
heritage.org.nz 1

 
 

The stunning exterior, left, and interior, above, at Old St Paul’s. (CREDIT: GRANT SHEEHAN )
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CENTRAL REGION

OMG, OSP turns 150
One of Wellington, and New Zealand’s, greatest heritage places,  
Old St Paul’s officially turns 150 years old this month.

THE DOORS TO this Heritage New Zealand-
cared for property remain open today with staff 
welcoming visitors to enjoy and appreciate the 
grandeur of the architecture and its rich history.

To mark the consecration of the church on  
6 June 1866, the clergy, choir and 
congregation of St Paul’s is joining with the 
Friends of Old St Paul’s and Heritage New 
Zealand to celebrate the ‘Evensong Service’ 
at Old St Paul’s at 5pm on 5 June. All are 

welcome to attend the service which will, 
as far as possible, replicate the hymns and 
readings of the first Evensong held.

The Friends evolved from a group in the 1960s 
that saved the church from the threat of 
demolition, and they now raise funds and assist 
Heritage New Zealand in its promotion and 
maintenance. The Government purchased Old 
St Paul’s from the Anglican Church in late 1966 
– 50 years ago.

CONTINUED OVER >

Today Old St Paul’s, although still consecrated, 
is regarded as a non-denominational church 
with the Anglican Church retaining a residual 
interest. It has expanded from its original 
purpose as a place of worship and host of 
weddings, funerals and christenings to also 
include exhibitions, plays, concerts and 
banquets. The change in use reflects the 
change in society and showcases how a 
heritage building can successfully be used in a 
21st century setting.

“Old St Paul’s is really a Wellington institution 
that is much loved and admired by locals and 
visitors,” says Heritage Destinations Southern 
Region Manager Paul McGahan.
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 Old St Paul’s in Wellington turns 150 years old this 

month. (CREDIT: GRANT SHEEHAN )

“It has been a place of refuge and safety for 
many thousands of people since 1866, including 
the US Marines in World War II who saw it as a 
home-away-from-home while stopping here 
on active service. Those bonds, like many other 
people have, remain strong to this day.”

Heritage New Zealand hosted a range of 
events at Old St Paul’s last year as part of 
Wellington City Council’s celebrations marking 
150 years of the city as the capital. The Old St 
Paul’s foundation stone was laid in 1865.

Old St Paul’s is open every day (except 
Christmas Day and for short periods during 
private functions) from 9.30am to 5pm.

“There is much to see and do at Old St Paul’s 
every day,” says Paul.

“The building is one of the finest examples 
of timber Gothic Revival architecture in the 
world. It’s magnificent just to go inside, sit in 
a pew, admire the architectural design and 
workmanship and to simply reflect on the 
beauty of this wonderful church and the vision 
of Wellington’s early pioneer settlers.”n
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EDITORIAL

SUE POWELL

THE LATEST proposals for change around 
our “favourite” planning law present some 
interesting and challenging dilemmas.

On the one hand it is not difficult to 
understand the desire to make more minor 
consents (such as minor alterations to 
buildings that might infringe boundary 
and height requirements) and subdivisions 
less onerous and more straightforward: the 
cost, time and stress for an ordinary New 
Zealander trying to do something relatively 
minor can be significant. 

On the other hand, the opportunity 
presented by an application to identify and 
then work with the applicant to therefore 
avoid or minimise impacts on archaeological 
sites (particularly in the case of a subdivision), 
or to have input on changes to heritage 
buildings, has long been used as a tool in 
our toolbox to conserve heritage. There is 
a risk that this opportunity might be lost as 
councils pay attention to the desire to speed 
up processes.

The proposals also present some new and 
potentially exciting opportunities. 

Iwi relationships
Expectations of how councils will involve 
iwi in decision-making, particularly 
around plan and policy development (and 
recognition of sites of importance to iwi) are 
significantly increased. For some councils, 
this simply embeds current good practice 
in law; however for others it will force the 
issue of having very real and meaningful 
relationships with iwi. 

RMA changes – for better or worse?
Government recently introduced proposals for changes to the Resource Management 
Act (RMA) focused on further “simplifying and streamlining” the Act, and in particular, 
ensuring that local government was adequately providing space for housing 
development. Sue comes from a background in RMA and local government.

The opportunity here for iwi to have real and 
meaningful dialogue with councils about 
values and places of significance to iwi is 
significantly enhanced. 

Template plans
The concept of national templates is an 
old one recycled – but one that presents 
a welcome opportunity for any agency 
attempting to create a level of consistency 
across New Zealand.  This will provide some 
relief and cost savings for agencies seeking 
to engage with nearly 70 local authorities, 
and will remove a significant degree of 
legal challenge for all concerned. While 
there will inevitably be debate about the 
ability for communities to determine their 
own future, some rebalancing and level 
of harmonisation at the national level is 
welcome.

National Planning instruments
While a greater emphasis on developing 
policy and instruments at the national level 
again is welcome, particularly when dealing 
with issues that don’t vary regionally (such 
as managing infrastructure or dealing with 
human health issues), I am not holding my 
breath for national instruments providing 
significant relief in heritage matters. The 
reason for this is two-fold: firstly, that 
there are many priorities for national 
policy statements; and secondly, national 
instruments such as national policy 
statements at best tilt the playing field only 
slightly, as competing interests must also be 
factored in. 

Streamlining plans
While at first blush the concept of removing 
appeal rights and further submissions seems 
draconian and subject to the flavour of 
the government of the day, the purpose 
and checks and balances are worthy of 
further consideration. There is little value 
in engaging the community in lengthy 
and legal debate when councils have 
limited degrees of freedom to implement 
government policy directives. 

Similarly, if parties affected by a provision 
are in agreement – say for example the 
scheduling of a heritage-listed building or site 
– then why would council need to go through 
a full consultation and hearing process. The 
opportunities therefore to update plans as 
new listings are added to, thus providing 
faster protection, at significantly lower cost, 
could make providing information and 
protection vastly simpler.

There is much water to go under the 
bridge before we see the final form of these 
changes. What is clear is that government is 
focused on further refining our most wide-
reaching environment and planning statute. 

