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Petone remembers 
A special ANZAC service was held at the Petone Railway Station (above) 
before a crowd of more than 600 people, remembering the sacrifice made by 
Railway employees in Australasia, particularly the men from Petone Railway 
workshops. The service consisted of addresses from the Crown, NZ Rail 
CEO, New Zealand and Australian Defence forces, the NSW Rail Tram and 
Bus union, Hutt City Mayor and a reading by Rev. David Sheppard who is 
related to one of the Petone men. 

The Australian ensign was raised (just as it was in 1916) and the Passchen-
daele Express steam train arrived, provided by Steam Incorporated of Paeka-
kariki. The engine, an AB608 called Passchendaele, was built at Addington, 
Christchurch, and restored over 10 years by Steam Incorporated volunteers. 
A service was held at the same time at Hornsby Railway Station north of 
Sydney, and the NZ flag was raised. The flagpole is a combined effort as well, 
being a mixture of a kauri and Australian hardwood. Major Piero Bertocchi 
(Australia) is pictured above with Air Commodore Andrew Woods (NZ).

Rare restored NZ WWI footage shared with all
Newly restored footage of New Zealanders during the First World War 
is now free for community groups and organisations to view. The material 
appears in For King & Country: New Zealand’s First World War on Film, an hour-
long programme created by Ngã Taonga Sound & Vision – the New Zealand 
Archive of Film, Television and Sound.

Ngã Taonga restored and compiled the hour-long programme from 37 
pieces of original film, shot by both government correspondents and home 
movie makers. “Restoring and digitising this footage means that these films 
are looking better than ever before, ready to share with generations of New 
Zealanders into the future,” says CE Rebecca Elvy. Archivists collaborated 
with with archives in Europe, Australia, the United States and the United 
Kingdom to aquire some of the footage. “These are the films that people 
would have flocked to see at local cinemas,” says Rebecca.
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Stills from For King & Country - Top: Rob 
and Daisy Millington enjoy afternoon tea 
with their cat in Wellington before Rob 
leaves for service overseas. (Personal 
Record, Rudall Hayward, Wellington, 
October 1916). Above: Crowds at Dunedin 
farewell Otago and Southland Troops, 16 
September 1914. Otago Expeditionary 
Force, 1914 [Both Framegrabs, Ngã Taonga 
Sound & Vision].
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Christ Church, Taita.

Above: Children can earn a balloon if 
they complete the double labyrinth circuit 
based on the Chartres Cathedral pattern at 
World Labyrinth Day 2016, celebrated each 
year at Hutt Hospital. See Calendar page 7 
for details. 

Barbara Mulligan.

Above: Eleven year old Piper Brambley 
talks to 91 year old Audrey Harper about 
her memories of Upper Hutt during the 
1960s, while librarian Reid Perkins points 
out some newspaper articles from the time.

The film includes excerpts from one of the few surviving films showing 
conditions at Gallipoli plus the New Zealand Divisional Rugby Team playing 
France in 1918. For King & Country can be borrowed on DVD or DCP (digital 
cinema projection) for your organisation or school at no cost until 2019.  
T: 0800 NGATAONGA / E: ww1-programme@ngataonga.org.nz.  
W: http://www.ngataonga.org.nz/about/news/for-king-and-country.

Christ Church honours pioneer family
This year’s featured family for the Annual Service at Christ Church Taita 
will be Hirst and Sykes. Guest speaker will be Maureen Horner who lives in 
England and got in touch with the Church while researching her family tree, 
following the Sykes family line. Sidney Hirst 1814-1861 married Mary Sykes 
1817-1883 in Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, England in 1837. Two children 
were born to them in Yorkshire, before they emigrated to Wellington where 
another nine children were born. Sidney Hirst was a carpenter and ‘recruit-
ed’ to join a group of pioneer families to settle in New Zealand, presumably 
because of his carpentry skills. Sidney built Christ Church and he and his 
wife Mary are buried in the churchyard. “The service is open to all and we 
are keen to welcome descendants of the Hirst or Sykes families,” says Janice 
Henson, Secretary. See Calendar page 7 for details.  
E: janice-klaw@xtra.co.nz. W: http://christ-church.org.nz/.

Children sourcing stories from older generations 
Upper Hutt City Library is running a story-writing competition for children 
and young people called ‘Tales of the Twentieth Century’, as part of its City’s 
50th anniversary celebrations. Entrants are asked to write a story related to 
life in Upper Hutt during the 1990s or earlier, inspired by talking to someone 
who has lived in the area then. In this way, they are also interacting with peo-
ple from older generations and benefitting from their memories, says Reid 
Perkins, the Library’s Heritage Coordinator. Entries can also be in the form 
of a comic book, an animated film or podcast. Prizes include iPad Minis, and 
book tokens. The competition closes 24 July.   

