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Strength  
of faith at  
St Mary’s
The inside of St Mary of the Angels 
church in central Wellington 
looks more like an adventure park 
climbing frame than a place of 
worship as contractors continue 
their work to bring the church up 
to the new building standard (NBS).

ST MARY OF the Angels has been closed 
since a 6.5 magnitude earthquake near 
Seddon in Marlborough shook the capital 
in July 2013. While there was no damage to 
the church from this earthquake, plans for 
strengthening work were brought forward. 
Work on strengthening this significant 
heritage place of worship began on  
17 March last year. 

Replacing 10 columns, nine portals and the 
roof of the church with a 21m-high ceiling 
and stained glass windows at every turn 
has been a real challenge. Site foreman for 
the contractors, LT McGuinness Ltd, Matt 
Pattinson, says a massive steel scaffold has 
been created and placed on rail tracks so CONTINUED OVER >

it can move along the floor of the church, 
providing a safe environment for workers 
while propping up the roof.

”It creates a safe zone within the building,” said 
Matt in a recent Fairfax NZ article. “In the event 
of an earthquake, the frame is actually the 
safest place to be on-site. It’s been engineered 
to be stronger than the building itself.” 

Extensive new ground beams have been 
installed as part of the strengthening works. 
Anchors have been installed to tie the 

foundations to bedrock. The roof will also 
be strengthened and the copper on top of 
the roof replaced. The whole church will be 
redecorated to look exactly as it was before 
closing.

“Once we have finished the strengthening, 
you won’t actually notice that we have done 
anything – that’s the intention,” says Matt.

St Mary of the Angels Catholic Parish in 
Wellington has raised around $7m to date 

Site foreman, Matt Pattinson, inside St Mary’s church. (CREDIT: ROSS GIBLIN/FAIRFAX NZ)
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in its fundraising towards its target of $9.5m 
to strengthen the very significant landmark 
church. Parish Priest, Father Barry Scannell, says 
it has been a great effort by a lot of people. 

“With our fundraising continuing and all 
going well, it is our aim to re-open the 
church by Easter 2017,” says Father Scannell.

The present church, the third on this site, 
opened in 1922 and is the Parish Church of 
Wellington Central. The history of the long 
association with this site in Boulcott Street 
began when Father O’Reily, a Capuchin priest, 
arrived in Wellington in January 1843 and the 
first small church was built on this site. It was 
blessed by Bishop Pompallier in 1844. In 1874  
a larger timber church was built. In 1883 Bishop 
Redwood granted in perpetuity the Parish of  
Te Aro to the Society of Mary (Marist Fathers).

In 1918 the second church was so badly 
damaged by fire that rebuilding was 
necessary. In 1919 architect Frederick de 
Jersey Clere prepared plans for a new church. 
His design appears traditional Gothic with 
a French influence, but in reality was quite 
innovative. It was the first occasion that ferro 
concrete was used for a church of Gothic 
design. It is built of reinforced concrete 
and brick with a timber roof supported by 
concrete arches with steel tie rods. n
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EDITORIAL

BRUCE CHAPMAN

AFTER 10 YEARS as Chief Executive it is 
time for me to move on to a new challenge. 
My time with the organisation has been 
longer than I ever expected.  I was appointed 
to implement the recommendations of a 
major organisational review in 2006 and 
the challenges kept coming.  Legislative 
and policy changes, the Canterbury 
earthquakes, and the need to improve the 
financial sustainability of the organisation 
and its properties have kept us busy and 
highlighted three of the unique challenges 
associated with the conservation of New 
Zealand’s historic heritage.

Resilience – Unlike places with much longer 
histories our archaeology is recent and 
therefore shallow and easily disturbed, our 
timber buildings decay and are lost to fire, 
our old masonry buildings are unreinforced 
and are at risk from earthquakes and 
earthquake strengthening costs. Our historic 
and prehistoric settlements are located in 
flood and erosion-prone areas and our land 
is unstable.  Our heritage places are fragile 
and finite and need to be made resilient to 
survive over the long term for the benefit of 
future generations. 

Economics – Changes in the economic 
landscape also present risks and challenges 
to the long-term survival of heritage 
buildings. Globalisation of trade and 
investment, road-based bulk transport 
systems and changes in building technology 
have all combined to encourage investment 
in commercial buildings with larger 
floorplates in larger centres.  There has been 

Unique challenges 
to conserve historic 
heritage

correspondingly less investment in smaller 
centres, reduced occupancy, particularly in 
the upper storeys of older buildings, and less 
investment in maintenance and the ability to 
fund earthquake strengthening.  

Politics – Unlike our natural heritage, 
which tends to be in public ownership, 
historic heritage places are generally in 
private ownership.  Regulatory intervention 
that requires owners to conserve heritage 
values can have the effect of privatising 
the costs and socialising the benefits of 
public heritage values. The politics of this 
are never popular with property owners and 
unsurprisingly result in considerable political 
scrutiny and concern.

These challenges, however, describe a 
“glass half empty” and they also create 
opportunities to improve the survival of our 
most important sites. 

Threats to the resilience of our heritage 
places are threats shared by all land-based 
investment.  The need for planning and 
regulatory intervention is justified by 
concerns about public safety and social 
insurance. The requirement for communities 
to plan and invest creates opportunities to 
identify and prioritise heritage under threat 
and put appropriate conservation strategies 
in place.   

Similarly, changes in the economic 
geography of our towns and cities also 
present opportunities. The flexibility afforded 
by modern transport systems and digital 
technology for the delivery of both goods 

and services, combined with rapidly rising 
land values and congestion-related costs in 
major urban centres, create opportunities 
for communities with distinctive character 
and often lower costs to become attractive 
investment destinations.  Communities that 
recognise this can put policies in place to 
enhance these investment opportunities 
and make a real and positive difference.  One 
such example is the re-development of the 
warehouse precinct south of the Octagon in 
Dunedin. This has been driven by a unique 
combination of optimism, enthusiasm and 
a “whole of Council” approach at relatively 
low cost, but significant benefit, to the whole 
city.  