The opportunity now lies in making the best 
use of the changes that affect us. Our job is 
to inspire New Zealanders to engage with 
their heritage, and to seek to build a future 
that is firmly informed by our past. Our job is 
to make this happen. n

SUE POWELL
ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE FOR  
HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND POUHERE TAONGA
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Bay of Plenty in 
every way for 
heritage 
Ben Pick is Heritage New 
Zealand’s Lower Northern Area 
Manager, based in Tauranga 
working with a seven-strong 
team.  Now firmly settled with 
his family in the Bay of Plenty, 
Ben has his wife, Jane, to thank 
for his career in heritage.  He 
talks with John O’Hare.

Q: When did you first become 
interested in heritage? What 

triggered your interest? 
At secondary school I began exploring and 
better understanding events in history, and also 
about heritage.  I’ve always been fascinated with 
the past, humanity and old cultures. 

The subjects I took at school tended to be 
weighted towards art, though I didn’t want to 
be a school art teacher.  My wife Jane saw that I 
wasn’t particularly happy at the job I was doing.  
She said “you like old things – I’ve enrolled you 
in New Start Arts at Auckland University”, and 
anthropology became a career path.  I can thank 
Jane for my career in heritage.  I didn’t think I was 
able to do it.  She’d just finished her degree and 
said “it’s your turn now”. 

Q: Where did you grow up? 
I was born in Christchurch, though 

moved to Auckland shortly after when the 
1979 oil crisis put an end to my dad’s carpet 
laying business.  

FEATURE INTERVIEW

(ABOVE) Ben and son Jack relaxing with a cool  
drink. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

(LEFT) Ben Pick outside Heritage New Zealand’s 
Tauranga office in Wharf Street. The street features 
information panels explaining its history.   
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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Q: How long have you worked at 
Heritage New Zealand as the Lower 

Northern Area Manager?  
My first anniversary was in May. 

Before starting work at Heritage New Zealand 
I worked as the Senior Cultural Heritage 
Officer for Arrow Energy in Queensland – an 
Australian joint venture involving Shell and 
Chinese investors.

One thing I have noticed is how passionate 
Heritage New Zealand staff are about their 
work.  In the corporate environment, you’re 
considered a bit of an ‘old boy’ if you’ve been 
working for more than two years in one 
place.  At Heritage New Zealand I often come 
across people who have been here 10 years 
or more.  It shows their passion for their job 
and for heritage.  These people are also highly 
experienced and knowledgeable – and it’s 
tremendous that this sort of expertise is being 
retained within the organisation.  

Q: Did the Canterbury earthquakes 
play any role in your decision to 

return to New Zealand?  
Yes. Jane’s father’s house was badly damaged 
as a result of the February 2011 earthquake, 
and he subsequently moved to Waiheke 
Island.  My parents also moved from Auckland 
to Waihi Beach – so having family relatively 
close to the Bay of Plenty was certainly a 
factor in drawing Jane, myself and our two 
boys, Luke and Jack, back to New Zealand.  

Q: Why is heritage so important? 
Heritage is a finite resource and 

needs to be appreciated.  It’s the stories 
behind these places that make them so 
special.  Although I’ve only lived and worked 
in the Lower Northern Area for a year, I know 
more than I did 12 months ago, and my goal 
is to become really knowledgeable about 
the area. 

One thing I’ve really enjoyed is getting to 
know some of the stories behind the historic 
buildings.  I’ve always appreciated the 
archaeology of the area, but learning about 
the history of many of our heritage buildings 
has been a real pleasure.

Q: Are there any particular heritage 
areas that are special to you?  

The Lower Northern Area has some of the 
most interesting archaeological sites in 

really good to be able to connect with 
individuals and groups involved in heritage in 
different parts of the area. 

Q: Any other thoughts?  
Heritage is for all ages to appreciate 

and enjoy.  We have some of the most 
extraordinary heritage anywhere in the 
country – including early missionary 
settlements, the Waikato Wars and fascinating 
Maori archaeology to name just a few.  Our 
history has something to engage the interest 
of all people.  I love being in a role that helps 
people appreciate for themselves what a 
fascinating part of the world we live in – and 
I also enjoy wheeling out some interesting 
historical stories at barbeques.

It’s also great to live in a place where we don’t 
have to drive three hours to the beach! n 

the country, and many of these are places 
that are accessible to the public, like the 
Papamoa Hills and the archaeological 
coastal landscape which runs right down to 
Opotiki.  Other fascinating archaeological 
sites include the Waikato redoubts and 
Mauao (Mt Maunganui) which is my favourite 
archaeological site. 

I’ve also developed an appreciation for the 
Waikato, and particularly the historic buildings 
on Hamilton’s Victoria Street which are 
amazing.  Gisborne’s CBD is also a favourite 
place.  I’ve grown to really value these two 
areas in particular. 

Q: Are there any special projects you 
are working on at the moment?  

One of the things I’m involved with is ongoing 
work with community outreach.  It’s been 

Ben Pick is enjoying his Area Manager role with Heritage New Zealand. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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Flagging New Zealand’s history
A display shedding light on some of the stories behind New Zealand’s 
historic flags drew unprecedented attention in Northland over summer. 

DEVELOPED BY Heritage New Zealand’s 
Northland staff, the display was presented 
at the Bay of Islands A&P Show at Waimate 
North, the Waitangi Day festival at Waitangi, 
the Mangungu Treaty commemorations and 
the North Hokianga A&P Show.

It also featured at the new Waitangi Museum 
and will soon appear at Whangarei Museum 
and other venues in the North Island. 

“We wanted to tell the stories behind the 
different flags that have represented New 
Zealand over the past 180 years,” says Heritage 
New Zealand’s Northland Manager, Bill Edwards. 

“The debate about the proposed new flag 
certainly made the display topical. When we 

NORTHERN REGION

reason that New Zealand was not a British 
colony,” says Bill. 

Because she didn’t tick these two vital boxes, 
the Sir George Murray was unable to trade. 
Faced with this bureaucratic obstacle, officials 
in Sydney impounded the ship. 

“It was not without some opposition from 
Taonui and Patuone, two Hokianga rangatira 
who were on board at the time,” says Bill.

