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 Mangungu Mission, which overlooks the Hokianga Harbour, has a special connection to the signing 

of the Treaty of Waitangi. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND )

Summer 2016

NATIONAL FOCUS

Celebrating 
our national 
day
Fifteen staffed Heritage 
New Zealand properties 
will be open as the country 
marks its national day, 
Waitangi Day, on 6 February 
next year.

ENTRY WILL BE free, with special events 
being planned at some of the properties. 
Clendon House, the Kerikeri Stone Store 
and Kemp House, Mangungu Mission, 
Pompallier Mission and Printery and  
Te Waimate Mission House in Northland; 
Highwic and Alberton in Auckland; Thames 
School of Mines; Old St Paul's and Antrim 
House in Wellington; Fyffe House in 
Kaikoura; Totara Estate and Clarks Mill in 
North Otago; and Hayes Engineering Works 
and the Ophir Post Office in Central Otago 
will be open.

CONTINUED OVER >

“We are delighted to be opening our doors 
for the public to come and visit a part of their 
heritage and history at our properties,” says 
Heritage Destinations Manager, Nick Chin.

“Heritage New Zealand cares for these special 
places on behalf of all New Zealanders, and 
there are some amazing stories to be told at 
them. Just as the Treaty of Waitangi is a living 
document, so are our properties.

“If you are able to visit on Waitangi Day please 
do. These places make for a great day out 
either by yourself, with friends or family.”
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Mangungu Mission, Te Waimate Mission 
House and Clendon House all have direct links 
with the Treaty signing. 

Te Waimate Mission hosted the second 
signing of the Treaty as it was taken around 
the country for consideration by different 
Maori groups. Clendon House was also home 
to Captain James Reddy Clendon who was a 
witness to the Treaty of Waitangi signing on 
6 February 1840. Six days later, at Mangungu 
Mission, the largest signing of the Treaty 
took place with over 70 chiefs adding their 
signatures before a crowd of up to 3000 
people.

“The Far North also features two other 
properties that pre-date the Treaty signing,” 
says Nick.

“Kemp House dates to around 1822, 
completed by missionary carpenters and 
Maori sawyers, and is nestled a short distance 
behind the Stone Store which was built about 
10 years later. They are part of the wider 
Kerikeri Mission Station, established in 1819 
and one of the first places in New Zealand 
where Maori invited visitors to live among 
them. It really is a fascinating place.”

For more details on times and events being 
planned at individual properties please visit 
www.heritage.org.nz closer to the day. n
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FROM PAGE 1 >

“IF YOU ARE ABLE TO 
VISIT ON WAITANGI 
DAY PLEASE DO. THESE 
PLACES MAKE FOR A 
GREAT DAY OUT EITHER 
BY YOURSELF, WITH 
FRIENDS OR FAMILY.” 
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EDITORIAL

ANDREW COLEMAN

I AM HONOURED and privileged to 
be the Chief Executive of Heritage New 
Zealand Pouhere Taonga. It is a very exciting 
opportunity and one that I have a very 
strong affinity with. 

Earlier this year I was visiting the Museum 
of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa and in 
the book store I found New Zealand’s Lost 
Heritage – The Stories Behind our Forgotten 
Landmarks written by Richard Wolfe. 

Firstly, I was struck by the interpretation 
offered that “New Zealand has a 
disappointing record of preserving its 
oldest and proudest buildings”. There 
were a number of factors that could have 
contributed to this view and this highlighted 
to me the complexities and challenges that 
exist behind the statuses of heritage, historic, 
cultural, landmark and archaeological. 

Secondly, it caused me to reflect on my own 
understanding of the history and heritage of 
New Zealand and on where I had come from 
and what heritage meant to me. 

The sum of this contemplation was that 
within the month I had applied for the 
position of Chief Executive of Heritage New 
Zealand Pouhere Taonga – and I very much 
wanted to be successful with the application.

I was born and grew up in Taihape. I reflect 
back and think of Taihape as a town ahead 
of its times. People often chuckle at that so 
let me explain. It was a small town, it was 
in the country and had a real rural focus, 
it was extremely safe and it was a town 
that respected its history and heritage and 

Collective 
focus key to 
realising heritage 

sought a new future. Importantly it was a 
town that embraced multi-cultural New 
Zealand – I studied Maori at primary and 
secondary school and this has helped me 
tremendously through my life and career. 

No Taihape ahau, ko Ruapehu te maunga,  
ko Hautapu to awa.

My family are now spread throughout 
New Zealand – from Kerikeri, Rawene and 
Whangarei in the north to Ryal Bush (between 
Winton and Invercargill) in the south.

I have visited many times the cultural, 
heritage and historical landmarks in the 
north – the development at the landing 
for the Stone Store and Kerikeri Mission 
House is a great example of making the 
most of heritage and offering a very inviting 
opportunity for visitors and locals.

My wife’s family own a heritage farm in 
Southland known as ‘Broadlands’. This 
property dates back to 1906 and originally 

cereal crops and sheep were the main 
sources of farming practice. In 1992 
‘Broadlands’ was converted to dairying and 
to this day it milks two herds totalling 840 
cows. It was a very proud day for the family 
when heritage farm status was granted for 
the property. 

Before coming to Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga I was the Chief Operations 
Officer for the Ministry of Primary Industries 
(MPI). I also held positions of acting Chief 
Executive and Deputy Chief Executive for 
Operations with the Ministry of Fisheries 
before the merger with MPI in 2012. Prior 
to this I spent 10 years in the New Zealand 
Customs Service and 20 years with the New 
Zealand Police.

My working career is epitomised by the 
words preserve, maintain and protect – and 
to achieve these things I have had to focus 
on working well with others and gaining 
knowledge in order to clearly understand 
the issues and solutions. There is a strong 
association to Matauranga, Pena Pena 
Taonga and Hononga – the outcomes of 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga. 

