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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 

 THURSDAY, 28 AUGUST, AT 5.45 PM (Refreshments from 5.15 pm)  

AT ST ANDREWS ON THE TERRACE, 
WELLINGTON CITY  

The entrance is to the right of the church.  Take the lift or stairs to the first floor 

 
The meeting will be followed with a talk by Mary O’Keeffe, Archaeologist, 

on “Digging the Dirt – Wellington Archaeology” 
 
Mary O’Keeffe is a self-employed archaeologist based in Wellington. In this illustrated talk she will 
discuss several projects she has worked on in Wellington and the Kapiti Coast, looking at the sites 
and objects she has found and what they can tell us about our past and ourselves as a community. 

Please bring this newsletter as it contains material for the meeting 

Meeting Agenda 

1. Apologies 
2. Minutes of 2013 Annual Meeting* 
3. Committee’s report (see Page 3 of this newsletter) 
4. Treasurer’s report and financial statement* 
5. Election of Committee  
6. Election of Honorary Reviewer 
7. Proposed alterations to Rules of Historic Places Wellington*and Notices of Motion for 

Annual Meeting of Historic Places Aotearoa 
8. Appointment of representatives to Historic Places Aotearoa Annual Meeting 
9. Future activities 

10. General business 
 
* These papers will be circulated by email prior to the meeting. 

HISTORIC PLACES WELLINGTON INC  
PO BOX 12426 THORNDON WELLINGTON 6144 

Wellington 6144 
 

Newsletter A Voice for Heritage 

In this issue: 
 

 Notice of Annual General Meeting 

 Chairman’s Report 

 Harcourts Building 

 Committee’s Report 

 Lower Hutt Town Hall Saved 

 An Ugly Duckling Defence Building 

 Trips and Events 

 Heritage Month 

 

JOIN US 
To join Historic Places Wellington or learn more 
about Historic Places Aotearoa, go to 
www.historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz    
 

CONTACT US 
Our email address is 
wgtn@historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz  

TRIPS & EVENTS (See page 5 for details) 
 

 Trip to St Gerard’s Monastery 14th September 

 Talk on NZ Colonial Furniture 1st October 

 Walk around Seddon’s State Houses 

 Bolton St Cemetery War Headstones Tour 
    6th September   

 Behind the Facades – Victorian Wgtn Lectures 

http://www.historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz/
mailto:wgtn@historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz
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Message from the Chair 
 
It is time for our Annual Meeting again. We always appreciate the interest that members take in our 
activities and we hope that you will be able to attend. This year, as well as the usual business, we have 
to consider important changes in our constitutional structure, arising from proposed changes in Historic 
Places Aotearoa (HPA). Mary O’Keeffe’s talk will be a fascinating look at the history that lies under the 
surface. 
 
As always, we welcome offers to join our Committee. This year two of our Committee, Ruth Mansell 
and Joanna Newman, are retiring. Ruth and Joanna have made invaluable contributions to our work 
and they will be missed. I encourage anyone interested to put their name forward for the committee. 
You do not need to be an expert to make a contribution. The committee combines professional and lay 
members who work together on projects in a collegial way.  
 
If you are interested, please contact me on 938 7971 or jr.daniels@clear.net.nz. 
 
Members will be aware of our society’s association with our national body Historic Places Aotearoa. 
HPA also administers the membership system for regional societies. As stated in recent newsletters, 
this system has not been working satisfactorily and has been a source of confusion and annoyance. 
There has also been dissatisfaction among societies with the structure of HPA and its failure to achieve 
a national coverage. 
 
Historic Places Wellington has led moves to restructure HPA along the following lines: 
 

 HPA to deal only with national heritage issues such as policy and legislation 

 Individual membership to be devolved to regional societies which will deal with all 
membership matters 

 HPA to adopt a federal structure with the national body made up of representatives of 
affiliated regional societies 

 Membership of HPA to be opened up to other existing bodies with heritage-related aims  

 Regional societies to pay a levy, on a basis to be agreed, to fund HPA national activities. 
 

It is pleasing to report that these changes were agreed to at a conference of HPA members in 
Christchurch in July. Some important points are still to be settled, but the important point is that HPA is 
heading in a new direction. 
 