“It is understood that they flew a Maori cloak, 
or paki, in an attempt to signify the ship’s origin. 
Technically speaking this was New Zealand’s 
first flag.” 

Research carried out as part of the 
development of the display uncovered a few 
little-known aspects of New Zealand’s early 
flag history – including pictorial evidence of 
the use of the red ensign as early as the 1820s 
(though not strictly speaking as a national 
flag), and some debate over the exact number 
of points on the stars of New Zealand’s first 
gazetted maritime flag (six versus eight). 

talked to people, however, we found they 
already had a deep interest in New Zealand’s 
national flags over the years, and how they 
came about.” 

Some of the stories were a surprise to many – 
including the bombshell that New Zealand’s 
first national flag was likely to have been a paki 
(flax rain cape). 

“One of the earliest New Zealand-built ships 
– the Sir George Murray – sailed into Sydney 
Harbour in 1830. Because she had been 
constructed in the Hokianga, the ship didn’t 
have a register – a certificate containing 
ownership and construction details. It also 
couldn’t sail under the British flag for the simple 

 
 

Heritage New Zealand’s historic flags display at the Bay of Islands 
A&P Show in Waimate.  (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

NORTHERN REGION
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Research also highlighted the little-known 
McDonnell flag which also had its roots in the 
Hokianga. 

“After the Sir George Murray had been seized 
and her cargo unloaded, the ship was sold at 
auction on 20 January 1831. Her new owner 
was Captain Thomas McDonnell, who sailed 
for New Zealand in March 1831 after being 
granted a temporary licence by the Collector of 
Customs in Sydney to trade across the Tasman 
Sea,” says Bill. 

McDonnell had bought the shipyard at 
Horeke in the Hokianga in 1830, so the 
ship was heading home. Although he had 
a restricted licence to trade between New 
South Wales and New Zealand, it didn’t permit 
McDonnell to enter the growing whaling 
trade, nor to venture further afield to Britain 
with timber as he was probably keen to do – 
or even to trade in Asia.

Recent research into the Horeke shipyard by 
archaeologist Matt Carter has highlighted 
a fascinating account of a hitherto almost 
unknown ‘national’ flag which would appear 
to have McDonnell’s DNA all over it. The  
22 August 1831 edition of the Sydney Herald 
carried this story: 

“Captain McDonnell, of the Sir George Murray, 
hoists the New Zealand colours at the mast 
head; they are the English St George ensign, 
the ground of one quarter being blue, and 

having a half moon at its centre. This, we 
believe, is the first time these colours have ever 
been exhibited.” 

“It’s possible that in order to carry out trade 
Thomas McDonnell may have used or adapted 
an existing flag, claiming it to be a national flag 
of New Zealand,” says Bill. 

These and other stories are told in the display, 
which include reproductions of the historic 
flags flown from flagpoles. 

“Wherever the display was set up it struck 
a chord, and we literally had hundreds of 
interesting discussions about the history of our 
flags all over Northland.” 

One accolade really gave the Northland team 
a boost. 

“The flag display won the Best Trade Exhibit 
award at the North Hokianga Agricultural 
and Pastoral Show – something we were 
particularly happy about,” says Bill.  n

 
 

 
 A great sight at the Treaty Commemorations at Mangungu Mission in the Hokianga in February.  (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

 
 

The flag display at the North Hokianga A&P Show in 
Broadwood. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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AND IT WAS a case of double delight for 
Geoff, with the Category 2-listed building on 
the New Zealand Heritage List/Rarangi Korero 
also collecting the Heritage New Zealand/Otago 
Polytechnic-sponsored Heritage Interiors Award 
for best interior.

Geoff was the driving force behind the 
conversion of the former post office that 
originally opened in 1937 into the Silver Fern 
Farms offices and 121-room Distinction Dunedin 
Hotel that was officially opened late last year.  
The Distinction Hotels Group committed to the 
building in 2010, with redevelopment getting 
underway in mid-2013.

At its peak 1100 people worked at the former 
Chief Post Office, and today there are businesses 
occupying all floors.

“I took a look at the building and could see it 
would convert to a hotel,” Geoff told Heritage 
New Zealand magazine recently.

“I just loved it.  And because it had an empty 
section behind it, it was going to work out with 
parking and I could combine the two really well.

“Everywhere you go you come across 
somebody who has either worked there, been 
in there, met their wife there or just knows the 

Former Chief 
Post Office 
conversion a 
winner 
It was a winning envelope that 
opened for developer Geoff 
Thomson recently when the 
former Chief Post Office building 
on Princes Street in Dunedin 
was named the overall category 
winner of the city’s Heritage  
Re-use Awards.

building.  I’ve never had a building before where 
people have been so positive about it.  The 
people of Dunedin have been amazing, and 
happy at seeing it reopen.”

One of the judges, and current city councillor, 
David Benson-Pope told the Otago Daily Times 
newspaper the transformation of the building to 
what it is today was “stunning”.

Dunedin Mayor Dave Cull also commented on 
the increased pace at which Dunedin’s heritage 
buildings were being revitalised.

‘‘There is now a nationally recognised wave of 
heritage re-use and restoration in our city,’’  
Mr Cull told the newspaper.

Heritage New Zealand’s Otago/Southland Area 
Manager Jonathan Howard says the double 
success was fully deserved for Geoff and all 
those involved in the project.

“Geoff, with his consultants, displayed 
commitment, innovation and good design 
to overcome particular challenges of so 
successfully adapting the building with two 
distinct new uses,” says Jonathan.

“Geoff has not only secured the future of this 
significant heritage building but will also help 
secure the future of those heritage buildings, 
individually and collectively, in the surrounding 
precinct and wider Dunedin.”

The former Wilson’s Distillery, Willowbank, 
gained a commendation under the Heritage 
Interiors Award for its sensitive conversion 
into offices.  Other award winners were 
the Standard Building, 201 Princes Street 
(earthquake strengthening award) and the  
Iona Presbyterian Church Restoration Trust for 
the restoration of the Port Chalmers church 
(David Cox Memorial Award). n

SOUTHERN REGION

 
 The former Chief Post Office, now the Distinction Dunedin Hotel.   (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND) 
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“We learn a great deal from these events, 
and it’s always fascinating to hear what 
the community has been doing and what 
heritage opportunities there are for us to be 
involved in.