Finally, the politics of heritage in private 
ownership also creates opportunities for 
both owners and communities. For many 
years now, Heritage New Zealand has 
promoted and implemented a mix of policies 
which both support and regulate owners, to 
ensure that the value of owners’ investment 
in providing a public good is recognised and 
that they are not unduly penalised.  While 
some regulation will continue to form an 
important baseline for heritage protection, it 
is critical that private owners are supported 
as far as practicable by both Heritage New 
Zealand and local Councils through both 
advice and, on occasion, financial support.

Ten years on, these challenges and 
opportunities all remain.  It has been a 
privilege to have worked alongside a team 
of dedicated staff so passionately committed 
to the conservation of the places that 
reflect the achievements, significant events, 
sacrifice, ideas and values that define us as 
New Zealanders and as a nation.  I wish the 
organisation and its kaupapa the very best 
for the future. n

Nga mihi

BRUCE CHAPMAN
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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Moose Jaw lays 
foundations for 
diverse career 
Sheila Watson has recently  
been appointed Heritage  
New Zealand’s Southern Region 
General Manager. Originally 
from Canada, Sheila is putting 
her extensive work and life 
experiences to good use in 
advocating for New Zealand’s 
heritage. She talks with 
Rosemary Baird.

Q: Where are you from?
I’m from Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, 

Canada, which is on the prairies, the flattest 
place on Earth. It’s an area that has been 
inhabited for about 5,000 years. Moose Jaw is 
a small but significant provincial rural service 
centre of 35,000 people servicing ranch land 
and grain farming. 

My family have been there for over five 
generations. My great grandfather was one 
of the first white men in the area.  When they 
were building the railway across western 
Canada the land was divided into 160 acre  
(64 ha) sections which were then sold to 
settlers.  My great grandfather was a lawyer 
who undertook this process.  After the battle 
of the Little Big Horn in the United States, 
Sitting Bull escaped across the border to camp 
at Moose Jaw Creek.  One of my favourite 
memories is my great aunt retelling tales of 
looking up at breakfast and seeing legendary 
American Indian Sitting Bull and his son at 
the window when they came for their annual 
visit with my great grandfather on Boxing Day.  
The Indians lived on Reserves, but they would 

FEATURE INTERVIEW

Sheila takes in a coffee while while visiting Oamaru’s 
Victorian precinct.  (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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(LEFT) Sheila feels right at home in Canterbury.    
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

(ABOVE) With certificates to prove it, Sheila, 
flanked by her children, Matthew and Christine, at 
their New Zealand citizenship ceremony.  
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

gather for pow-wows to join in dancing, 
visiting and renewing old friendships and 
making new ones.  When I was a child I would 
often go to bed in the summer to the sound 
of the drums beating.

That’s the environment I grew up in – a long 
family history in the area and a very multicultural 
society. I lived in Moose Jaw until I went to 
the University of Guelph, in eastern Canada 
near Toronto. I studied Human Geography, 
Economics and English.  I did my planning 
degree later at the University of Otago.

Q: How did you come to live in New 
Zealand?

We came to New Zealand for my husband 
to do a post-doctorate in parasitology at 
the Invermay Research Centre in Mosgiel. I 
knew generally what New Zealand was like 
and had seen a recent article in the National 
Geographic at the time about its high country 
stations. I found this country culturally and 
socially very similar to Canada; more similar 
than the United States where we had been 
before.  

Q: Tell me about the type of work 
you’ve done in New Zealand 

I’m a resource planner and have worked 
in managing the protection and use of 
natural and physical resources with respect 

Q: What are your thoughts about the 
Canterbury earthquakes?

Post-earthquakes I worked at Meridian for 
2-3 years. I later moved to the Canterbury 
Earthquake Recovery Authority (CERA) where 
I was working in their strategic policy and 
planning team.  I think we have lost a lot of 
things in Christchurch, but it’s a fact of life and 
nature that these things happen. We need 
to learn to live with it and make the most 
of what we have now rather than dwell on 
what we’ve lost.  We also need to realise that 
what we’re building today is part of our future 
heritage.

Q: Why did you decide to join 
Heritage New Zealand? 

I think it’s interesting and important work 
and I like working with technical people. It’s 
important to manage and use your resources 
properly and I think heritage is undervalued. 
Possibly because of the low density of New 
Zealand’s population, there’s not been the 
pressure to reuse things as we have seen in 
other places.  It’s an approach that you’re 
starting to see more with the adaptive reuse 
and appreciation of heritage items. I hope 
with my experience I can add value to this 
work. There are interesting opportunities 
ahead. n 

to development.  I’ve worked in various 
organisations including the Department of 
Conservation, Lands and Survey, Ministry of 
Works and the National Institute of Water 
and Atmospheric Research (NIWA).  I was 
environmental manager at the Electricity 
Corporation of New Zealand and the hydro 
companies Meridian and Mighty River Power. 
There I also had responsibility for managing 
historic buildings – most power stations and 
hydro stations are historic sites. A number of 
them are registered. I also spent 7-8 years in 
the Environment Court as a commissioner, 
sitting on a number of cases which involved 
heritage issues.

Q: How did you come to Christchurch? 
When we first came to New Zealand 

we lived at Invermay Research Centre and 
then moved to Ruakura Research Centre in 
Hamilton for quite a few years.  I moved to 
Christchurch when I joined the Environment 
Court.  I like the environment and the climate 
in the South Island (it snows!) and the people.  
It’s a more comfortable environment for me.  
Christchurch is more like eastern Canada 
with its old buildings and deciduous trees, 
and is surrounded by the Canterbury plains, a 
more familiar environment for a girl from the 
prairies as my father used to remind me. 
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Bean Rock still shines  
30 years on
Last November marked the 30th anniversary of the 
restoration of an Auckland heritage icon. 

IN 1985 Bean Rock Lighthouse was severed 
from its wooden pillars by workmen using 
chainsaws, lifted on to a barge by a floating 
crane and transported back to the mainland 
for restoration. 

Five months later the revamped wooden 
lighthouse was safely relocated back onto its 
new piles on 22 November 1985. 

“Bean Rock Lighthouse is New Zealand’s 
oldest surviving timber-built lighthouse and, 
although unstaffed today, is the only remaining 
wave-washed lighthouse in the country,” says 
Heritage New Zealand’s Auckland Outreach 
Coordinator, Antony Phillips.

“Its distinctive hexagonal design featuring 

NORTHERN REGION

 
 

Bean Rock Lighthouse.  (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

“Bean Rock Lighthouse keepers had to live 
on-site, spending every night living on the 
beacon,” says Antony.