Calling Upper Hutt hero/ines
Pioneering plastic surgeon Dame Cecily Pickerill will be among 50 local 
people being celebrated in an exhibition at Expressions Whirinaki Arts and 
Entertainment Centre to mark 50 years of cityhood for Upper Hutt. Expres-
sions is also encouraging the public to nominate their own important people 
to ensure the final 50 will show a broad cross section of the community. 
Read more on Dame Cecily at: 
http://www.wrhpc.org.nz/library/201601-02_heritage_today.pdf.

NZ’s forgotten railways 
Barbara Mulligan (below left) and David Cuthbert are talking about their 
book ‘New Zealand’s Ghost Railways’, at the Karori Historical Society’s 
next meeting in June. The book is a journey around New Zealand exploring 
railway branch lines dating back to the 1870s. The couple will summarise the 
development and decline of the network, and share experiences from their 
field research. Barbara runs guided walks of Karori Cemetery, has a keen 
interest in researching Wellington war memorials, and is President of the 
Wellington Branch of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists.

This meeting is also Karori Historical Society’s  AGM, so a good opportu-
nity for those interested to get involved We are looking for new committee 
members and volunteers interested in helping look after our archives, which 
are held on the mezzanine floor of the Karori Public Library. We need help 
both managing and promoting this valuable resource. If you are interested let 
us know! Peter Anderson E: pv.ander@paradise.net.nz.  
AGM, St Ninian’s, Newcombe Crescent, Karori, Tues 7 June, 7.45pm.
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P ositive A ction - students impacting on heritage

Starting out, what was your particular interest 
area? My MA is about the material culture of 

German Jewish migrants who came to NZ up 
to the outbreak of WW2. I have been looking 
at the objects they brought with them and 

how the meanings around these changed for 
the second generation. 

How did you get interested in this subject?  
My mother is German and I didn’t learn about 

the Holocaust prior to University, so 
I felt a responsibility there. I now 
volunteer at the Holocaust Centre of 
NZ in Webb St, Wellington. I am also 
interested in migration and had looked 

at colonial migration to this country. 

You’d always wanted to work at Te Papa? 
Yes, ever since my second year when a 

lecturer took us on a tour of the textile 
department. I had a moment when I 
thought ‘Wow! This is someone’s job!’ It hit 

me the responsibility and also the wonder of 
being surrounded by these objects - to work 

on them, restore and share them. 

What did your summer job involve? I was updating 
database records, and producing ‘web summaries’ and 
stories about WW1 objects for the Collections Online 
site. The soldier doll (pictured above left) was one of 
my favourite objects. In the past, people did not keep 
as detailed records as is common museum practice, so 
Te Papa has many ‘tricky objects’ completely under-
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Ohariu parish historian Robert McClean took a 
lateral approach to getting St Joseph’s cemetery on 
the conservation radar. He contacted Michael Kelly, 
supervisor for Victoria University’s paper in Heritage 
Conservation, knowing that students have to prepare 
a conservation plan as part of the course. Enter Amy 
Whiterod...Story by Merran Fleming.

Amy Whiterod (pictured above with Michael Kelly) is currently 
working on her Museum & Heritage Studies Master’s degree 
and recently carried out a six month research project on St 
Joseph’s cemetery in Ohariu.  

Her previous work had focused on built heritage 
so Ohariu’s largely forgotten cemetery 
presented an interesting challenge for her. 
On 20 March her 50,000-word plan was 
launched on site just three weeks after the 
Catholic Churches in Johnsonville, Khandallah 
and Newlands began a new era as St Francis 
of Assisi Ohariu Parish. In attendance were 
Wellington’s Deputy Mayor Justin Lester, local 
list MP Brett Hudson, Michael Kelly and 
Robert McClean, along with members of 
the Ohariu community and parish. 

A pressing concern is that the 
cemetery is still not officially protected 
as a heritage site. Seeking this protection 
was one of Amy’s six recommendations, 
along with further research into the historic 
bell; undertaking a geophysical survey to 
identify the location of archaeological material; 
and improved access and facilities for the 
public. 
 
