 
design, erected on the current site in 
1947-48, to serve as the clubrooms of 
the Roseneath & Oriental Bay chapter 
of RSA.  The hall was carried there 
in partitions and erected on the site  
by returned soldiers who doubtless 
enjoyed the challenges of a peace-time 
project. 

Social gatherings included Friday night 
movie screenings, and Saturday night 
dances. There are anecdotes of (illegal) car raffles, bagpipe 
practice nights, children’s sports practices and so on taking 
place at the hall. An original Boy Scouts Hall with a dirt 
floor had been on the site for a considerable time but this 
became a lean-to of the newly positioned RSA building. 
The Scout Hall was then demolished in the late 1970s. 

The Pipes & Drums of the City of Wellington purchased 
the building from RSA for one shilling, a transaction 
witnessed by Mayor Frank Kitts. The receipt is lost but 
the story is remembered. The hall was used for years for 
practices and rehearsals, social events and for storage of 
their dress and instruments, and display of selected whisky 
label posters.  

The building was increasingly in need of maintenance and 
repairs, so in the late 90s it was about to be vacated and 
as good as left for dead, rattling in the wind and leaking in 
the rain. In the words of Fiona Kidman, recently addressing 
a book launch gathering in the now restored hall, “It 
always seemed to me like a birdcage that had been left out 
in the rain”.  

A few local folk believed that, despite appearances, a single 
storey wooden building made of heart native timbers 
was worth restoring. A charitable trust was formed, the 
building re-named The Long Hall (pun intended), and 
purchased for $5 (this accounted for inflation since the 
previous purchase, and Edmund Hillary seemed like a good 
icon). After 15 years, with co-operation from Wellington 
City Council and loyal support from The Stout Trust, the 
restoration of the building is now close to completion. 

Valuable advice and moral support came from Richard 
Sharpe of BECA Engineering, and from Prof. Andrew 
Charleson and Dr David Kernohan of VUW Architecture 
& Design School. The restoration work was originally 

tackled by Giles Kidman, and later by Sascha Wassong. A 
series of community working bees have also tamed various 
of the challenges surrounding the building. 

The hall is now an arts and community venue with regular 
sessions of Tai Chi, and is home to a Javanese gamelan 
ensemble. An Anzac Day concert is held there each year, 
following the Roseneath School Gates memorial. Recent 
speakers have included Hui Luo on ghost stories from 
17th century China, Bob Cater on hunting for the escaped 
black slaves who jumped ship from whaling boats and 
settled locally, and Gerard Crewdson on female lighthouse 
keepers in New Zealand. Gerard, whose family have lived 
locally for over six decades, recalls as a pre-schooler being 
taken to watch movies in the hall by his father who was 
Treasurer of the RSA. Good story, happy ending. Actually 
that story is ongoing…My fellow trustees are Edith 
Campbell, Barbara Lyon and Keith McEwing. Co-patrons 
are Dame Fiona Kidman and Robert Oliver, QSM.  
E: jennifershennan@xtra.co.nz.  | T: 04 384 5228.

“It always seemed to me 
like a birdcage that had 
been left out in the rain.”  
Dame Fiona Kidman

The Hall in its earlier state. 

The Long Hall after 
some much needed TLC.

mailto:jennifershennan%40xtra.co.nz.?subject=
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Calendar Dates

The Big Smoke – New Zealand Cities 1840-1920, 
Wednesday 10 May: A talk by the author Ben Schrader. 
Onslow Historical Society, K.A.T.E., 86 Khandallah Road, Khan-
dallah 7.45pm.

Model Trains temporary exhibit, Friday 12 - 
Sunday 28 May: Celebrate trains in Aotearoa with 
scale models of famous trunk lines. A must-see for train 
enthusiasts. Cable Car Museum, 1A Upland Road, Kelburn. 
Free entry.

He Tohu – A Declaration | A Treaty | A Petition, 
opening Saturday 20 May:  
A new permanent 
exhibition of three 
constitutional documents 
that shape Aotearoa New 
Zealand (The Declaration 
of Independence of the 
United Tribes of NZ; 
the Treaty of Waitangi, 
and the 1893 Women’s 
Suffrage Petition. 
National Library, corner 
Molesworth and Aitken 
Streets.  

The FoTL Founder Lecture: Footnotes to  
History, Tuesday 27 June: How does the historian 
get from footnotes to text? Or vice versa? Dr Malcolm 
McKinnon draws on his experience researching and writ-
ing New Zealand economic history to probe the often 
unpredictable journey from the archive to the book. Free 
though koha wlecome. National Library of New Zealand, cnr 
Molesworth and Aitken Streets: Ground Floor, 6.00pm.

Abel Tasman 375th Anniversary Discovery of NZ & 
Anchor lost in Tasmania, Wednesday 21 June:  
A talk by Rudiger Mack. Museum of Wellington, 7.30pm. 

Te marae o Rongotaketake – Redressing our  
Kahungunu History, until 3 September 2017: A ma-
jor exhibition charting the history of Ngäti Kahungunu and 
the contemporary issue faced by the iwi. Aratoi - Wairarapa 
Museum of Art & History, cnr Bruce & Dixon Sts, Masterton. 

Katherine Mansfield’s Russian Dream, until Sun 4 
June: An exhibition exploring the writer’s attraction to 
Russian culture. See the famous red dress portrait of Kath-
erine Mansfield, read the intimate letters to her friend, 
the Russian translator, Koteliansky, and learn how to write 
your name in Cyrillic script. Katherine Mansfield House & 
Garden, 25 Tinakori Road, Thorndon.

An ornament to the town: The band rotunda in New 
Zealand, until Friday 2 June: A celebration of the 
structures that were once central to the life of NZ towns 
and cities. Turnbull Gallery,  Level one, National Library, corner 
Molesworth and Aitken Streets. 
    
Free Brass Band performances at the National 
Library, from Friday 5 May: A series of performances 
to accompany the current exhibition An ornament to the 
town (see above). Starting with the Salvation Army’s Cita-
del Brass Ensemble, then Wellington Brass-Quad (12 May) 
and RNZAF Brass Quintet (18 May). All at Te Ahumairangi 
(ground floor), National Library, corner Molesworth and Aitken 
Streets, 12.10pm - 1.00pm.

Shirley Smith and the Mongrel Mob, Wednesday 10 
May: A talk by Dr Sarah Gaitanos on lawyer and human 
rights activist, Shirley Smith. Free though koha wlecome. 
National Library of New Zealand, 5.30pm.

Above: A NZ postcard of Thorndon Esplanade & Baths,  
Wellington, part of an exhibition on NZ’s Band rotunda’s at 
the Turnbull Gallery. (G & G Series no. 105. Printed in Berlin 
[ca 1905]. TAPUHI. From https://natlib.govt.nz/visiting/wel-
lington/the-turnbull-gallery). Above right: A scene at Wel-
lington Botanic Gardens from the 1940s by Sydney Smith. 
Silver gelatin print. (PAColl-9942-2-01; -02; -05; -06).

If you have enjoyed reading Heritage Today, why not forward the email link you received to others. We welcome donations 
towards our production costs. A donation form is on our website http://www.wrhpc.org.nz/ & scroll down to the Donate 
paragraph. Membership is $30 per year, & you’ll receive Heritage Today bimonthly, details of meetings & events, & access to an 
extensive library of newsletters. Thank you. 

http://www.wrhpc.org.nz/
http://www.wrhpc.org.nz 