“Communication with the mainland from the 
lighthouse was always an issue during the time 
it was staffed. There was never a phone on the 
lighthouse, and if the keeper needed anything 
he had to hoist the New Zealand flag up the 
flagpole and wait for the Harbour Board launch.”

Ivan Anderson – son of James Anderson, the 
lighthouse keeper between 1909 and 1911 – 
became adept at Morse code, using his torch 
to flash messages to his dad from the family’s 
Marine Department house in Devonport. 

Bad weather was always a challenging time for 
the lighthouse keeper, and during significant 
storms the keeper would have to stay on Bean 
Rock for a week or even longer. The solution 
was to have stocks of tinned food in the pantry.

“The lifestyle of the Bean Rock Lighthouse 
keepers came to an end in 1912 when the 
lighthouse was handed over to the Auckland 
Harbour Board, who immediately installed an 
acetylene light replacing the original kerosene 
lamp, making Bean Rock the first automated 
lighthouse in the country,” says Antony. 

“Not only was the acetylene light brighter, it 
meant a lighthouse keeper didn’t have to be 
permanently based on Bean Rock to keep 
things going.” 

The lighthouse was connected to the shore via 
an electric cable in 1936, enabling the power of 
the light to be increased five-fold. 

“The Bean Rock Lighthouse links Auckland 
with its maritime past. Together with Rangitoto 
Island and the Auckland Harbour Bridge, it has 
become an instantly recognisable symbol.” n

cottage-style accommodation suspended 
above the water on an open frame is 
also understood to be a rare survivor 
internationally.” 

The lighthouse was registered as a Category 1 
historic place in 1989 by Heritage New Zealand. 

Bean Rock Lighthouse was built in 1871 in 
response to increased maritime traffic in the 
Waitemata Harbour as a result of the gold rush 
on the Coromandel Peninsula. The beacon first 
shone its light in July that year and has been 
operating ever since. 

Although loved by Aucklanders over the years, 
Bean Rock Lighthouse wasn’t exactly a popular 
posting for lighthouse keepers. 

“BEAN ROCK 
LIGHTHOUSE KEEPERS 
HAD TO LIVE ON-SITE, 
SPENDING EVERY NIGHT 
LIVING ON THE BEACON”    
– ANTONY PHILLIPS
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“IN TERMS OF 
FUNDRAISING WE’RE 
ALMOST THERE, WITH 
ABOUT 90 PERCENT OF 
THE TARGET REACHED”    
– BRENDON VEALE

MARCH SIGNALS the final movement 
in Heritage New Zealand’s fundraising 
campaign to reach the estimated $3.4m 
target required to rebuild and reinstall the 
Timeball tower, mechanism and flagpole 
and landscape the grounds. 

“In terms of fundraising we’re almost 
there, with about 90 percent of the target 
reached,” says Fundraising Manager, 
Brendon Veale.

“The final stage is an opportunity for 
the local community, the people of 
Christchurch and Canterbury and even 
wider to give their support with a donation. 
It really is the perfect way to lend a helping 
hand and be part of the new chapter in the 
Timeball Station’s history.

“We already know how much heritage 
supporters, and particularly Lytteltonians, 
have missed their Timeball Station through 
letters of support and comments to our 
staff in Christchurch. Like them, Heritage 
New Zealand is so happy that this project 
will soon be able to get underway on-site.”

Significant contributions from founding 
donor Landmark Inc, the Lottery Grants 
Board, Holcim New Zealand Limited and 
the Stout Trust has helped the planning and 
shaping of the project, with 1 July this year 
the planned start date for work to begin. 

As all Cantabrians can appreciate, this date 
is dependent on a range of infrastructure 
requirements being met, such as suitable 
roading and site access.

The planned rebuild has been a lengthy 
process following the Timeball Station 
being deconstructed after the June 2011 
earthquake severely damaged it.

“There has been one constant throughout 
the removal of as much of the heritage 
fabric as possible, tagging and storing of 
material, organising 3D image scanning of 
the property, working through insurance 
issues and then engaging designers for the 

rebuild after approval from Heritage New 
Zealand’s Board,” says Jan Titus, Property 
Manager for the site.

“And that’s the overwhelming public 
support to see a familiar landmark return  
to the top of the hill overlooking the 
port. Almost five years on it’s time for the 
Timeball to return.”

In the coming weeks a public appeal will be 
launched asking for donations to complete 
the fundraising target so work can begin. 
The Timeball Station was built in 1876, 
one of a network of maritime timekeeping 
sentinels around the world. The Timeball 
would drop at the same time each day to 
ensure accurate navigation.

“With the tower’s return the Timeball will 
once again be able to drop,” says Brendon. 

“Future generations will be able to 
experience the same sight as others did 
for 135 years before the 2011 earthquakes 
temporarily put a hold on Lyttelton’s famous 
piece of time.” n

Timing close for 
Timeball’s return 
It’s said that timing is everything 
in life, and now is the time for the 
wider heritage community to 
contribute to the amazing history 
of the Timeball in Lyttelton that 
will culminate in its return.

NATIONAL FOCUS

Timeball Property Manager, Jan Titus, with the Timeball in storage.  (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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Wahi tapu 
listing for 
Turuturu-mokai
The Maori Heritage Council of 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 
Taonga, with agreement from the 
owner, the Ngati Tupaea Trust, has 
listed Turuturu-mokai in Hawera 
as a wahi tapu area on the New 
Zealand Heritage List. 

been promoted as a tourist destination for 
visitors to the Hawera district. 

The Turuturu-mokai Redoubt was constructed 
near the pa during the Taranaki Land Wars in 
1866. It was famously attacked by Nga Ruahine 
leader Riwha Titokowharu’s forces in July 1868. 
The redoubt was held but at a cost to the 
Armed Constabulary of 10 lives. A monument 
to those who took part in the engagement is 
at the site. 

The complex was formerly a public reserve but 
has been returned to the guardianship of Ngati 
Tupaea hapu, who allow public access. The site 
is widely acknowledged as a site of cultural 
significance to Maori and Pakeha communities 
in the Hawera district. The site of the Turuturu-
mokai Redoubt, gazetted as a blockhouse in 
1871, was vested in the Borough of Hawera 
in 1901, so that “the fortifications standing 
thereon may be preserved”. In 1905 Turuturu-
mokai was also set aside as a historic reserve. 