A spontaneous response from representatives 
of the descendants offered Amy heartfelt gratitude for her 
comprehensive work. “[Amy’s] Conservation Plan will guide 
everyday care and maintenance of the cemetery,” says Robert 
McClean. “It may also help in seeking community funding 
applications to assist in the future care and protection of the 
place.” He hopes the plan will guide improved identification 
and interpretation of the cemetery, especially recognising the 
unmarked gravesites. The newly constituted Parish has yet to 
formally consider Amy’s recommendations. More on Ohariu at: 
http://www.wrhpc.org.nz/library/201410-12_heritage_today.pdf
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Working at Te Papa 
on a summer research 
programme was a dream 
come true for Louisa 
Hormann, another student 
on the Museum & Heritage 
Studies course. But what’s 
it really like putting in the 
hours behind-the-scenes at the 
national museum? Story by Anne Taylor.

Continued pg 4.



documented and which we know practically nothing 
about. I was aiming to fill in gaps and provide contextual 
information. I also wrote five ‘topic narratives’ about 
aspects of the War. This work is being used by the 
Educations and Multi Media teams, and the public. 
It  supports Te Papa’s aim of making the collections 
accessible to the public, and it gives people the 
opportunity to go on their own research journey into 
related sources and repositories. 

What were the challenges of the job? Writing for a 
different audience from what I’m used to! Remembering 
that it’s not an academic essay; you almost have to think 
of yourself as a journalist, putting the most important 
things up front. The sheer number of entries I had to 
work on - just under 200 - along with the potential 
information (and lack of information) about collections 
was a bit overwhelming!

What did you learn from the experience? It gave me 
an insight into past collecting practices, and I realised that 
you can’t find the answers to everything but you can still 
gain interesting information about an object. 

Has working at Te Papa influenced how you see 
your future directions? It’s confirmed that heritage is 
a viable career for me, and I now have my sights set on 
working as a history curator, doing similar types of work.
See www.collections.tepapa.govt.nz.

the Heart of the Hutt group which campaigned against the 
demolition of the Lower Hutt Town Hall (see Heritage Today 
www.wrhpc.org.nz/library/201404-05_heritage_today.pdf). 
Campaigning for heritage is “relentless and exhausting”, she 
says: “I have been shocked at the personal demonisation that 
happens here when people stand up for what they believe, 
even from our elected representatives,” who seem to be 
operating as individuals at Council rather than working as a 
team, she says. 

The couple is now focused on opposing plans for a 41-car car 
park that will severely encroach on Riddiford Gardens at the 
Town Hall complex (see plan above), and urging people to 
make submissions to the Annual Plan.
www.huttcity.govt.nz/annualplan  
E: annualplan@huttcity.govt.nz. 
https://www.facebook.com/huttheart/
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Continued from pg 3.

Insights from Islington 

Former Mayor of Islington 
and now part time Eastbourne 
resident Jenny Sands shared her 
insights into heritage advocacy 
at a meeting of the Lower Hutt 
Historical Society recently. 
Jenny was a member of Islington Council’s planning committee, 
and chair of the conservation advisory committe. A major 
project during her tenure was the redevelopment of a derelict 
area at Kings Cross Station. A developer proposed razing 
the vast arched Victorian warehouses and workshops to 
make way for a Euro Tunnel terminal, and a public campaign 
was mounted against this. Jenny says the key to its eventual 
success was a multi-pronged approach in which heritage values 
were seen alongside “designing out crime”, safety, lighting 
and accessibility in the area. It also depended on campaigning 
groups working collaboratively and gaining trust at Council 
level. 

Kings Cross is now the largest development in the world 
and has received many accolades - even from the original 
developer who described the new plans as “incredible”: “A 
pioneering example of conservation led regeneration.....One of 
England’s 20 best heritage developments.” 

This experience informs Jenny’s heritage work in Lower 
Hutt, but she notes the community is demoralised from past 
battles. She and architect husband Charles Sands spearheaded 
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Crofton history cherished

Built in 1857 in a simple Gothic Revival style, Crofton is one 
of the oldest surviving 1850s houses in Wellington. Four times 
Premier of New Zealand Sir William Fox built the house as 
his Wellington country house early on in his political career. It 
remained in his ownership when he became Premier in 1861.

Bishop’s school 
In 1862, Crofton was bought by Bishop Charles Abraham 
(1814–1903), the first Bishop of Wellington. He opened the 
Church of England Grammar School in Crofton in 1863. Also 
known as Crofton College, Kaiwarra (as it was then spelt), it 
educated many of the sons of leading Anglican families and was 
one of Wellington’s early secondary schools. 