“There are rich heritage resources to draw on 
in Central Hawke’s Bay and Nelson to develop 
tourism and economic opportunities.”   n

(TOP) Enjoying a tour of Oruawharo, 
from left, Heritage New Zealand Board 
Chair Wyatt Creech, Central Region Area 
Coordinator David Watt, Central Region 
General Manager Claire Craig and Central 
Region Planning Assistant David Batchelor.   
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Some of the guests outside Oruawharo 
homestead in Hawke’s Bay.  
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

THE EVENTS, ‘Celebrating Central Hawke’s 
Bay’s Heritage – Nga Tapuwae o Tamatea’ at the 
historic Oruawharo in Takapau, and ‘Highlighting 
Nelson’s Heritage’, an evening of presentations at 
Old St John’s Church as part of Heritage Week in 
Nelson, were very well attended.

As part of its outreach, Heritage New Zealand 
is encouraging property owners, heritage 
groups and councils to tell it how best to work 
alongside the community to identify, promote 
and protect heritage.

More than 150 people attended the Oruawharo 
event to hear presentations from prominent 
local heritage identities, the Central Hawke’s Bay 
District Council, Heritage New Zealand staff and 
Board and Maori Heritage Council member Sir 
Pita Sharples.

“The turnout at Oruawharo reinforced the 
strong appreciation the Central Hawke’s Bay 
community already has for their heritage, and 
their commitment to see that it is looked after,” 
says Heritage New Zealand Central Region 
General Manager, Claire Craig.

“The next step is to work with the community 
to establish the best way to partner with 
them to achieve further positive heritage 
outcomes. We appreciated noted Hawke’s 
Bay historian Pat Parson’s challenge to us to 
continue our work with Central Hawke’s Bay 
by identifying key heritage sites and involving 
local schools to foster greater knowledge 
of heritage places. We think that would be 

Outreach 
programmes  
a big hit
Two recent outreach programmes 
by Central Region staff in Hawke’s 
Bay and Nelson have reinforced 
the community’s appreciation 
for heritage and the desire for 
continued partnerships with 
Heritage New Zealand.

CENTRAL REGION

a great initiative for development alongside 
local people.

“We look forward to hearing other community 
ideas as to how best to work together.”

Highlights from the ‘Celebrating Central Hawke’s 
Bay’s Heritage – Nga Tapuwae o Tamatea’ event 
included Sir Pita Sharples entertaining the 
audience with his history in Takapau, and his 
experiences of the coming together of Maori 
and European cultures in Hawke’s Bay, supported 
by glorious acapella waiata from his family. 

The collaboration with the Nelson City Council 
to be part of Heritage Week resulted in engaging 
discussion on historic places, areas and sites of 
archaeological and Maori heritage significance.

“It was a stimulating evening with a selection of 
speakers discussing what makes Nelson special,” 
says Claire.
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South Island’s first wahi tupuna formally recognised 
It was a fantastic, important occasion in Dunedin on 22 March as about 50 people attended a 
commemorative plaque being unveiled identifying the Toitu Tauraka Waka as the first place in  
Te Wai Pounamu (the South Island) to be recognised for its ancestral significance as a wahi tupuna  
under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.

THE TOITU TAURAKA WAKA was one of 
several Kati Mamoe-Kai Tahu landing places 
in the Otago harbour at the time of colonial 
settlement in the Otago region. Today the 
site is occupied by John Wickliffe Plaza on 
Princes Street. The entry recognises the 
importance of this site and its place in New 
Zealand’s national identity.  

Situated beside the Toitu creek as it emptied 
into the harbour, the tauraka waka site 

MAORI HERITAGE

provided a softly sloped beach for landing 
waka, a good point of entry to the surrounding 
bush and mahika kai (food gathering area), as 
well as access to fresh water. 

During the earliest years of colonial settlement 
of Dunedin the tauraka waka area became a 
vibrant trade and market place for a brief 
period of time.  The colonial enterprise to 
establish the city eventually resulted in the 
channelisation of the Toitu while the tauraka 

waka was rapidly submerged under the 
building and foreshore reclamation for the 
city of Dunedin. 

The Toitu Tauraka Waka wahi tupuna site 
commemorates the traditional lifestyle of 
the Kai Te Pahi, Kati Moki and Kati Taoka 
hapu, their early interactions with European 
colonists, and the short-lived trading activity 
that took place at the landing site once 
colonists first arrived in Otago. 
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(LEFT) Dignitaries and attendees surround 
the newly-unveiled memorial plaque.   
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

(TOP) Heritage New Zealand’s Kaihautu, 
Te Kenehi Teira, and Te Runanga o Otakou 
kaumatua, Edward Ellison, hongi after 
Te Kenehi presents Otakou with a bound 
commemorative copy of the listing report. 
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

(ABOVE) Dunedin Mayor, Dave Cull,  
Te Runanga o Otakou kaumatua, Edward 
Ellison, and Heritage New Zealand’s Kaihautu, 
Te Kenehi Teira, with guests at the unveiling.    
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Te Runanga o Otakou kaumatua Edward 
Ellison, in an interview with Dunedin 
Television, said the site’s recognition was 
important to acknowledge and celebrate. 
Although no tangible remnant of the tauraka 
waka survives today, Kai Tahu ki Otakou recall 
the history and importance of the site and 
hold it to be a wahi tupuna representing 
people, place and events that form a 
significant marker in their tribal history.

“This point here in the city is where the old 
landing site for our ancestors was located, 
or near to this point, what they call a tauraka 
waka where they would come up the 
harbour and land their canoes.

“Whether it was gathering food resources 
here or travelling further south over land to 
the various points, it was quite an important 
part to the network of trails.

“We have museums with taonga in, but 
nothing overt outside as a physical memorial, 
a reminder of our ancestors, of our tradition, 
of our place here in the city.”

Mayor Dave Cull also spoke at the unveiling, 
saying it was important the early history of 
the area was understood, as it was where 
Dunedin began.