Kia hiwa ra, kia hiwa ra, kia hiwa ra e tenei 
tuku, kia hiwa ra e tera tuku, kia hiwa ra.

Be alert, be watchful, protect this rampart.

I offered these words to all those present 
at my welcoming powhiri to Heritage New 
Zealand Pouhere Taonga at Antrim House in 
Wellington in mid-October. To me they are 
meaningful as they explain a focus that can 
be expected from me as the Chief Executive.

To truly realise the fantastic opportunities 
that exist with heritage, culture and 
archaeology in New Zealand we must all be 
attentive, conscious of competing interests 
and strong in our decision making with a 
goal to protect and conserve. It is critical 
that the ‘we’ relates to all of us – owners, 
iwi, hapu, communities, groups, boards, 
councils and staff. There is better strength in 
a collective focus and it is my job to lead us 
all there. n

ANDREW COLEMAN
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

KIA HIWA RA, KIA 
HIWA RA, KIA HIWA 
RA E TENEI TUKU, KIA 
HIWA RA E TERA TUKU, 
KIA HIWA RA.

BE ALERT, BE 
WATCHFUL, PROTECT 
THIS RAMPART.
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Trip to Nara 
reaffirms love 
for archaeology 
Archaeologist Kiri Sharpe is based 
at Heritage New Zealand’s National 
Office in Wellington. Her interest 
in archaeology was piqued during 
her Dunedin high school years 
and confirmed as a career choice 
during a gap year between degrees 
at Otago University. She talks with 
Jamie Douglas.

Q: What got you interested in 
archaeology? 

I remember reading Jean Auel’s Earth’s 
Children series when I was in high school and 
thinking ‘I want to live back in those times, to 
collect my own food and have a connection 
with the land’. They were complete fiction but 
written by someone that did a lot of research 
on the archaeological findings of Palaeolithic 
society in Europe. She took the scientific data 
and used it to create characters and stories. It 
inspired me to think about what living in the 
past would have been like.

It wasn’t until attending Otago University, where 
I took a few anthropology papers, that I realised 
that I just love this and I want to make a career 
out of it. I got a BA (Honours) and an MA (with 
Distinction), majoring in anthropology.

FEATURE INTERVIEW

Kiri Sharpe at the Palatial Gardens in Nara, an 8th century excavated garden which is in the process of being conserved and reconstructed. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Q: What was your thesis study on? 
I spent about a year spending my 

weekends driving north of Dunedin to a very 
remote spot called Omimi, excavating a site 
that was falling into the sea on this huge cliff 
face. It was a remarkable site, rich with artefacts, 
moa bones, food remains and structural 
features. I did my thesis on the faunal analysis, 
looking at all the animal bone and shell 
remains, identifying it all. From that I created a 
picture of what life was like at the site.

I took a break between my two degrees, 
working in retail as a bra-fitter at Farmers for 
a year in Dunedin. Retail wasn’t really for me. 
The job focused me to go back to university, 
realising that archaeology was my thing. But 
I’ve still got the badge: Kiri Sharpe, qualified 
bra-fitter. 
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Q: So what did you do after leaving 
university?

I went straight from graduating with my 
Masters to working as an archaeological 
consultant in Wellington for Opus 
International Consultants. I then came to 
work for Heritage New Zealand in 2010.

Q: What attracted you to work for 
Heritage New Zealand? 

I was so overjoyed to get this job I was 
literally leaping around the room. To work 
for an organisation whose purpose is 
heritage-driven was incredibly attractive to 
me. Opus was a brilliant learning ground, 
but there’s really something to be said 

Q: How important is archaeology in 
New Zealand? 

Archaeology is quite a delicate, finite resource. 
Once it’s gone it’s gone forever. It’s not just the 
materials – the artefacts and the layers – that 
are being destroyed; it’s the understanding 
of the stories of the people we are losing 
by not recording it. Through our process an 
archaeologist is on-site to record our history and 
to therefore make it available for everyone. 

Q: Tell me about your recent five-week 
trip to Nara, Japan. 

It is run by the Agency for Cultural Affairs 
(Japan), ICCROM (International Centre for the 
Study of the Preservation and Restoration of 
Cultural Property) and also ACCU (Asia-Pacific 
Cultural Centre for UNESCO) Nara among 
others. For five weeks, once a year, 16 people 
come to Nara from 16 different countries in 
the Asia-Pacific region to learn about cultural 
heritage protection. Nara was the capital of 
Japan in the 8th century and it has retained 
much of its ancient temples, sites and buildings. 
We attended lectures, participated in hands-on 
practical training, and visited archaeological 
sites, buildings, gardens and museums. A 
highlight for me, apart from the food of course, 
was seeing the enthusiasm the public have for 
their heritage and to what lengths they go to 
preserve and participate in it. 

Going to Japan has really opened my eyes 
to the importance of involving the local 
community in heritage activities. It is their 
heritage and in order for them to feel a sense of 
pride and ownership, they need to be included 
in the process. This approach clearly succeeds 
with the Japanese people, who all seem to 
respect and admire their heritage.

Q: How does New Zealand compare 
globally in protecting heritage? 

We are very lucky to have good legislation (the 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 
2014) and a good system in place to enact that 
legislation. Some countries have nothing in 
that regard, so that was an eye opener. 

Q: What key learning do you have from 
your time in Nara? 

That the age of something is not what makes 
it important. Yes our sites are younger in world 
terms, but that doesn’t mean they are not as 
important. They’re ours and they are incredibly 
special to all New Zealanders. n 

for working for an organisation that has a 
specific heritage focus. 

Q: What does your work entail? 
My office-based job is as a support 

person for Senior Archaeologist, Pam Bain, 
and the regional archaeologists, supporting 
them through the archaeology process and 
helping make it run smoothly.