When the school closed around 1875, Crofton became a 
residence once again. Dormer windows were added to the 
first floor, sometime after 1895. The decorative barge boards 
on the front gable are no longer there, and the shingled 
roof is now corrugated iron. In the 1920s, the property was 
converted into flats. 

Restoration
Margaret and her late husband George bought the house in 
1979 in a run-down condition and restored it over several 
years. Today the house retains many of its original features and 
some fine early furniture, at the same time serving as a family 
home. Margaret and George’s devotion to the house is obvious 
and will ensure it is well placed for a secure future. 

Margaret spoke about the history of the house then showed 
us around. Her talk was illustrated with some fascinating 
memorabilia which had been gathered by the family, such as 
documents associated with earlier owners, and pieces of early 
wallpapers which came to light in the restoration. One of the 
earlier owners ran a family tailoring business from the house, 
and I think what most impressed us is the extent of original 
features that survived despite the house being used for this 
business and being later converted into flats. The Dometts 
have been careful to preserve and restore these features. 
The visit was completed with a superb afternoon tea, ably 
presented by son Simon and grandson Leroy. 

Forty members of Historic Places Wellington visited 
Crofton house in Ngaio in March. Owner Margaret 
Domett’s afternoon tea was one of several memorable 
aspects of the tour. Story & photos by John Daniels. 

“Members will be talking 
about this fine spread  

for a long time!”

Exploring Crofton
Margaret Domett plans to offer tours of the house by 
appointment to interested groups Contact Margaret 
Domett via www.crofton.co.nz.

You can also read more about Crofton on the past 
events page of HPW’s website:  
www.historicplaceswellington.org/past-events/

Get involved in Historic Places Wellington by going to 
the Join Us page at www.historicplaceswellington.org. 

A rare piano at the 
base of the stairs, 
which has attracted 
interest from Te Papa.



Choir delights at Golder Cottage 
Hutt Valley’s award- winning children’s choir, the Major Minors, 
performed at historic Golder Cottage in Upper Hutt recently. 
The choir, for children four and over, along with The Harmonic 
Minors, for older children sang songs from the shows, ending 
with a show-stopping rendition of ‘Good bye, farewell’ from 
The Sound of Music. www.majorminors.instantencore.com.
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Celebrating volunteers
For the second year in a row, the Hutt Valley Chamber of 
Commerce hosted a tribute Community Volunteers & Charity 
Afternoon tea at the Petone Working Men’s Club (itself a not-
for-profit organisation). Volunteers make a huge contribution 
to  the New Zealand economy. (see box below). Which is why 
it was important for volunteers to feel they are valued in the 
community, said Hutt Valley Chamber’s Chief Executive Mark 
Futter.

Volunteering in NZ:
• New Zealand was ranked the world’s second most 
charitable country in the 2013 World Giving Index.

• There are around 97,000 volunteers in New Zealand, 
contributing 2.6% to the country’s GDP.

• More than 1.2million volunteers gave 270 million 
hours of volunteer work in not-for-profit groups. 

• Half of all the country’s not- for -profit groups have 
no emplyees, and 67% of the total not-for-profit 
‘workforce’ are volunteers.

• A 2013/14 survey found that finding volunteers 
was the most significant issue after funding, for 
organisations turning over less than $100,000.
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Above: Leimomi Oakes (in white top) explains a garment in 
her Katherine Mansfield-themed Ruffles to Rebellion fashion 
parade held at Old St Paul’s.

Above: Adele Pentony-Graham led an ANZAC Day 
tour of WW1 and influenza epidemic graves at Feath-
erston Cemetery. Adele helped alert families across New 
Zealand when original WW1 headstones at the cemetery 
were dismantled and replaced by the Commonwealth 
War Commission in 1970. Apology: The planned Feath-
erston Memorial Sculpture will be in central Featherston, 
not at the site of the former Military Camp as reported in 
the last issue. 

Events 2016

Gordon Proctor, Golder  
Homestead Museum Society and 
Pae-Ling Huang, Director of AB 
Accounting & Consulting and 
volunteer. 

Above: Wellington’s award-winning ‘Improvisors’  
performed at Silver Stream Railway Museum. 

http://www.silverstreamrailway.org.nz/
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I bought the lovely photograph 
above online. It’s of the Egbert Feist 
store in Lower Hutt. Egbert was in 

partnership with Alfred Harrowby, and 
purchased the store in 1889. It was previ-

ously Cleland’s Store & Bakery, with several 
other businesses before this. What worried me was how 
come the notes said the store was established in 1840 yet 
the Feist family only arrived in New Zealand in 1860? Was 
it an error? Yes...according to Clark Stiles, archivist with 
Hutt City Council, Feist was probably presenting itself as a 
continuation of these other businesss. 