Otakou and Puketeraki whanau also 
attended, along with Dunedin City Council 
staff, local heritage enthusiasts and building 
owners, including The Garrison Hall building 
owner William Cockerill, who donated 
the kohatu (stone), Heritage New Zealand 
Kaihautu, Te Kenehi Teira, Central/Southern 
Maori Heritage Manager, Dean Whiting, 
Southern Region Maori Heritage Advisor, Huia 
Pacey, Dunedin office staff and Board and Maori 
Heritage Council member, Wayne Marriott.

“The plaque is the only visible marker in the 
CBD acknowledging manawhenua and it 
was such a good feeling to put a tick to the 
project completion,” says Huia.

“A lot of people were interested and helpful 
throughout the report compilation and 
event logistics. A big thank you to local 
stonemason Marcus Wainwright who worked 
with us to source and work on the stone 
and provide advice on the plaque. Rachel 
Wesley from Otakou was great for facilitating 
korero during the compilation of the listing 

report and helping organise attendance at 
the event. 

“Dunedin City Council staff were enthusiastic 
about the project as well. The event triggered 
some good collaborative discussions between 
tangata whenua and council about the 
redevelopment options for the Exchange 
area.”

The listing of Toitu Tauraka Waka as a 
wahi tupuna follows that of Waitangi in 
September last year and Te Awa i Manukau – 
Guide Bella’s Whare, in Rotorua in March this 
year. n
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TE AWA I MANUKAU was built in 1925 
for Guide Bella Papakura by her husband 
Aperehama Wiari.  It was named after the Ngati 
Wahiao/Tuhourangi ancestor Te Awa i Manukau 
as a reminder of her inherent mana and prestige, 
which was passed down to Bella through her 
ancestors.  The whare stands as a reminder 
of Guide Bella and her contribution to the 
Whakarewarewa community.

Born in 1870 as Isabella Pattison, ‘Bella’ was the 
daughter of Tuhourangi woman Rakera Ihaia 
and Englishman William Arthur Thom.  She lived 
through the devastating Tarawera eruption in 
1886, and spent many of her younger years at 
schools away from home.  She was well versed 
in Tuhourangi knowledge and through her 
schooling became proficient in the English 
language and culture.  She became one of the 
most requested guides of her time, showcasing 
Whakarewarewa to tourists.

Bella, along with her sister Maggie, eventually 
led a Maori dance troupe, taking Maori song and 
dance to the world stage.  One of the group’s 
songs was ‘Pakete Whero’, composed by Guide 
Bella.  This was a poi item about the red scarves 
that she and her love would wear to secretly 
show their fondness for each other. 

“This song is still sung today for tourists who visit 
Whakarewarewa,” says Heritage New Zealand 

Guide Bella’s 
wharepuni 
receives wahi 
tupuna status 
A small, carved wharepuni 
at Whakarewarewa, home of 
the Ngati Wahiao/Tuhourangi 
people and international tourist 
destination in Rotorua, was 
recently listed as a wahi tupuna 
with Heritage New Zealand. 

Maori Heritage Advisor Tamoe Ngata.

“As a salute to Bella and their guiding heritage, 
the red scarf is worn by Tuhourangi women 
when performing or representing Tuhourangi at 
formal occasions.”

The façade of Te Awa i Manukau, with its maihi 
extending down both sides, can be likened to 
Guide Bella with her arms extended to the many 
guests she hosted.  The red paint which colours 
the frame of the façade can also be likened to 
the red scarf that Guide Bella would wear.  In her 
absence, her whare Te Awa i Manukau stands in 
her place perpetuating her memory.  She and 
Aperehama are buried in the family cemetery 
directly behind Te Awa i Manukau.

Bella was taken under the wing of legendary 

Guide Sophia Hinerangi, who had sheltered 
62 people in her whare during the Tarawera 
eruption in 1886.  Sophia trained her in guiding, 
which became Bella’s passion.  

“In 1905, the Tourist Department formalised 
guiding and the operation of the 
Whakarewarewa Thermal Reserve.  Bella was  
the first guide to be licensed under the system 
and, in 1905, she received Guide Certificate  
No. 1,” says Tamoe.

“Bella suffered a stroke in 1934 and she never 
returned to guiding at Whakarewarewa before 
her death in 1950.  Her guiding number was 
never re-issued, however, and she was always 
acknowledged as the head guide during that 
time – such was her mana.”  n

 
 

The late Abe Moke – who proposed Guide Bella’s whare for listing as a  
wahi tupuna – in front of Te Awa i Manukau. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND) 

MAORI HERITAGE
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SINCE VOLUNTEERING as cooks at Highwic 
– the historic mansion in Auckland cared for by 
Heritage New Zealand – the two have started 
from scratch, learning the inner workings of the 
old coal range, the sole means of cooking when 
the house was built in 1863. 

“It’s an art and a science,” says Katrina, who, with 
Janene, has mastered the technique of starting 
the fire with good dry kindling, building up 
to a layer of coal and ensuring the firebox is 
constantly fed. 

“We soon realised that if we didn’t give it a 
regular clean by scraping soot and ash from 
around the ovens and the firebox it wouldn’t 
reach the heat needed for a good quick batch 
of scones.” 

Not content with scones, the two volunteers 
baked their way through handwritten recipes 
found in the house from the Buckland era, the 
family who built and lived in the house for over 
a century. 

Visitors to Highwic who arrive on a coal range 
day are never disappointed, says Manager of 
Highwic, Cheryl Laurie. 

“The coal range is often the highlight of their 
day,” she says.

“We had one visitor who specifically wrote to 
Katrina and Janene expressing delight at the 

Highwic’s 
coal range 
a warming 
experience
Katrina Van Boheeman and Janene 
Novelle have learned a lot about 
the art and science of cooking over 
the past couple of years – though 
not for them the convenience of 
microwaves and ready mixes. 

groups such as Probus or garden groups are full 
of memories of their own coal range days.” 

Working with children in the school holidays 
baking scones and Anzac biscuits is a particular 
treat.

“It’s rather neat to watch their faces when they 
eat the goodies they have made,” says Janene.

“One of the best comments we got was from a 
student who made some scones and told me, 
rather excitedly, that they were better than those 
from the supermarket.” 