We do have opportunities for professional 
development and, when I can, I use that time 
to go into the field, even if it’s just a few days 
a year. It reminds me why I do what I do and 
it reignites that passion.

 
 Excavation work at Omimi, north of Dunedin. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

 
 At Horyuji, the site of the world’s oldest surviving wooden structures (1300 years old).  

(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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Heritage visionary  
leads St James restoration 
Auckland’s St James Theatre doesn’t give her secrets away lightly – or 
to just anybody, as Steve Bielby has discovered. 

LIKE THE OLD diva she is, the theatre has 
her own way of making things happen and 
isn’t above throwing the odd curve ball as 
the 30-year-old Aucklander overseeing the 
restoration project found out recently. 

“The foundations of the theatre barely reach 
2m in depth, instead of the 6m foundations 
that were believed to be in place,” says 
Steve. 

Welcome to the world of heritage projects 

NORTHERN REGION

which – like the St James – can change 
overnight depending on what secrets the 
building chooses to reveal at any time. 

“Heritage buildings are often complicated 
to work with,” says Steve, who first 
experienced this when undertaking fit-outs 
for family business Target Furniture. 

“They are a blunt instrument. There is 
constant tension between what you can 
and can’t do. Essentially you are designing 

and constructing as you go depending on 
how the building steers you. 

“I really enjoy the challenge of working 
through these tensions to find a solution.”

Steve spends about 40 to 50 hours a week 
on the theatre project which aims to create 
a multi-purpose venue that celebrates its 
heritage, while being versatile enough to 
host graduation ceremonies, rock concerts 
and live theatre. 

“The St James has been a multi-purpose 
venue for the past 20 years,” he says. 

“This theatre has evolved over time – that’s 
why the public has such a high level of 
affection for it.” 

His earliest experience with the St James was 
as a member of the audience watching the 

 
 

The distinctive St James Theatre. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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Buddy Holly Story and Cats as a child. As he 
grew older, Steve started going to gigs like 
the Black Eyed Peas concert and the Violent 
Femmes, who earlier this year played the last 
gig prior to the theatre’s temporary closure. 

Ironically, Auckland’s booming housing market 
has made all the difference for the theatre. 

“The St James is a private-public project – a 
partnership between the Auckland Notable 
Properties Trust and developer Relianz 
Holdings which is building an apartment 
building around the theatre. Auckland’s 
rising property prices made the proposed 
apartment development viable,” he says. 

“In order for the theatre to survive, it has to 
sit within a commercial development project 
like this.”

Steve is determined that the $60 to $70 
million project will set a high standard. 
Heritage New Zealand has also provided 
valuable advice and guidance on heritage 
elements of the building. 

“The St James has to set the benchmark in terms 
of quality while being fit for purpose,” he says. 

The acoustics are a case in point. Outstanding 
for live theatre, they’re not so good when 
sound is amplified. 

“Inevitably that will mean some compromises, 
but the attraction for both audiences and 
artists is that they will be performing at the  
St James,” says Steve. 

The Auckland Notable Properties Trust has 
a self-funding business plan underpinning 
its operation – the development of a solid 
capital and asset base acquired through the 
buying and selling of notable properties which 
are kept in circulation as quirky, desirable 
commercial space. These fill a specialist niche 
and command their own market value. 

“There is also a social return, as these buildings 
are retained for the public good.” 

Steve insists that heritage does not belong in 
the ‘too hard’ basket. 

“There is a misconception, put out by some 
developers, that heritage buildings are often 
too difficult. The perception is that everybody 
has to be a conservation architect, though 
that’s simply not true. 

“Auckland Council, for example, comes in 
for a lot of criticism, though I have found 
them really good to work with – along with 
Heritage New Zealand. When it comes to 
heritage in this country we’re neither too 
tough nor too soft – in many ways I think 
we’ve got it about right.” 

The task of transforming the St James still 
occupies much of Steve’s energy. For him, 
though, change is a two-way street. 

“Projects like this change you. Often you come 
out a different person,” he says. 

“The St James Theatre project has taught me 
not to be in so much of a hurry. The building 
has secrets – and will reveal these only when 
she wants to.” n

 
 Steve Bielby in one of the box seats at the St James Theatre. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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Exciting finds from Whanganui site
Whanganui’s history is all the richer following an extensive 
archaeology project at a central city retail site where more than 
2500kg of artefacts were recovered and recorded dating from the 
mid-19th century to the present day.

FIVE AREAS WERE investigated in the area bordered 
by St Hill Street, Maria Place and Victoria Avenue 
under an archaeological authority from Heritage 
New Zealand, with the project beginning in 2010. 
The recovered material was packaged with the help 
of Heritage New Zealand archaeologists and sent 
to the Otago University Archaeological Laboratories 
for analysis where PhD student, Naomi Woods, has 
been busy working through the material and putting 
it into an archaeological and historical context.

Heritage New Zealand Senior Archaeologist, Pam 
Bain, said it has been an important project to work 
on.

“This project has shown just how important it is to 
ensure the archaeology provisions in the Heritage 
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act (2014) are 
complied with.

“From a relatively small section of Whanganui’s 
central city we have been able to recover and record 
incredible artefacts and add a deeper layer to the city 
and region’s history. Each artefact tells a story that 
otherwise may have been forgotten. This is exactly 
what the archaeological authority process is for – to 
ensure experts identify and record our history before 
further work is carried out by the owner or developer 
on-site. We are all the richer for it.”

Naomi was invited by Heritage New Zealand to 
report on her findings back to the Whanganui 
community and to do a public presentation on 
her investigations which was jointly arranged with 
the Whanganui Science Forum, with support from 
the Whanganui District Council and Whanganui 
Regional Heritage Trust. She gave a public talk titled 
Household Narratives from a Colonial Frontier: A 
Widow’s Tale on her work on 25 October before a 
large audience at the Whanganui Regional Museum. 