Heritage New Zealand Central Region General 
Manager, Claire Craig, is pleased that this highly 
significant place in New Zealand’s history has 
been recognised appropriately and hopes that 
this will strengthen support for the long-term 
conservation of Turuturu-mokai locally and 
nationally. n

TURUTURU-MOKAI is a centuries-old 
pa complex and battle site associated with 
Ngati Tupaia of Ngati Ruanui, and with Riwha 
Titokowharu’s 1867 peace effort and 1868 
guerrilla warfare campaign to resist the colonial 
government’s systematic military conquest and 
colonisation of south Taranaki. 

Turuturu-mokai is the main pa and was named 
after the events of a 17th century battle 
between the ancestors of Ngati Tupaia and 
a neighbouring hapu in which the heads of 
the defeated were placed on stakes around 
the rim of the highest section of the pa. The 
listing includes the three remaining sites of the 

Turuturu-mokai archaeological site complex, 
Turuturu-mokai Pa, Te Umu-a-Tongahake Pa 
and the Turuturu-mokai Armed Constabulary 
Redoubt and Monument.

The pa sites have long been recognised 
as outstanding examples of early Maori 
earthworks. Te Umu-a-Tongahake Pa is situated 
on the opposite right bank of the Tawhiti 
Stream from Turuturu-mokai Pa. Since the late 
19th century the pa sites and the redoubt have 

CENTRAL REGION

 
 The carved pou/tuaahu at Turuturu-mokai (CREDIT: IVAN BRUCE)

 
 An aerial view of Turuturu-mokai Reserve. (CREDIT: COURTESY OF TE PAPA TONGAREWA)
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THE FORMERLY unsafe Beattie’s Cottage 
was threatened with demolition, but thanks 
to Land Information New Zealand (LINZ), 
who administers the land, and Heritage 
New Zealand the site will be preserved as 
a public picnic area. Archaeologists, Otago 
heritage experts, local contractors and Otago 
Polytechnic stonemasonry students have 
been involved in the project.

Beattie’s Cottage was built by goldminer 
Alexander Beattie around 1891. He spent 
some years working at the nearby Quartz Reef 
Point, but in later years may have run a farmlet 
and orchard on the property. The cottage 
passed to the Wilson family in 1967, using it as 
a holiday bach. The Crown cancelled the lease 
in 1979 for hydroelectric generation purposes. 

The construction of the Clyde Dam and 
creation of Lake Dunstan in 1992 flooded part 
of the 4 ha (10 acre) property, but Beattie’s 
cottage was left unaffected. The hydro project 
buried numerous other archaeological sites 
within the Clutha region. Conversion of 
lakeside land into vineyards further damaged 
many of the remaining gold mining sites.

Given their rarity, goldminer huts along 
Lake Dunstan have very high cultural 
heritage value. So when LINZ considered 
Beattie’s Cottage was unsafe and should be 
demolished, Heritage New Zealand Otago/
Southland Area Archaeologist, Dr Matt 
Schmidt, looked for a way to preserve the 
site. After discussions with LINZ a plan to 
save part of the historic cottage, garden and 
trees was developed.

The project sees sections of the cottage 
preserved, ensuring a footprint of what was 
there remains so the public can appreciate 
what was originally there. Otago Polytechnic 
stonemasonry students have undertaken 
partial demolition and new stonework on the 
complex, enjoying the rare opportunity to work 
on a 19th century schist cottage. During the 
process they’ve discovered and conserved wall 
features such as timber beam sockets. Other 
local contractors and heritage advocates also 
donated their time to clearing the gardens and 
uncovering heritage orchard plantings. 

Matt is excited by some of the features 
discovered during the excavation.

“We uncovered the original path down to 
the Clutha River before Lake Dunstan was 
created, garden terrace features, old fruit 
trees (plum, apricot, cherry and quince) and 
artefacts dating from the late 19th to early 
20th century.”

The final stage of the project is to create 
a site management guide and install an 
interpretation panel. Beattie’s Cottage will 
then be ready to enter a new phase of life as a 
Heritage Recreation Reserve open to all.  n

Cromwell 
goldminer’s 
cottage saved
A 19th century Central Otago 
goldminer’s stone hut is being 
preserved so it remains a key part 
of the region’s heritage and history.

SOUTHERN REGION

The footprint of Beattie’s Cottage. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

“THE COTTAGE 
REPRESENTS TWO 
PHASES OF THE LIFE 
OF A GOLD MINER IN 
CENTRAL OTAGO; THE 
LIFE OF A WORKING 
MINER AND THEN A 
MINER IN RETIREMENT 
LIVING OUT THE REST 
OF HIS DAYS NEAR HIS 
OLD CLAIM”   
– DR MATT SCHMIDT

“The cottage represents two phases of the life 
of a gold miner in Central Otago; the life of a 
working miner and then a miner in retirement 
living out the rest of his days near his old 
claim,” Matt says.

“Sites like this are rare along the Clutha  
and this one is also easily accessible by  
the public.”
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New life breathed into  
East Coast church 
A landmark church near Gisborne is taking centre 
place in the community once again following the 
recent completion of a 10-year conservation project. 

TOKO TORU TAPU CHURCH at Manutuke has been seismically 
strengthened and its original carvings – installed when the church was 
built in 1913 – beautifully restored. 

“The project started in early 2000 in our office, with the first 10 years 
involving planning and fundraising by the Toko Toru Tapu Manutuke 
Restoration Trust,” says Gisborne architect James Blackburne. 

“As the restoration work was about to start, the Christchurch earthquake 
hit and it was felt prudent to peer review the structural strength of the 

MAORI HERITAGE

church. This highlighted some significant issues that had to be addressed, 
which meant the project was undertaken in stages as additional funding 
could be found. A one-year project dragged out into a five-year one – 
though the result was certainly worth it.” 

For Trust Chair, Stan Pardoe, seeing the restored church formally 
opened again provided a great sense of pride. 

“Our whare karakia stood proud in all its glory with its people showing 
faith in the Trinity, and I felt a great sense of pride in the wider 
Manutuke community – we upheld the mana of this taonga that our 
tipuna left for us to care for,” says Stan. 