This can be confusing if you have a brain like mine! I have 
been told I have a photographic memory. And strong intu- 
ition. For years I was in touch with a couple in Peak District 
Derbyshire and often asked the wife if she was related to 
any NZ early settlers like the Oates family. She said no idea 
about her family.  But I had a strong feeling… I approached 
the subject again when I was over there in 2004. Same 
reply, and from her sister at Monyash. So I decided to ask 
Murray Parsons who is reseraching the family once I was 
back in NZ. Sure enough he replied, “Don’t know how 
you do it but you have done it again - Valerie is a distant 
relation to Jane Bonsall who married Samuel Oates.” I think 
it’s the Irish blood as my sister is like me at times - Pentony 
ancestors were in Dublin!

I do hold quite a bit of history on the Feist family itself, and 
have quotes from one of the family’s diaries. There are fam-
ily members buried at St Pauls Churchyard, London and as 
an ex-Londoner, I know this area well. My late mother used 
to walk through it with me to the Buying Office which also 
has connections to the Feist family, 

Please let me know if you would like  a copy of this lovely 
photograph, and I will scan it for you. It was not cheap to 
purchase but it was something I liked and had to have.
Adele Pentony-Graham, Clareville Taphophile
E: pentonygraham@xtra.co.nz.

Events 2016

If you have been enjoying Heritage Today, why not forward the email link you received to others. We welcome donations 
towards our production costs. A donation form is on our website http://www.wrhpc.org.nz/ & scroll down to the Donate 
paragraph. Membership is $30 per year, & you’ll receive Heritage Today bimonthly, details of meetings & events, & access to an 
extensive library of newsletters. Thank you. 

• Until Friday 20 May: ‘A Worm’s Eye View’: 
Soldiers’ Art in WWI. Turnbull Gallery, National Library.

• ‘Featherston Camp 1916-2016’: Stories of NZ’s 
WW1 military training camp. Aratoi - Wairarapa Museum of 
Art & History, cnr. Bruce & Dixon Sts, Masterton, until 31 July. 

• Saturday 7 May - World Labyrinth Day, 1pm: 
Walk the Hutt Hospital Labyrinth (behind hospital bus stop). 
Merran Fleming T: 021 210 3105.

• Sunday 15 May - Sunday 10 July: Upper Hutt 
Heroes exhibition: Celebrating local people on the 50th 
anniversary of Upper Hutt becoming a city. Expressions Arts & 
Entertainment Centre, 836 Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt.

• Sunday 15 May, 2pm: Annual Service at Christ 
Church Taita. Feature Family: Hirst/Sykes. Speaker Maureen 
Horner from the UK. All welcome. 73 Eastern Hutt Road, 
Wingate.

• Thursday 19 May, 5.30pm: A.H. Turnbull and 
‘that most entertaining little man, Dr. Hocken’:  
FoTL talk by Donald Kerr, Special Collections Librarian, UOT.* 

• Tues 7 June, 7.45pm: Karori Historical Society’s
AGM. Guest speakers Barbara Mulligan & David Cuthbert on 
NZ’s ‘Ghost Railways’. St Ninian’s, Newcombe Cres, Karori.

• Saturday 11 June: Upper Hutt City Golden 
Jubilee Ball: Recalling the style of a 1960’s Civic Ball. 
Expressions Whirinaki Arts & Entertainment Centre, 836 
Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt. www.expressions.org.nz.

• Mid-June (date TBC), 6pm: Telling a life: stories 
and histories: A FoTL Founder Lecture by Rachel Barrow-
man, biographer and historian on researching biographies.* 

Check: http://www.turnbullfriends.org.nz/whats-on-events/. 

• Thurs 16 June, 12pm: ‘Early Wellington / 
Manawatu settler Thomas Uppadine Cook & his 
relationship with Ngati Raukawa’: A talk by Heeni 
Collins. Wellington Museum. $15.

• Sun 19 June, 2pm: AGM Golder Homestead 
Museum Society Inc: Guest speaker UH Mayor Wayne 
Guppy. 707 Fergusson Drive, UH. 

* All Friends of the Turnbull Library talks are held at Tiakiwai Con-
ference Centre. Lower Ground Floor of the National Library of New 
Zealand, Aitken Street, Wellington.

Calendar Dates