Heritage New Zealand Central Region General 
Manager, Claire Craig, says the event showed how 
interested people are in archaeology, history and 
heritage in the region.

“Our Central Region archaeologist, Kathryn Hurren, 
did a wonderful job helping bring this outreach 
event together. Our role, combined with great 
community interest and the fascinating research 
Naomi has done, really brought to life valuable 
insights learned from recording and studying these 
artefacts.

“Such presentations help the public understand 
the importance of archaeology and what can be 
achieved through the archaeological process.” n

 
 Otago University PhD student Naomi Woods. (CREDIT: SUPPLIED)

CENTRAL REGION
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Objects that tell quite a story
Otago University PhD student Naomi Woods shares three artefacts 
unearthed from the Victoria Retail Centre site excavation:

IMPERIAL TROOP UNIFORM BUTTON

“Whanganui spent more than 20 years as a 
military town and, as a result, numerous military 
artefacts were recovered from the site. The most 
common of these were uniform buttons. Most 
of the jacket buttons found were brass but one 
example, which belonged to Irish soldier John 
Byrne, is pewter. Embossed with the emblem 
of the 65th or Yorkshire Regiment, this button 
provides a link with some of the earliest imperial 
troops to be stationed here and places them in 
their global context. Prior to the Crimean War 
(1854-1856) most jacket buttons would have been 
pewter, but this proved problematic in the Russian 
climate where the extreme cold caused the metal 
to shatter. After 1855, brass buttons were issued 
as replacements.”

CHAVANNES FAMILY DINNER SET

“A nearby deposit contained almost three-
quarters of a dinner set which belonged 
to the Chavannes family. This particular set 
was made of ivory-dyed whiteware and was 
decorated with a green transfer-printed 
pattern called ‘Cairo’. Ivory-dyed whiteware 
was briefly popular in the 1880s and was 
intended to resemble Japanese ceramics 
which were hugely popular after Japan was 
re-opened to the West. As the name suggests, 
‘Cairo’ depicts a collection of Egyptian 
pottery vessels, similar to those which had 
just been excavated by Flinders Petrie and 
were flooding newspapers, periodicals and 
museums around the world.” 

WOODEN ROSARY BEADS

“A partial string of wooden rosary beads was recovered from a well, and 
while there are multiple potential owners (two Roman Catholic families 
lived here), they are one of the most personal items I have come across. The 
wooden beads are worn and were obviously heavily used, suggesting that 
they brought comfort to the owner through a multitude of life events. The 
fact that you can hold these beads in the same way their original owner did 
over a century ago provides a poignant and tangible link to the past which is 
pretty special and an example of why I love working with artefacts.” 

 
 

 The vast array of artefacts to be researched and recorded.  
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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Historic pa and redoubt returned to Waikato-Tainui
The historic site of one of the largest battles of the New Zealand Wars has been returned to iwi 
ownership as part of the 10th anniversary Koroneihana celebrations for Kiingi Tuheitia.

 
 (LEFT): Acknowledgement of the 

vesting by Waikato-Tainui Toa. 
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

( BELOW LEFT): Kiingi Tuheitia 
oversees proceedings at 
Turangawaewae Marae.  
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

(BELOW RIGHT): Deputy Prime 
Minister, Hon Bill English, addresses 
Kiingi Tuheitia and assembled 
guests at Turangawaewae Marae.  
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

MAORI HERITAGE
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Rangiriri Pa
Rangiriri was the key battle in the Waikato invasion. It threw open the 
river basin to imperial troops, but at a huge cost. The British suffered more 
casualties than in any other conflict in the New Zealand Wars. Rangiriri Pa 
boasted steep ramparts, clever escape routes and fern-covered rifle pits.

Today you can walk the remaining earthworks and picture the Maori 
defenders firing muskets loaded by women who fought and died with 
their men.

Official government records of the time proclaimed a stunning British 
victory at Rangiriri. But the troops’ commander, General Cameron, was 
shaken by the losses: 132 British were killed or wounded. Forty-one Maori 
died, including six chiefs. The Maori dead were buried in the trenches and 
in a mass grave next to the thatched Maori church that served as a hospital 
during the battle. Today the cemetery at Rangiriri holds gravestones for the 
British who died and a grassed mound for Maori who lost their lives.

Te Wheoro’s Redoubt 
Not all Waikato Maori saw the British as the enemy. The Ngati Naho 
chief Wiremu Te Wheoro had opposed the idea of war between 
Kīngitanga and the Crown, but during the war aligned himself with the 
Crown, helping to deliver supplies to the invading troops. 

This knoll, known as Te Wheoro’s Redoubt, was originally part of the 
defences at Rangiriri. In 1868 and 1869, Te Wheoro occupied it on the 
government’s behalf when it was feared another war might break out. 

In the decades after the war, Te Wheoro became one of the government’s 
fiercest critics, accusing them of land-grabbing and racial hypocrisy, and 
continued to oppose government Maori policy until his death in 1895. 

Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage, Hon 
Maggie Barry, formally presented Kiingi Tuheitia 
with the deed of vesting for Rangiriri Pa and the 
adjacent Te Wheoro Redoubt historic reserves at 
a ceremony in Ngaruawahia on 19 September.

Rangiriri Pa and nearby Te Wheoro Redoubt 
were built during the 1863-64 invasion of 
the Waikato and were among the first lands 
confiscated by the Crown during the conflict.

The invasion set out to crush Kingitanga power 
– which the British saw as a threat to their 
authority – and to drive Maori from their lands 
so that European settlement could take place.

The pa, a strong defensive position garrisoned 
by Kiingitanga Maori, was attacked by colonial 
forces on 20 November 1863. Fighting ended 

with the surrender of the garrison, at a 
cost of more than 80 lives and hundreds of 
casualties.