Highwic’s coal range is fired up and operational 
on the first Wednesday of every month. If you 
would like to become a volunteer to work with 
Katrina and Janine please email  
highwic@heritage.co.nz n

batch of ginger gems they had whipped up 
on the range – even though the two Scottish 
visitors who were with her that day didn’t know 
what a ginger gem was. They soon found out, 
though, and the gems certainly hit the spot.” 

The working coal range holds a fascination for 
both young and old according to Janene, who 
first applied to be a volunteer cook because the 
challenge of cooking on a coal range and trying 
out old recipes appealed. 

“I enjoy interacting with older members of 
the public who remember their parents or 
grandparents cooking on the coal range. I also 
love working with children who perhaps have 
never seen a coal range or know how it works.

“The school kids are fascinated, and the older 

NORTHERN REGION

 
 

(ABOVE) Janene Novelle, 
left, and Katrina Van 
Boheeman with visitors to 
Highwic’s coal range day.    
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND) 

(LEFT) The coal range in 
action. 
(CREDIT: AMANDA TRAYES) 
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Fyffe House 
visit sparks 
memories
Recently Huia Pacey, Southern 
Region Maori Heritage Advisor, 
took her oldest uncle, Arthur 
Pacey, for a visit to capture some 
of his childhood memories of the 
Kaikoura beachfront and Fyffe 
House. Outreach Coordinator for 
Canterbury/West Coast, Rosemary 
Baird, took the opportunity to 
record some of Arthur’s earliest 
memories there.

 
 Arthur Pacey outside Fyffe House. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

SOUTHERN REGION

FYFFE HOUSE IN Kaikoura is one of 
Heritage New Zealand’s most recognisable 
properties of the 48 it cares for nationwide. 
Painted salmon pink, and set on the 
beachfront overlooking the Pacific Ocean, 
Fyffe House is an important heritage site 
for Kaikoura. The significance to both Maori 
and Pakeha was illustrated in the 1860s 
when koiwi (human remains), two toki 
(axes) and a huge moa egg were found 
when the former whaling cottage was 
being extended. 

Arthur Pacey was born in 1924 in Kaikoura to  
a large family. He and his 10 siblings lived  
near the Kaikoura beachfront during the 
tough Depression years. Kai moana was vital 
to the Pacey’s livelihood.

“When the tide was out the table was set,” 
Arthur recalls.

“My favourite was paua. All the fishing 
grounds around the place, I’d been to all of 
them. We’d go down to the beach behind  

the house, get whekes out of the rocks and 
eat all the paua and kina we could get our 
hands on – pipi, limpets, you name it.

“Most of my other (Pakeha) mates had farms. 
I remember Dad going fishing and coming 
back and swapping groper for a side of lamb, 
just to get meat.”

Arthur remembered visiting the Low family 
who lived in Fyffe House, which used to be 
painted a khaki green colour in his day.

“Old Mrs Low, she used to come out. We used 
to go and get our milk there. They also had a 
magpie which ate our peaches. She was a nice 
old lady, but strict. They used to have a few 
cows there and do the milking and supply all 
around the wharf.”

The garden looks different now to how Arthur 
recalls it from his childhood.

“Everything was hidden behind tall grass in 
those days. When I went there (today) I was 
surprised at the terrain. It was always flat to 
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“IT’S FABULOUS AND 
ESSENTIAL TO HAVE 
PEOPLE BRINGING 
THEIR STORIES BACK 
TO THE SITE”     
– ANN MCCAW

us. I suppose that’s because of the bushes 
and flowers that were in front of it.”

Arthur has plenty of fascinating memories 
about life on the Kaikoura seafront. One 
memory was seeing the diesel store near 
Fyffe House catching fire in “one big sheet of 
flames”. On another occasion Arthur and some 
school friends ‘borrowed’ one of the dinghies 
used by fishermen anchored in the harbour. 
When they got caught in a strong north-
easterly, Arthur’s mates dived overboard as 
they thought they would sink.

“But I wasn’t going to leave the boat there 
because I knew what was going to happen 
when I got home if we got found out – big 
trouble,” says Arthur. 

Manager of Fyffe House, Ann McCaw, showed 
Arthur and Huia around during their visit. 

“It’s fabulous and essential to have people 
bringing their stories back to the site,”  
says Ann.

“People often feel their memories of the place 
are insignificant, but we try and get them to 
understand that each one they share helps 

build the story of the place. These are the 
things that help keep it alive. The buildings are 
fantastic but without the stories of the people 
they are mere objects on the landscape or 
curiosities of architecture. People are the 
reason these were built in the first place 
and they are the reason these buildings will 
continue to be cared for.”  n 

 
 Arthur Pacey reminisces with Fyffe House Property Manager, 

Ann McCaw. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

 
 Arthur Pacey at Kaikoura’s seashore with Huia Pacey. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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THE CEMETERY contains the graves of the 
earliest nuns and priests in Wellington.  The 
project is being spearheaded by the Friends of 
the Mount Street Cemetery with endorsement 
from Heritage New Zealand, the Wellington 
City Council and community interests.

The Chair of the Friends of the Mount Street 
Cemetery, Karen Adair, says the Friends 
group was established under the Catholic 
Archdiocese in 2010 to lead activities to restore 

Conservation 
repairs at 
Wellington 
cemetery 
The Mount Street Cemetery, 
adjacent to the Victoria University 
of Wellington Kelburn campus, is 
hoping to undergo a significant 
repair programme of its historic 
headstones.

and business leaders in Wellington in the 
19th century.  It was consecrated by Bishop 
Pompallier in January 1841.  The cemetery 
remained open until 1891, although burials 
continued in existing family plots until 1954. 

The earliest surviving grave marker dates from 
1851.  Although only around 200 headstones 
survive, it is estimated that there could have 
been as many as 1150 burials in the cemetery.  

Pioneers from many cultural and ethnic 
backgrounds are buried at Mount Street, 
including Irish, English, French, Italian, Maori, 
Scottish, Welsh, Austrian, German and Polish.  
An initial burial list containing around 700 
names was completed in August 2010.  With 
further research by the Friends, and information 
provided by descendants, the list was updated 
in 2011 to contain more than 1100 names.  The 
burial list remains a work in progress.