“This church was the hub of our community. From the 1940s through 
to the 1970s all events of significance were signalled by the bell ringing 
and people gathering to be informed by the Minister. Events included 
the end of World War II, the death of King George, ko mate o Ta Apirana 
Ngata and the Queen’s coronation.”

Stan’s family connections to the church go back to about World War I. 
His Pakeha and Maori grandparents worshipped at the church at that 
time and in later years he was baptised, confirmed and married there. 
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(LEFT AND RIGHT)  
The fantastic interior and 

exterior of Toko Toru Tapu 
Church at Manutuke.  

(CREDIT: JAMES BLACKBURNE)

(ABOVE) Heritage New 
Zealand’s Dean Whiting with 

restoration worker Scott 
Riki at the church. (CREDIT: 

COURTESY OF LIAM CLAYTON/ 

THE GISBORNE HERALD)

His children and mokopuna also have their own personal connections 
to the church. 

The church is listed with Heritage New Zealand as a wahi tapu area and 
is built on the site of early missionary William Williams’ mission station 
which operated between 1840 and 1857. Built in 1913, the current 
church replaces an earlier building that was destroyed by fire in 1910.

The original 3.5m-high carvings inside the church – though breath-
taking – needed work. 

“The carvings had a century of dust, some cracking, and tenuous 
fastenings like rusted nails,” says Heritage New Zealand’s Maori Heritage 
Conservator, Dean Whiting, who led the restoration of the taonga.

“We removed the carvings and took them off-site to a large warehouse for 
conservation. The Manutuke community were an important part of the 
project working on the carvings, floor and final touches to the church.”

The reconsecration of Toko Toru Tapu Church held in November 2015 
marked the end of the $1.3m project, and was a fitting climax to years 
of fundraising and dedication. 

“The restoration committee applied for funding to every philanthropic, 
national and local organisation, including trusts and Maori farming 
entities. Heritage New Zealand contributed $10,000 through the Spencer 
Bequest and many individuals also contributed generously,” says Stan. 

“This was a major undertaking for a very small group of committed 
people whose enthusiasm never wavered. Words can never fully 
express my aroha for the manaaki (support, care) they have shown and 
unreservedly given.” n
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THE HIKITIA arrived in Wellington from 
Glasgow, Scotland, on 21 December 1926 after  
a voyage of 82 days.

For over 80 years she was a familiar sight around 
Wellington harbour, working on all types of 
projects including wharf construction. Her main 
role was lifting heavy cargo on and off ships. She 
was involved in helping demolish the wreck of 
the Wahine, the passenger ferry which sank in 
a raging storm at the entrance to Wellington 
harbour on 10 April 1968. The Hikitia’s last  
job for the Wellington Port Company was the 
removal of piles near the position of the old 
floating dock.

In 1989 the old vessel was put up for tender  
and ship lovers imagined that the Hikitia would 
be lost forever.

Bob and Mary Box and John and Joy Ackrill 
bought her in 1990 for preservation.

In 1992, after much hard work by volunteers, the 
Hikitia carried out an 88 tonne test lift. This was 
a final legal requirement for survey and she was 
available for commercial lifts up to 80 tonnes.

Historic Hikitia 
continues to 
serve 
Wellington’s historic floating 
steam crane, the Hikitia, turns 
90 in April and for its owners, 
the Maritime Heritage Trust of 
Wellington, she is a great pride 
and joy to maintain and keep 
going for many years to come.  It 
is thought to be the only working 
steam crane of her type in the 
world and is the sister ship to 
the Rapaki, formerly of the Port 
of Lyttelton, which is now at the 
New Zealand Maritime Museum. 

Since that time the Hikitia has carried out well 
over 300 lifts plus other jobs in and around 
Wellington harbour. 

In 2006 ownership of the Hikitia was transferred 
to the Maritime Heritage Trust of Wellington. 
Two years later the Hikitia won the Heritage and 
Environment Category of the Wellington Airport 
Community Awards and in 2010 was runner-up 
in the heritage section of the inaugural Greater 
Wellington Regional Council Encore Awards. The 
Institution of Professional Engineers (IPENZ) has 
recognised the importance of the Hikitia’s part in 
New Zealand engineering by unveiling a bronze 
plaque on the vessel. 

Trustee Malcolm McGregor says she is part of 
Wellington’s maritime heritage.

“She has certainly earned considerable respect 
for her years of service to the port of Wellington 
and for the uniqueness of her construction and 
machinery,” says Malcolm.

“This year will be very significant for the 
Hikitia. It is the 90th anniversary of her launch 
on 15 April 1926.

“This past year for our Hikitia volunteers has 
been a blur of work. Significant steps were 
made completing repairs to the lower gib, 
completion of about 70 percent of tower 
refurbishment, re-tubing of both boilers and 
lots of other work.

“We are looking forward to another great year 
with the old girl in 2016.” n

CENTRAL REGION

 
 The Hikitia has proven her value over the years. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND) 
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DUNEDIN ARTISTS Laurence Baird and 
Rachel Taylor purchased the Category 1-listed 
property in December 2013 and are using the 
adjacent administration building on the site as 
living quarters. The pair hope to eventually use 
the factory building as a workshop for artisans 
and artists, as well as install interpretation 
panels for the public to view and learn about 
the site’s history.

The kiln is the only remaining Hoffman Kiln 

Fired up for 
kiln’s restoration

Thanks to the determination 
of new owners and help from 

Heritage New Zealand a project 
is well underway to ensure the 

McSkimming Hoffman Kiln at 
Benhar remains an integral part 

of the south Otago town’s history 
and landscape.

have essentially remained untouched except 
for the vandalism.”

In 2014 Laurence and Rachel successfully 
applied for a National Heritage Preservation 
Incentive Fund grant that Heritage New 
Zealand administers on behalf of the 
government. The grant covers the review of 
the 1992 Conservation Plan, the preparation 
of a prioritised condition report and repair 
specifications by Ian Bowman, and detailed 
structural assessment for the kiln and chimney. 

“A drone was used recently as part of 
evaluating the chimney’s condition, allowing 
for access that could only have been achieved 
previously with more extensive options of 
scaffolding, cherry pickers and climbing.”