A colonial force left in the area after the battle 
constructed the Te Wheoro Redoubt, with both 
sites later becoming historic reserves owned by 
the Department of Conservation and managed 
by Heritage New Zealand.

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Board 
Chair Wyatt Creech and Maori Heritage Council 
Chair John Clarke welcomed the vesting of the 
historic reserves into the care of Waikato-Tainui.

“Heritage New Zealand was pleased to be part 
of this significant occasion and looks forward 
to working closely with Waikato-Tainui in 
support of their kaitiaki role of these sites 

which have great importance for Maori and 
Pakeha,” says Mr Creech. 

“The Memorandum of Understanding we have 
with the Waikato Raupatu Lands Trust and 
Department of Conservation is the result of an 
inclusive and collaborative approach between 
the organisations. It establishes a sound 
working relationship from which Heritage New 
Zealand can continue to provide expert advice 
over the management and protection of the 
Rangiriri Pa and Te Wheoro’s Historic Reserves 
as heritage places.”

In 1995 the Crown conceded that the 1863 
invasion and confiscation were wrong, and the 
Queen of England formally apologised during 
her visit to New Zealand in 1995. n
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BENEATH THIS REMARKABLE nature 
reserve lie the tunnels of historic Fort 
Taiaroa, built over 130 years ago to counter 
the threat of invasion from Tsarist Russia. 
For 400 years prior to European settlement 
Pukekura (Taiaroa Head) was the site of a 
significant Maori pa.

This Category 1 historic place is about 
to undergo its second major restoration. 
Fort Taiaroa is maintained by the Otago 
Peninsula Trust, set up in 1967 to protect 
and enhance the peninsula’s flora and 
fauna. 

“We have an active committee that knows 
what needs to be done, and in 2013 the 
Fort won a rare international heritage 

Restoration 
work planned at 
Fort Taiaroa
Taiaroa Head on the Otago 
Peninsula is home to little blue 
penguins and is the world’s only 
mainland breeding colony of 
Royal Albatross. 

award from the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers in the United Kingdom,” says 
Hoani Langsbury, Manager of Operations 
Taiaroa Head. 

Using the Trust’s extensive archives, 
conservation work will include removing 
the steel plate roof of the Observation Post 
and rebuilding it to the original design. 
Investigations will also be made to the 
concrete fortifications to inform repairs and 
prevent water ingress into the fortifications 
themselves.

“The concrete Observation Post was initially 
uncovered but in 1942 a steel plate roof was 
built to protect the artillerymen from the 
cold and wet. After nearly 80 years the steel 
is now failing,” says Hoani. 

Local engineering firms will carry out the 
work, removing it off-site and rebuilding it 
using the original framing.

The Observation Post overlooks part of 
the albatross colony and, along with the 
Armstrong Disappearing Gun (1886) and 
underground tunnels, stores and rooms of 
the Fort, now forms a museum. 

Working with the Department of 
Conservation, the Trust is also assessing the 
feasibility of building a glass dome over the 
Disappearing Gun and gun pit. Because the 
albatross colony is continuing to expand, 

the dome could ensure that albatross and 
visitors to the Fort can continue to co-habit. 

Hoani says that despite earlier restoration 
efforts, the harsh coastal climate is taking its 
toll on all metalwork and the dome could 
assist to manage this more effectively. 

The entire project is expected to take a 
year but the actual engineering will take 
less time than that. Deconstruction and 
reinstallation hinges around the albatross’s 
mating season. Hoani and his team have 
less than a six-week window between the 
last chicks leaving the peninsula in August/
September and the adults returning in 
October.

“All work carried out here is wildlife 
dependent,” says Hoani.

Heritage New Zealand’s Otago/Southland 
Area Manager, Jonathan Howard, says 
the challenge is to find imaginative and 
innovative solutions given the site’s 
location and occupants. With this in mind 
Heritage New Zealand has been providing 
guidance and advice on the planning of 
investigations, repairs and funding. n

 
 

(ABOVE LEFT) The commanding view at 
Taiaroa Head.  
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND) 

(ABOVE) The Armstrong Disappearing Gun.  

SOUTHERN REGION
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BUILT AS PART of the Pilot Station, which 
had been transferred from windswept 
Tarakena Bay on Wellington’s south coast, 
the Category 2 listed cottage was inhabited 
by the harbour pilot and their families until 
1894.

It was no stroll-in-the-park job. One pilot, 
Thomas Simms, drowned along with two 
crew at the Heads when attempting to 
board a ship in 1889. He left a wife and 
seven children behind. The Evening Post 
report of the incident noted that in the 35 
years of pilot service till then, there had 
been six pilots, and only Captain Lancelot 
Holmes (a pilot from 1870 to 1888) survived, 
with four others drowning. The other broke 
his neck falling from a horse.

An early pilot, James Heberley, whose 
nickname ‘Old Worser’ is credited with 
the naming of Worser Bay, probably never 
lived in the Pilot’s Cottage according to his 
descendant Jack Thessman, who detailed 
Heberley’s life as the city’s first pilot, a 
whaler, mountaineer, and husband of Te Wai 
Nahi, daughter of a Maori chief. Thessman 
believes the name Worser originated 
from the Maori word whata, which means 
elevated stage for storing food.

Sesquicentennial 
gem in the 
capital
The Pilot’s Cottage in Worser 
Bay, with a history as rich as 
Wellington itself, turns 150 
this year. It is one of the oldest 
dwellings in Wellington and 
represents the earliest phase 
of Pakeha settlement in the 
Seatoun area.

was destroyed. Earlier in the 1960s there 
was a threat of demolition of the cottage 
with a block of flats proposed for the site. 
The demolition fortunately never came to 
fruition. 

Externally, the cottage is little changed from 
its original, though skylights were added in 
1999 and the roof was lifted at the back to 
allow more room in the attic bedrooms and 
an upstairs bathroom added. 