“We are hoping that we can get support from 
the Lottery Environment and Heritage Fund 
for our conservation repairs project and we are 
very grateful to Heritage New Zealand and the 
Wellington City Council and all our community 
wide volunteers for their advice and support in 
maintaining this very significant heritage site in 
our city,” says Karen. n

burial sites, to establish full records and to 
conserve the cemetery’s landscape as an 
amenity for all.   

“A conservation plan was prepared for the 
Mount Street Cemetery by conservation 
architect Ian Bowman in 2008 and the Friends 
are following the advice in this plan for the 
repairs of the headstones,” says Karen.

“Over the last three years there have been very 
significant developments with the Friends 
obtaining grant funding for the installation 
of a boundary fence in the same style as the 
original, the introduction of signage at the 
three main entrance points and the planting 
of heritage roses.  The repair of graves is a 
high priority to ensure the cemetery is well 
maintained for current and future generations.

“Good repairs to heritage graves are expensive 
and we are looking to apply to Lottery Grants 
as the cost is beyond the limits of the funding 
available to the Friends.  So many of the 
headstones have been lost or broken over 
the years, and we are anxious to preserve the 
heritage assets which remain.”

The Mount Street Cemetery has interments of 
significant Roman Catholic priests and Sisters 
of Mercy along with prominent community 

CENTRAL REGION

 
 A small section of Mount Street Cemetery. (CREDIT: FRIENDS OF THE MOUNT STREET CEMETERY)
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THE COUNCIL’S decision followed the receipt 
of more than 3000 public responses on the 
strengthening and retention issue, where 
80 percent supported the building being 
upgraded and reopened.

The opera house and adjacent Hastings 
Municipal Building in the central city were 
closed in 2014 because the opera house was 
deemed earthquake prone. Both buildings are 
listed as Category 1 places on the New Zealand 
Heritage List/Rarangi Korero.

Hastings Mayor Lawrence Yule told the 
Hawke’s Bay Today newspaper the public 
consultation process was “what community 
consultation is meant to be about” and it was 
a “great response”.

The $11 million project will strengthen the 
building to between 70 and 75 percent of 

Opera House strengthening music 
to heritage ears
Heritage New Zealand is delighted at the decision of the Hastings 
District Council in April to strengthen the Hawke’s Bay Opera House.

the national building standard, with detailed 
design work to be commissioned.

The opera house (formerly known as the 
Municipal Theatre) officially opened in 
October 1915 and is architecturally significant 
as one of the earliest buildings designed in 
New Zealand using the Spanish Mission style, 
and the lavish Art Nouveau interior is probably 
the largest and most complete example of its 
type in the country.

Heritage New Zealand’s Central Region 
General Manager, Claire Craig, says the opera 
house has played an important part in the life 
of the Hastings and Hawke’s Bay community 
for 100 years.

“The Opera House is one of our most important 
examples of Spanish Mission Art Deco having 
been built many years prior to the 1931 
earthquake, which it nobly withstood. Indeed 
this beautiful exterior might well have inspired 
much of Hastings’ extraordinary resilience as it 
overcame that tragic event. 

“Something less well known is that it also 
contains perhaps the largest and most complete 
Art Nouveau interior in the country, cementing 
it as a national treasure as well. Heritage New 
Zealand considers it something truly special to 
see the people of Hastings strongly express their 
commitment to a place that has been so valued 
by generations before them.“ n

CENTRAL REGION

 
 Hawke’s Bay Opera House.  (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

 
 The superb Hawke’s Bay Opera House interior.  

(CREDIT: PHOTO SUPPLIED BY HASTINGS DISTRICT COUNCIL)
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Biography  
celebrates  
English  
eccentric

The colourful  
and creative life  
of acknowledged  
English eccentric  
Charles Paget Wade has been captured in a 
recently released book written by Heritage 
New Zealand’s Otago/Southland Area Manager 
Jonathan Howard.

SOUTHERN REGION

‘A THOUSAND FANCIES: The Collection of Charles Wade’ has 
been published by National Trust Books. Wade (1883-1956) was 
a notable collector, craftsman, architect and illustrator. He is 
best known as the donor of Snowshill Manor in Gloucestershire, 
with its Arts and Crafts garden and vast collection, to the English 
National Trust.

Jonathan, with specialist experience in building conservation and 
architectural history, previously worked for the National Trust and 
began researching this biography while he was House Steward of 
Snowshill Manor.

This book rediscovers the colourful and creative life of Wade, 
who Queen Mary called the “most remarkable object in his 
collection.”

In his own lifetime Wade achieved celebrity status amongst the 
great and good of the arts and architectural world and even the 
wider establishment. Through eight decades his wealth from 
West Indian sugar and cotton allowed him to resist modern ways 
and champion the past.

Since 1952 visitors – now over 80,000 a year – have been 
fascinated, entranced, inspired, mystified, frustrated or disturbed 
by what they have seen or surmised in his extraordinary house.

He spent years and a fortune rescuing the derelict Snowshill 
Manor from damp, rats, rot and nettles. Not surprisingly, since his 
death his achievements in design, craftsmanship and treasure 
seeking at Snowshill Manor have defined him.

‘A Thousand Fancies: The Collection of Charles Wade’ is available 
from shop.nationaltrust.org.uk n

New life in former Old Main Building 

The reopening of Massey University’s Sir Geoffrey 
Peren building recently marked the completion of a 
magnificent $17.5 million restoration and refurbishment 
project which included seismic strengthening.

THE PEREN BUILDING was known as the Old Main Building until 
it was renamed in 2010 in honour of Massey’s first principal. Dating 
from 1931, the Category 1-listed building was designed by the 
renowned American architect Roy Alston Lippincott, a contemporary 
of Frank Lloyd Wright, in the Spanish mission/art deco architectural 
style of that era.

The Sir Geoffrey Peren Building is essentially an American collegiate 
building adapted for New Zealand conditions, featuring indigenous 
motifs for decorative effect. It is much admired for its elegance and 
refinement, and represents an important step in the move away from 
the more traditional styles then still popular in New Zealand.  Today it is 
home for Humanities and Social Sciences staff.

Heritage New Zealand’s involvement in the project included advice and 
liaison with Lianne Cox of Studio Pacific Architecture, an experienced 
conservation architect, whose team investigated the building and 
its design, and then planned a restoration of the impressive heritage 
features with increased strength and new services and finishes.