Laurence summed up his and Rachel’s 
motivation for this project best in a recent 
Southland Times newspaper article when 
he said: “When we decided to move in, it 
was simply because we liked the building, 
its aesthetic appeal. If it weren’t for the 
preservation of this part of the complex, the 
history and heritage of Benhar would more or 
less have been erased. We’d like to see it enjoy 
a new lease of life.” n

in New Zealand that retains both its chimney 
and original appearance. It was built around 
1894 by Peter McSkimming who, with his 
wife Catherine, came to New Zealand from 
Scotland in 1878. The kiln contained a 
number of firing chambers which increased 
the efficiency and production of bricks, 
with fire moved in sequence to allow for 
continuous firing. 

In 1992, the high regard in which the kiln is 
held by the community was underlined when 
concerned locals halted the demolition of 
the kiln’s chimney, and from this a heritage 
order was placed over the entire structure. A 
subsequent Heritage New Zealand conservation 
plan completed by Heritage Architect, Ian 
Bowman, concluded that the kiln was in overall 
poor condition and in need of repair.

“Fortunately both Laurence and Rachel have 
shown a real passion and commitment to try 
and conserve the kiln,” says Otago/Southland 
Area Manager, Jonathan Howard. 

“The intervening years before they purchased 
the property had been unkind as previous 
owners really struggled to reverse the 
ongoing deterioration of the buildings, which 

SOUTHERN REGION

 
 The McSkimming Hoffman Kiln at Benhar, a star in its own right. (CREDIT: HAYDEN CAMPBELL/BLACKLABEL PHOTOGRAPHY)
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Early shipbuilding site 
comes to light
New information about one of the earliest ship 
building sites in New Zealand has surfaced as a 
result of a recent archaeological excavation at 
Horeke on the southern banks of the Hokianga. 

LED BY MELBOURNE-BASED New Zealand archaeologist and  
PhD candidate, Matthew Carter, the January excavation focused on 
the old Deptford shipyard which was operating at Horeke in the 1820s. 
Some of New Zealand’s earliest ships were built at the yard, including 
the Sir George Murray. 

Twenty volunteer archaeologists from New Zealand, Australia and 
England took part in the First Ships Project, enduring searing sun and 
torrential rain during the painstaking excavation of the shipyard site, 
which uncovered thousands of artefacts from domestic and industrial 
aspects of the site. Included in this team were several Heritage New 
Zealand staff.

 
 Flags mark archaeological features uncovered at Horeke. (CREDIT: MATTHEW CARTER)

NORTHERN REGION

“These artefacts will be taken to Otago University for full archaeological 
analysis using a variety of methods, though we started the process 
on-site using a photographic technique called Polynomial Textural 
Mapping (PTM) to create images of some of the more significant 
artefacts,” says Matt. 

“The finished PTM image allows us to change the angle of light, 
magnify sections of the artefact and add renderings to enhance 
different aspects of the image.” 

One of the most important artefacts uncovered in the early days of the 
excavation was an early New Zealand postal seal. 

“The Horeke Post Office was opened in 1840, and was one of the first in 
New Zealand,” says Matt. 

“The seal was used to lock the mail bags. Besides being an important 
discovery in its own right, the position of the seal was also invaluable in 
confirming that the layer that was being excavated was no earlier than 
1840. Based on this information, we continued to excavate further here 
and found considerable evidence of shipbuilding that predated the 
1840 layer.” 

Shipbuilding artefacts include a range of ship-related nails and 
fasteners as well as a keel bolt which would have been used when 
laying down a ship’s keel. 
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A public open day held during the excavation drew interest from over 
300 people, with a number of locals sharing knowledge about the site  
– all of which helped Matt further his historical understanding of it.

“The purpose of the excavation of the Horeke shipyard was to find 
evidence of how a shipbuilding yard of this time was laid out, and to 
discover the way in which ships were built there,” says Matt. 

“We certainly found good evidence of shipbuilding, and that evidence 
will be carefully analysed and assessed.” 

Information from the excavation – and an earlier magnetometer  
survey, which first revealed numerous magnetic anomalies indicating 
intensive activity that had taken place within the excavation site – will 
be incorporated into Matt’s PhD thesis. The thesis will examine the  
pre-colonial shipbuilding industry in New Zealand from 1792 to 1840. 

“Not much is known about early ship building in New Zealand, so 
the excavation has the potential to explain a great deal about the 
shipbuilding industry at that time,” he says. 

“I’m really passionate about this project, and I believe the results could 
be used by the community to raise awareness of the unique heritage 
of the area – and perhaps even promoting the Twin Coast cycle trail 
for example, which once finished, will begin in the Bay of Islands and 
terminate at Horeke.” n 

Piece of Auckland brewing 
heritage preserved
An archaeological feature dating back to Auckland’s 
earliest days of brewing has been incorporated into 
a new Les Mills Gym near Newmarket. 

A 20-M DEEP well which once served as a source of water for 
Seccombe’s Brewery on Auckland’s Khyber Pass has been preserved, 
covered with an armoured glass cover, and lit from the inside to form a 
striking feature. 

“The well dates back to about 1860 when Richard Seccombe drilled 
through about 20m of basalt in order to tap into a subterranean 
river flowing below the property,” says Heritage New Zealand’s Mid 
Northern Regional Archaeologist, Bev Parslow. 

“The main reason for Seccombe buying the property was the 
abundance of pure clean water, though how he knew there was so 
much water there is not explained.” 

Between 1872 and 1877 the well supplemented Auckland city’s water 
supply by feeding into a reservoir located on Domain Hill where the 
Auckland War Memorial Museum now stands. The well continued 
to be an important source of water for the city – contributing up to 
135,000 litres every day – until the Western Springs pumping station 
was commissioned in 1877. 

“Richard Seccombe’s first brew was produced in May 1861, and 
production expanded rapidly,” says Bev.

“The brewery changed its name to the Great Northern Brewery that 
same year – appropriate given the fact that the company became one 
of the country’s largest breweries. 

“The Great Northern Brewery eventually amalgamated with other 
breweries including Campbell and Ehrenfried, which had been one of 
John Logan Campbell’s earliest enterprises, together with his business 
partner William Brown.” 

The amalgamation of breweries eventually became Lion Breweries in 
the 1920s, with the logo of the rampant Lion coming from Seccombe’s 
family insignia. 