Under its past three owners the cottage 
has been extensively renovated and 
modernised inside. It has been the 
residence of present owners, former 
journalist Simon Louisson and his wife 
Tamar for the past 20 years. They love their 
seaside home which is very much still 
standing 150 years on. n

A boom in ship arrivals in the 1840s 
persuaded the New Zealand Company 
to contract skilled pilots to guide vessels 
into Wellington harbour. The Pilot Station 
formed part of the signal chain by which 
it, Pencarrow Lighthouse and Beacon Hill 
could communicate with the Harbour 
Master at Queen’s Wharf via a Mount 
Victoria repeating station.

In 1915, the Wellington Harbour Board 
subdivided the land around the Pilot’s 
Cottage and leased separate blocks. Since 
1917 the Pilot’s Cottage has been used as 
a private residence. In the massive storm 
on 10 April 1968, which saw the capsizing 
of the Interisland ferry the Wahine on its 
entrance through the Wellington Heads, 
the railed verandah at the Pilot’s Cottage 

CENTRAL REGION

 
 Current owners of the Pilot’s Cottage, Simon and Tamar Louisson. (CREDIT: COPYRIGHT TO FAIRFAX NZ LIMITED) 

(PHOTOGRAPHER: RUBY MACANDREW)
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Planner  
leaves 

impressive 
legacy in 
Dunedin 

Former Dunedin City Council 
heritage policy planner Glen 
Hazelton has spent the past 

seven years advocating for 
the conservation of scores of 

Dunedin’s 19th-century buildings. 
There have been a number of wins 
during that time. The biggest one, 

he says, is seeing the shift in public 
perception about the value of 
heritage to the city’s identity.

SOUTHERN REGION

“FOR SO LONG people looked at old buildings 
as dowdy,” says Glen.

“And marketing in New Zealand focused on 
‘the new’. But increasingly the cities around 
the world that people want to visit are cities 
with cool old buildings and quirky laneways. 
Dunedin has these and more, with a vibrant 
arts and student scene.”

The area for which he is best known, and 
one of his favourite haunts, is the warehouse 
precinct in and around Vogel Street where 
blocks of heritage buildings are being 
returned to their former architectural glory. 
Glen and his team facilitated council grants to 
owners and heritage developers who moved 
in and restored the buildings as business 
spaces or apartments.

In that area the council invested $1.2 million 
and this has leveraged about $50 million 
in investment from the private sector. It 
has improved the streetscape dramatically, 
given the area a new lease of life, and led to 
positive economic gains for the city from an 
increased rates take from the area and new 
business activity. 

 
 

Glen Hazelton’s impact on 
Dunedin heritage retention has 
been impressive.  
(CREDIT: DUNEDIN CITY COUNCIL)
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“When the project was first espoused, people 
said it wouldn’t work and that the buildings 
were toast. In fact, there were so many reasons 
why it shouldn’t have worked,” says Glen. 

These reasons included major insurance 
roadblocks, primarily owing to the 
Canterbury earthquakes of 2010 and 2011, 
dealing with leasehold land, the majority of 
the buildings were practically derelict and 
the economy was still struggling following 
the global financial crisis.

“But it’s been hugely successful, the tenancy 
rates are good and there are still more 
projects within this precinct coming on 
stream,” says Glen. 

This is not the only heritage area Glen 
has championed for, but it’s one that 
has changed the public and councillors’ 
perceptions of their city and shown that 
buildings earmarked for demolition can be 
made really special. 

He explains how from about the 1960s to 
1990s a number of fantastic old buildings 
were demolished. The argument was 
Dunedin needed to be a modern city 
to attract the right tenants to ensure 
economic prosperity. This led to areas of 
bland uniformity while other areas became 
increasingly run down, with property owners 
believing it too hard or too expensive to 
bring their buildings up to code. 

Glen believes it’s about getting the balance 
right, recognising the need for modern 
amenities while retaining the true character 
and authenticity which can’t be replicated.

“When you combine new and old, that’s when 
architecture gets really interesting and that’s 
part of what makes a city special.” 

Glen says the success of any project relies on 
communication and collaboration. He and 
his team worked hard to change ideas about 
what’s possible and acceptable. 

“The warehouse precinct redevelopment 
clearly demonstrated that the adaptive reuse 
of heritage buildings was doable, and that 
people with limited funds were doing it. It has 
increased the public appetite to conserve and 
their expectation of developers. It’s also seen 
healthy competition emerge between owners 
to deliver constantly better projects.” 

During his time in Dunedin he’s also seen 
improvements across agencies, between 
councils and Heritage New Zealand for 
example, with both working together to realise 
the best outcomes and gain the respect of 
developers. He says the key is always good 
communication.

“We need to explain why we’re doing this, and 
why heritage is valuable and special. And we 
need to present new opportunities to current 
heritage property owners and prospective 
owners too, and to let them know we’re not 
a roadblock, we can get them through the 
consent process.”

Glen has left Dunedin for Perth but still plans 
to be involved in heritage work in New 
Zealand. He’s looking forward to sharing some 
of the lessons he’s learned in Dunedin with 
other cities. 

“In the past decade Dunedin has grown to 
recognise that heritage buildings are an 
intrinsic part of its character and identity. And 
that represents a huge shift in the general 
mind-set. The new generation values heritage 
and sees it as the key to future growth in the 
city. I hope to see this happen elsewhere in 
New Zealand too,” says Glen.

And a parting word of wisdom: “Don’t be 
limited by the minority of naysayers. It can be 
done.” n 

 
 The transformation of the National Mortgage Agency Company building, beautifully captured in 

these before and after photos. (CREDIT: DUNEDIN CITY COUNCIL)
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WORK IS WELL underway to conserve the 
heritage attraction.

“It’s a project that has been in the wind for 
a while,” says Jim Geddes, District Curator of 
Eastern Southland Gallery. 