Central Region Heritage Advisor Architecture, Alison Dangerfield, says 
the result is a magnificent heritage building with interiors that can be 
enjoyed in their use and appreciated in their heritage. 

“The commitment of the university has given the building the dignity it 
deserves as the historic heart of the campus.”

Vice-Chancellor Steve Maharey led the official reopening which 

 
 The restored and refurbished Sir Geoffrey Peren building. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

CENTRAL REGION
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THE THEATRE on London Street was listed 
as a Category 1 historic place by Heritage 
New Zealand in 2006. It is a hybrid building 
comprising a two-storey villa designed by 
New Zealand’s first architect and Dunedin’s 
first mayor, William Mason, as his residence in 
1867, and the 1961 Globe Theatre designed 
by Neil Wales. The theatre extends from the 
old drawing room of the villa, with the house 
performing backstage functions for the 
theatre.

The first stage of works focused on the 1961 
addition, specifically constructing a new and 
effective water shedding roof to the theatre, 
seismic strengthening, repairs, fire egress and 
disability access. 

Alterations to the original form of the theatre 
roof were necessary to improve the weather 
tightness, but the feature octagonal roof 
was able to be retained. At the celebration 
it would not have mattered if it had rained 
because now with a new roof, unlike the 
performances of many a year, the audience 
and the performers could stay dry.

Applause for Globe 
Theatre’s completed 
first stage  

Dunedin’s Globe Theatre 
played host to invited guests 
and organisations in April to 
celebrate their association with 
the first stage being completed 
of its repair and renovation.

SOUTHERN REGION

included an unveiling of a wall plaque 
acknowledging Sir Geoffrey Peren who was 
the first principal of Massey Agricultural 
College, a forerunner of Massey University. 

Professor of History Michael Belgrave told the 
Manawatu Standard newspaper the building 
has significant architectural qualities.

“It is a building that has been created for 
science, it’s supposed to give that sense of 
modernity and in the 1920s this was a very, 
very modern building. The arched windows, 
the extensive glass and the use of the 
decorative and local motif … It’s a superb 
building,” he told the newspaper.

Project manager Brian Goldfinch told the 
newspaper that while the strengthening work 
was being undertaken the opportunity was 
right for refurbishment, effectively stripping it 
to the point where it was just a concrete shell.

“The original stairwells were left and the 
auditorium, which was hacked to bits over 
the years, has been restored. We got it back as 
close as we could to the original.” n

Heritage New Zealand has been involved with 
the project from the beginning, providing 
advice on funding, information gathering and 
project management. With this insight Jonathan 
Howard, Area Manager for Otago/Southland, 
saw the challenge that the Friends of the Globe 
faced. 

“Given the extent of the works necessary and 
the funding requirements that the Friends have 
had to meet, this is a considerable achievement,” 
says Jonathan.

“Rosemary Beresford, the Chair, the committee 
and supporters of the Friends of the Globe and 
the actors, directors and crew have made an 
incredible and innovative effort to fundraise. The 
funds they have raised have ensured that the 
work carried out has made it safer and drier to 
tread the boards of this very significant theatre 
once more. 

“Special mention must go to Robin Miller and 
his team from Origin Consultants (formerly 
Jackie Gillies and Associates), Stephen 
Macknight (Engineer), Greg North (Fire Engineer) 
of Beca, Warren Symester and the team from 
Amalgamated Builders Limited and Enviroclad.”

The Globe Theatre is one of the longest running 
theatre groups of its kind in New Zealand, and 
has played a pivotal role in the cultural life of 
Dunedin, helping foster the talents of writers 
and artists such as James K Baxter and Ralph 
Hotere. In the two years following Baxter’s Burns 
Fellowship in 1966 seven of the nine plays he 
wrote were premiered at the Globe, and 12 plays 
in total were written for production at the Globe. 
Ralph Hotere was involved in designing sets and 
costumes.

The next stage of work will focus on the repair 
and restoration of the villa. n

 
 

As much heritage fabric as possible was 
retained, including this elegant stairwell.   

(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Completed 
repair and 
renovation 
work at 
the Globe 
Theatre. 
(CREDIT: 

HERITAGE NEW 

ZEALAND)



20 heritage.org.nz

Published by Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, Heritage Quarterly keeps you up-to-date 

with heritage work from around New Zealand. 

For more information or to subscribe, write to PO Box 2629, Wellington 6011 or contact the 

editor, phone: 04 470 8066 or email: mediamarketing@heritage.org.nz. ISSN 2324-4267 (Print) 

ISSN 2324-4275 (Online).

Smiles all round 
with move back 
to central city
Heritage New Zealand’s 
Christchurch-based team was 
pleased to return to a new office 
in the central city in mid-April after 
a five-year absence.

FOLLOWING THE earthquakes of 2010 and 
2011 the team shifted from their earthquake-
damaged premises in Hereford Street, with 
the building they were in now demolished, 
to offices kindly provided by the Antarctic 
Heritage Trust near the airport.

The new location at 64 Gloucester Street is a 
heritage building dating to the 1950s. Previously 
the Canterbury Officers’ Club, the two-storey 
concrete building has brick inserts in the façade 
and original timber features inside. Now privately 
owned, it has been refurbished following the 
Canterbury earthquakes. 

Following a whakatuwhera (opening) from 
Central Region’s Maori Heritage Advisor, 

Anthony Tipene, the team unpacked and 
got back to work identifying, promoting and 
protecting the region’s remarkable heritage.

From left, front row, Jean Spinks (Archaeologist), 
Robyn Burgess (Heritage Advisor), Melissa 
Reimer (Area Coordinator), Sheila Watson 
(Southern Region General Manager), Mike 
Vincent (Planner), Jan Titus (Travel Trade 
Coordinator/Visitor Experience). From left, 
back row, Anthony Tipene, Jane Pidgeon 
(Administration Assistant), Huia Pacey (Maori 
Heritage Advisor) and Frank van der Heijden 
(Archaeologist). Missing from the photo are 
Dave Margetts (Heritage Advisor) and Paul 
McGahan (Heritage Destinations Southern 
Manager). (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND) n
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