“Beer production continued on the site of Seccombe’s original 
brewery, with the last beer understood to have been produced on the 
premises using the well water in 1960,” says Bev. 

Still in good condition after 150 years, the well is 1.25m in diameter – 
and now forms a feature and ultimate talking point – within the new 
development. 

“Seccombe’s well is a well-preserved and significant link to one of 
the country’s most influential brewers, and early brewing in colonial 
Auckland,” says Bev. 

“It’s great that this important feature has been preserved and 
highlighted, maintaining that sense of continuity.”  n
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DATING TO THE 1870s, the Category 1-listed 
former Warden’s Court in Colonsay Street 
was the warden’s office, court, jail and gold 
office during the gold rush at that time, with 
Lawrence the commercial and administration 
hub of the Tuapeka district.

Architecturally the property is unusual 
because of its Georgian and Regency 
appearance inspired by the domestic and 
public buildings of eastern Australia.  This 
includes the colour and treatment of the 
building’s cement cladding which recalls the 

Great decision 
reached at 
Lawrence 
courthouse
Justice of a heritage kind was 
served at the former courthouse 
in Lawrence, Central Otago, 
recently when the property was 
purchased with the intent of 
benefiting community heritage 
interests.

change in family circumstances meant it had 
to be sold.”

The sale was good news for the Lawrence 
Heritage Trust which had a long interest in 
acquiring the property to add to the buildings 
it already cares for in Lawrence.  The new 
owner intends to work with the Trust to 
support their fundraising efforts and will on-
sell the courthouse at a price which is within 
reasonable fundraising capabilities of the Trust.

Lawrence Heritage Trust Chairman, Roger 
Cotton, says the Trust is relieved and grateful 
that the courthouse is secure and the Trust 
has the opportunity to have the property 
back in public ownership. 

“It has been at least an eight year battle full 
of hard work and heartbreak, and now we 
are nearing satisfaction,” says Roger.

“The Trust is under no illusions that there is 
a lot of hard work ahead, but is ready, along 
with the community and other funding 
and support organisations, to restore this 
building back to its former glory, once the 
purchase arrangements are met.

“We are all humbled by the faith and support 
the new owner has shown in the Lawrence 
Heritage Trust and we are looking forward to 
building a strong relationship with them and 
Heritage New Zealand.” n

sandstone commonly used there.  Scottish-
born architect, David Ross, who had settled 
in Dunedin in 1862 after living in Australia, 
can be considered a pioneer in his field in 
the use of mass concrete for the construction 
of the five Doric columned-colonnade.  

“The town’s former courthouse is a visible 
reminder of Lawrence’s importance as 
a mining and farming centre in the late 
19th century,” says Otago/Southland Area 
Manager, Jonathan Howard.

“Thanks to the previous and new owner’s 
appreciation for heritage, and now the 
wonderful gesture to work with the 
Lawrence Heritage Trust, a very significant 
reminder of the region’s gold rush history will 
remain in good hands,” says Jonathan.

The courthouse had been on the market for 
some time until a heritage advocate read 
about the opportunity in Heritage New 
Zealand’s monthly email newsletter Heritage 
This Month and contacted Jonathan for more 
details.

“The person travelled to Dunedin to meet 
me and visit the property,” says Jonathan. 

“The sale was finalised just before Christmas 
and was a fantastic result.  The previous 
owner had planned on ensuring the 
property’s longevity, but an unfortunate 

 
 

SOUTHERN REGION

The distinctive former courthouse in Lawrence. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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THE FORMER fire station was subject to 
Crown Land disposal. It had lain empty for 
a considerable period and was a target of 
constant vandalism. Listed Category 1 by 
Heritage New Zealand in April 2010 and 
with a heritage covenant, the building was 
offered back to iwi who on-sold it to a private 
developer, Mike Friday, late last year.

New life ahead 
for former Lower 
Hutt Fire Station

Heritage New Zealand has 
joined the Hutt City Council and 

community representatives in 
expressing delight that the former 

Lower Hutt Central Fire Station 
has been sold to a local developer 

who is keen to find suitable new 
uses for the building.

50 years, was no longer required for firefighting 
purposes and closed in 2007. 

Petone-based developer, Mike Friday, told 
the Hutt News newspaper he is committed to 
finding suitable new uses for the building.

“We will bring the building back to what it used 
to be. It will not be a fire station, but it will look 
like a fire station.”

Former Hutt City Councillor and a leader in 
Lower Hutt heritage circles, Graeme Ross, told 
the newspaper he is very pleased that the new 
owner wants to get alongside community 
leaders to talk about future ideas for the former 
fire station. 

“I have expressed concern for a long time 
about the state of the former station and 
began lobbying in 2006 to find a good solution 
for the building,” says Graeme.

“I am delighted it has been purchased by a local 
person who indicates he respects its heritage.”

Lower Hutt Mayor, Ray Wallace, shares these 
sentiments and says he is keen to join with 
Heritage New Zealand and others in talking to 
the new owner. n

Completed in 1955, the Lower Hutt Central Fire 
Station is an example of Post-war Modernist 
design and construction in reinforced concrete. 
Commissioned by the Lower Hutt Fire Board, it 
opened in time to mark the 50th Jubilee of the 
Lower Hutt Fire Brigade. 

At its completion, the fire station was one of 
the most modern in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Situated on a busy Waterloo Road, the fire 
station, its training buildings and associated 
residential units are located in a residential 
area. Local resistance to its construction on the 
site saw the Lower Hutt Fire Board direct the 
architects that the buildings not detract from the 
residential feel of the place. They were successful 
in their brief with a design that captures the 
essence of internationally renowned architect, 
Frank Lloyd Wright, with symmetry, rhythm 
and elongated forms, a Modernist aesthetic of 
smooth surfaces and curves, and a bulk that is 
linked to the designs of residential blocks to the 
north and west of the building. 

Restructuring of the Fire Service saw three new 
fire stations built in surrounding Lower Hutt 
suburbs. The Lower Hutt Central Fire Station, 
which had served its community for over  

CENTRAL REGION

 
 The 1950s former Lower Hutt Central Fire Station. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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Described as quiet and shy by his companions, 
Douglas, who emigrated from Scotland to New 
Zealand in 1862, was endurance personified. 