Willowbank Windmill served the Waikaka 
Branch Railway Line from 1911 until the line’s 
closure in 1962. It provided water for steam 
locomotives travelling to the railhead at Waikaka 
in Southland.

“The local community has always regarded it as 
an important landmark and recognise that the 

Railway windmill and  
water tank a rare sight 
Willowbank Railway Windmill and Water Tank on  
State Highway 90, just 11km from Gore, is a  
Category 1 historic place. While there were over 116 railway windmills 
in New Zealand around the turn of the 20th century, Willowbank is 
one of only two to survive on its original site, and the only one which 
has been retained with its water tank. 

a long-term maintenance plan it would have 
continued to deteriorate. 

A local committee has been established 
to restore the windmill and water tank and 
reinvigorate the site. The committee is led 
by former New Zealand Army engineer Phil 
Morrison and the council has moved into a 
support role, helping with funding applications. 

“Our committee is very focused on its purpose, 
which is to preserve and promote the 
Willowbank Railway Windmill and Water Tank in 
order to honour and celebrate district heritage,” 
says Phil. 

Original plans and specifications were obtained 
from New Zealand Railways archives and taken 
to Croydon Aircraft Company who specialise in 
the restoration of wooden heritage fabric. They 
undertook the repair of the head of the windmill 
which had sustained damage, with several of the 
vanes coming unstuck. 

“We are still in the process of defining the true 
scope of the restoration effort, and we are alert 
to the potential scale of the challenge ahead,” 
says Phil.

Heritage New Zealand has met with Jim and 
the committee, providing advice to ensure 
they engage the right expertise, identify 
opportunities for funding, sponsorship and 
interpretation, and realise the potential of 
Willowbank as a landmark and visitor attraction.

“Being a set of structures with such a specific and 
now redundant use it is incredibly important to 
their survival that there is not just community 
interest but community action,” says Otago/
Southland Area Manager Jonathan Howard.

“This committee is doing all the right things.” n

branch line was an integral part of the district,” 
says Jim.

“Understandably they are keen to celebrate it 
and ensure its longevity.”

Gore District Council undertook a survey 
of the two structures about 12 years ago, 
commissioning a restoration and maintenance 
report which subsequently saw it upgraded to 
Category 1 on the New Zealand Heritage List/
Rarangi Korero. 

Interim repairs have been carried out over the 
years, but without major conservation work and 

 
 Committee members and Jim Geddes at Willowbank Railway Windmill and Water Tank.  

(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

“THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 
HAS ALWAYS REGARDED 
IT AS AN IMPORTANT 
LANDMARK AND 
RECOGNISE THAT THE 
BRANCH LINE WAS AN 
INTEGRAL PART OF THE 
DISTRICT,” – JIM GEDDES

SOUTHERN REGION
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THE NAME TUTIRA is linked with William 
Herbert Guthrie-Smith. He was a highly 
respected Englishman who came to New 
Zealand in 1880 and, after a term as a farming 
cadet on an estate near Peel Forest in mid-
Canterbury, moved to Hawke’s Bay in 1882 and 
began to ‘dig himself in’ at Tutira. 

Nestled at the base of a hill about 400m from 
State Highway 2 and the shoreline of Lake 

Station  
reflects 
personality of 
Tutira 
Tutira, 34km north of Hawke’s 
Bay airport, is a well-established 
place of interest on the Napier to 
Wairoa heritage trail. It is a popular 
stopping off place for travellers 
and day trippers to enjoy the 
peaceful lake, its birdlife and the 
surrounding countryside.

Tutira is the historic, Category 1 listed, Tutira 
Station Homestead which was built in 1907. 
Guthrie-Smith, a conservationist and author, 
farmed here until his death in 1940.

In September 1882, Guthrie-Smith and his family 
took delivery of their sheep station, 24,000 
acres (9700ha), which increased with a further 
acquisition to 64,000 acres in 1890. Their first 
homestead at Tutira was a weatherboard hut 
15ft by 12ft (4.5m by 3.6m), with a clay fireplace 
and iron chimney.

CENTRAL REGION

 
 Tutira Station Homestead. (CREDIT: GRAHAM LINWOOD (HASTINGS ARCHITECT)

Guthrie-Smith gave a lot of attention to his 
gardens. In spring and summer he was up 
early to garden before breakfast. After this, he 
would do some writing and in the afternoon 
the garden would call him back again. 

In addition to his life as a farmer, Guthrie-
Smith became known as a naturalist and an 
author. As his books Birds of Water, Wood 
and Waste, first published in 1910, and 
Mutton Birds and Other Birds, published in 
1914, began to sell, he was able to devote 
more time to his writing. His most detailed 
study was Tutira: The Story of a New 
Zealand Sheep Station, first published in 
1921. This publication established Guthrie-
Smith as an internationally recognised 
environmental writer.

Following his death, and in accordance with 
his wishes, Tutira Station was transferred to 
the Guthrie-Smith Trust in 1942.

“For many years the trust operated a farm 
cadet scheme,” says Terry Taaffe, a Guthrie-
Smith Trust trustee. 

“But in more recent times the legacy of 
Guthrie-Smith has been preserved by the 
development of a major arboretum in the 
residual 90ha – along with a residential centre 
for education and training in the outdoors. We 
provide for the study of natural sciences and 
environmental matters. We are delighted the 
Education Centre is widely used by schools 
and other groups.” n

 
 William Guthrie-Smith.  

(CREDIT: GUTHRIE-SMITH FAMILY FILES.)
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Here to stay at Waihau Beach 
What do you do with a block of superb beachside property on the 
North Island’s East Coast that is part of an increasingly sought-after 

coastal development? 

MAORI HERITAGE

 
 

A sweeping panorama of 
Waihau Beach, north of 
Gisborne. 
(CREDIT: VINESH KUMAR)
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IF YOU REPRESENT shareholders of one East 
Coast Maori Incorporation you hold onto the 
land and never let it go.

Faced with a generous offer to buy whanau 
land at Waihau Beach, Chairman of the Pakarae 
Incorporation kaumatua, Stan Pardoe, following 
discussions with his fellow committee members, 
made the decision to vest the land as a Maori 
Reserve instead. 

“When we discussed the idea of not selling the 
land but keeping it at our Incorporation AGM 
at Whangara Marae, there was unanimous 
support,” says Stan. 

“We’re proud of the fact that the land will 
now stay within the whanau, who are the 
shareholders of Pakarae Incorporation.” 

When people comment about what an 
impressive looking piece of land it is and 
speculate on its value, Stan has a standard 
response. 

“I tell them that, respectfully, this land is not for 
sale – and never will be,” he says. 

Input from Heritage New Zealand staff at a 
crucial time when sale of the land was being 
considered helped shape the committee’s 
decision, says Stan. 

“There are sites of high cultural and historical 
significance on the land, and the importance of 
these was highlighted to us by Heritage New 
Zealand staff who visited us at Waihau Beach,” 
says Stan. 

“We knew the sites were there, but having an 
outside perspective reinforced the importance 
of these places and helped clarify things for us. 
We’re grateful for that input, which was very 
timely. This is the best thing that could have 
been done with this land.” 

Fittingly, the legal process was completed at a 
hui held at Whangara Marae, with Maori Land 
Court Deputy Chief Judge, Karen Fox, who 
presided over the transfer, expressing delight 
that she was able to be involved in such a 
positive initiative.

The decision to vest the block of land into a 
Maori Reserve has since become a catalyst to 
inspire other committee members to research 
more of the history about the different places 
of cultural and historical significance within the 
Incorporation’s land area. Once the information 

has been gathered there are plans to present it 
in a format that will be easily accessible. 

History at the site dates at least to the 
16th century, with three recorded layers of 
occupation. Maori chief Hauiti, from who the 
current iwi take their name (Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti), 
stayed there circa 1530 to 1560 when returning 
from Gisborne after being injured during a 
battle. Research indicates it was a chief’s pa, with 
just one house and a number of storage pits 
on the site which was defended by ditches and 
banks and by a pa immediately overlooking it 
and the kai moana laden bay. A new house was 
built to replace the original around 100 years 
later, signifying the second layer of occupation. 

Archaeological research also confirmed that, as 
recently as the late 19th century, the site was 
used as a base for a missionary school.

There is also discussion about possibly installing 
interpretation signage telling some of the stories 
associated with the place and explaining its 
cultural significance. For Stan and the wider 
whanau, however, there’s no hurry to finalise 
any of these. Instead they would rather consider 
things carefully and ensure the end result is the 
best it can be. 

Conversations about the heritage and cultural 
significance of sites at Waihau Beach have had 
a wider impact – including growing awareness 
and appreciation among whanau of similar sites 
in their ownership elsewhere. 

“Whanau members are now looking at other 
sites of cultural or historic significance on their 
properties and what needs to be done to 
manage these better – which is a really positive 
outcome,” says Stan. 

“Heritage New Zealand staff have offered to 
assist us further, with archaeological information 
for example.”

In the meantime whanau can rest secure in 
the knowledge that they will always have their 
coastal taonga to enjoy. 

“At the end of the day it’s not about money – 
it’s about mana. Toitu te whenua – the land is 
forever,” says Stan. n

 
 A recent iwi meeting at Whangara Marae. (CREDIT: VINESH KUMAR )

“THERE ARE SITES 
OF HIGH CULTURAL 
AND HISTORICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE ON 
THE LAND, AND THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THESE 
WAS HIGHLIGHTED TO 
US BY HERITAGE NEW 
ZEALAND STAFF WHO 
VISITED US AT WAIHAU 
BEACH” – STAN PARDOE
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Rawene 
building a 

colourful winner
A bold and vibrant colour scheme 

in the heart of the Rawene 
Historic Precinct has been 

awarded top prize for the best 
‘commercial exteriors’ section in 
the Resene Total Colour Awards 

competition for 2016. 

THE PRECINCT IS scheduled on the Far North 
District Council’s District Plan and the Wedge 
building, built in the 1940s, is an important 
chapter in the wider heritage landscape.

The prestigious competition is open to all in 
Australia, the South Pacific and New Zealand. 
There were winners in 12 categories including 
schools, public buildings and houses.

Owners of the building, David Truscott 
and Gaynor Revill, were taken aback when 
their project was announced the winner of 
their category at the prizegiving event in 
Wellington. 

“We didn’t expect to get anywhere but hoped 
there might be some publicity for the town by 
entering,” says David. 

David and Gaynor had the idea of producing 
a tourism promotion picture of the town 
looking from the ferry and had seen examples 
of colourful buildings overseas that add 
character and attract tourists.

“The effect had to be lively so we needed 
other colours to go with the red panel, and 
the green and blue gave the most exciting 
contrast,” says David.

“The purple shop front colour was requested 
by Lorraine King for her Loretz shop, and this 
colour works well in the composition.

“We were pleased with the result and most 
people have been enthusiastic about the 
effect. Some were unsure at first but have 
come round in the end.” n

NORTHERN REGION

 
 The Wedge in Rawene. (CREDIT: DAVID TRUSCOTT) 

OPERA HOUSE A HERITAGE HIT
Mitchell Burrows, of Wellington 
architects Shand Shelton, received the 
Resene Total Colour Heritage Award 
for his restoration of the capital city’s 
Category 1 listed Opera House.

The judges concluded that Mitchell’s 
restoration was “breathtakingly 
beautiful; a monochromatic colour 
palette has been applied with such 
care and attention”.

A team of eight painters and six artists 
took over 2000 hours to restore the 
main stage arch, circle boxes, upper 
foyer and stairwell.