West Coast to  
celebrate explorer

The 100th anniversary of the 
death of explorer  

Charlie Douglas is being  
marked in style over Queen’s 

Birthday Weekend in early June.

includes buildings previously formally 
recognised such as the original main school 
building, known as the Big School, the 
Chapel, and the original boarding houses. 
In addition, it recognises the important 
contributions of later 20th century 
buildings, showing the development  
of the school.”

Since 1982 individual Category 2 listings 

“THE SCHOOL warranted the highest 
recognition because of its considerable 
architectural and historical qualities,” says 
Central Region General Manager, Claire Craig.

“Category 1 recognition reflects the 
significance Wanganui Collegiate has 
as a campus with an important history 
expressed in its architectural styles and 
landscaped grounds. The new listing 

Top listing for 
Wanganui Collegiate 

Wanganui Collegiate’s outstanding 
historic and heritage significance 
has been recognised with Heritage 
New Zealand combining six 
individual property listings into a 
single, Category 1 historic place 
entry on its New Zealand Heritage 
List/Rarangi Korero.

CENTRAL REGION

A great legacy of his was the keen and often 
entertaining observations relating to flora, 
fauna, geology and survey reports noted in 
his journals. Douglas was also a skilled artist 
and topographer. His work, which includes a 
3.5m-long, hand-drawn map of below South 
Westland, is still fascinating visitors to Archives 
New Zealand today. 

Heritage New Zealand is working with the 
Department of Conservation, the Hokitika 
Museum, Heritage Hokitika and the Hokitika 
Regent Theatre to plan a schedule of activities 
and speakers to celebrate his achievements 
and contribution to West Coast history from 4-6 
June. Highlights include a museum exhibition, 
walks in South Westland tracing some of 
Douglas’ iconic explorations, a historic walk from 
Hokitika to his grave site and a recreation of the 
explorer’s famous meeting with New Zealand 
Premier, Richard Seddon.

SOUTHERN REGION

WELL KNOWN to modern day mountaineers 
and West Coasters, Douglas was a significant 
South Westland explorer and personality. For 
40 years he roamed and surveyed the rugged 
West Coast region.

recognised Wanganui Collegiate’s chapel, 
pavilion, toilet blocks and the Grey, Hadfield 
and Marris Houses.

Between 1909 and 1912, a new campus 
was created on part of its estate to 
accommodate the expanding college.

“There are a range of architectural styles 
that reflect the changing nature of the 

 
 Explorer, Charlie Douglas. (CREDIT: HOKITIKA MUSEUM)

 
 Wanganui Collegiate’s Big School.   (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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school and society from the early 20th 
century,” says Heritage Advisor Architecture, 
Alison Dangerfield.

“These include the Big School, the cricket 
pavilion and student and staff housing with 
a distinct English Domestic style, while the 
Modernist style of the 1960s is reflected in 
the Science Block and Empson, Marris and 
Porritt Houses. And then there is the 1980s 
designed Prince Edward Auditorium which 
honours the time His Royal Highness spent 
there as a tutor for over two years.

“Heritage New Zealand is delighted to 
be working closely with the school on a 
number of conservation projects.” 

Heritage New Zealand’s Board approved  
the new listing when it met in December. 
The decision followed a number of 
submissions received when the proposal 
was publicly notified, and after discussions 
with the Wanganui Collegiate Board of 
Trustees. n

The weekend showpiece will be the event 
on Saturday 4 June at the Hokitika Regent 
Theatre. The night will feature classic West 
Coast yarns, music, socialising and drinks, all 
with a distinct Charlie Douglas and West Coast 
exploration theme. 

Heritage New Zealand’s Canterbury/West 
Coast Outreach Coordinator, Rosemary Baird, is 
thrilled to be involved in the project.

“This is such a unique event, and we’re hoping 
that the mix of walking, social history and 
celebration will attract people from near and far.

“It’s also a great opportunity for Heritage 
New Zealand to continue our support of 
other heritage organisations and, in Hokitika’s 
case, contribute to the ongoing use and 
conservation of the Regent Theatre.”

Further details of the weekend events will be 
published at heritage.org.nz once finalised. n

Hayes a real hit over summer 

Fascinated locals, tourists, families and cyclists have flocked to Hayes 
Engineering Works in the small Central Otago town of Oturehua during 
January and February. The operating days, where visitors can see the 
machinery in action, have drawn record numbers as people experience 
an authentic, working, early 20th century workshop.

LONG-TIME HAYES advocate and local 
farmer, Ken Gillespie, delighted the 
crowds by putting the drills, lathes and 
automated hacksaw into action. The long 
work benches lined with every imaginable 
tool, shelves made from packing cases, 
and barrels of grease helped visitors 
imagine what it was like for the original 
staff who beavered away at the innovative 
engineering business.  

The beautiful 1920s double mud brick 
homestead has also proved popular. When 
you step inside the family home the Kiwi 
ingenuity that marked Ernest and Hannah 
Hayes’ inventions continues, with quirky 
bathroom facilities, evidence of the piped 
radio system the house enjoyed and early 
indoor laundry.

And the café, Hannah’s Kitchen, has been 

kept busy providing food and drink to 
guests and tired cyclists taking a break 
from the Otago Central Rail Trail.

Recently-appointed Hayes Manager, Becky 
Reid, has been inspired to see so many 
people travel to this unique heritage site 
from far and wide.

“It’s heartening to see such interest,” she 
says. “There’s nothing else quite like Hayes 
and I think the whole ambience of the 
place is what captivates people.”

The remaining special operating days are 
on 6 March and 3 April this year. Hayes is 
open daily from 10am to 5pm until the 
end of April. For more details, including 
opening times through the rest of the year 
and entry fees, please visit heritage.org.nz 
and search under ‘places to visit’. n

 
 Ken Gillespie shows the operating day crowd how the machinery works. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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Explore heritage homesteads, gardens, walks and museums
Cantabrians and visitors to the region will have the rare 
opportunity to explore some historically significant 
properties over the weekend of 12 and 13 March. 

Grand old properties in Hororata and beyond such as Homebush, 
Terrace Station, Coton’s Cottage, Steventon, Gunyah and Rockwood will 
be opening their doors and putting on special displays and events.

Visit www.hororata.org.nz for more information.

SOUTHERN REGION

 
 The wonderful Terrace Station.  (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)