The changed membership arrangements will result in members belonging to Historic Places 
Wellington instead of Historic Places Aotearoa. We are still working out transitional arrangements 
and members will be kept informed. 
 
Our society will need to amend its rules to implement these changes. The necessary changes have 
been drafted and will be circulated along with other material for consideration at the Annual Meeting. 
 
Finally, after a very busy year I want to thank all members of the committee for the work they have so 
willingly carried out. 
 
 
 
John Daniels 
Chairman 

_________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Harcourts Building 
Yet another court process is about to get under way for this important heritage building. The High 
Court ordered the Environment Court to rehear the case to demolish the building. The hearing 
begins on 18 August. 

mailto:jr.daniels@clear.net.nz
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Committee’s Report 
 

This has been a busy and eventful year on several fronts.  We have maintained our principal aims of 
advocating for heritage preservation, and providing a programme of events for our members. 
 
This year the Committee has devoted much effort to restructuring our national body Historic Places 
Aotearoa. It has been clear that HPA is not achieving its objectives and that major changes are 
required. Our proposals were supported by the five other regional societies and were adopted at a 
conference in July. These changes are explained above, and are the reason for changes to the rules of 
HPW which are on the agenda for the meeting. 
. 
Members of the Committee met with the Minister of Culture and Heritage Hon Chris Finlayson last 
December, to discuss progress with passing the Heritage New Zealand Bill, and Government’s policy 
relating to earthquake-prone buildings. We received a good hearing and the Minister was happy to 
discuss heritage building issues in the Wellington region. The Minister expressed his encouragement 
for the work our society is doing. 
 
In April the Society assisted Historic Places Aotearoa in preparing a submission to the Select 
Committee considering an amendment to the Building Act relating to earthquake-prone buildings. 
Attention was drawn to the problems facing owners of heritage buildings in this category and the need 
to provide some assistance for them to meet the costs involved. 
 
The Committee is watching with concern developments regarding Harcourts building on Lambton 
Quay. Following an appeal by the owner to the High Court against the decision of the Environment 
Court to decline demolition, the matter was referred back to the Environment Court for a rehearing. 
This is to take place in late August. It appears that most issues heard earlier will need to be reheard. 
 
A more encouraging development in June was the outcome of a campaign to save the Lower Hutt 
Town Hall and Horticultural Hall from the Hutt City Council’s plan to demolish both buildings. 
Historic Places Wellington joined with Heritage New Zealand and Hutt organisations in opposing 
these plans. The result was a compromise in which the Council agreed to retain and strengthen the 
Town Hall but to demolish the Horticultural Hall. 
 
Hutt City Council was also in the news over a proposed plan change which could have affected the 
heritage retail area of Jackson Street in Petone. Our society joined other groups and individuals in 
opposing the change. As a result the zoning plans were altered to prevent a proliferation of new small 
retail development in the area. 
 
In June and July we submitted to the Wellington City Council on their draft Botanic Gardens 
Management Plan and their Our Capital Spaces policy on open space areas. 
 
During the year we held the following events for members: 

 

 October - Lower Hutt Civic Centre tour with conservation architect Ian Bowman 

 March - Visit to the Old Public Trust building, conducted by the owners Maurice and Kaye 
Clark who plan to strengthen and renovate it 

 April - Tour of historic defence sites on Miramar Peninsula with military historian Peter 
Cooke 

 July - Talk and workshop on architectural photography 

 
From your Committee  

 

Deborah Cranko; John Daniels; Peter Dowell; Nigel Isaacs; Ian Jolly; 
Ruth Mansell; Joanna Newman; Tania Warburton; Priscilla Williams 
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The Ugly Duckling in September 2014 

Lower Hutt Town Hall Saved 
 
Our May newsletter reported the energetic campaign to save the Hutt Civic Centre as a cohesive 
example of Modern Architecture. A range of historical, architectural, and community groups as well as 
many individuals, had worked together since November 2013 to raise public awareness, propose 
constructive alternatives and persuade Hutt City Council to strengthen and restore the Town and 
Horticultural halls as integral parts of the Civic Centre rather than demolish them as initially proposed.  
 
This year the Council consulted through its Annual Plan process on two options, one of them to 
demolish both halls, and one to restore the Town Hall while replacing the Horticultural Hall with a 
Convention Centre. There was not an available option to retain the Horticultural Hall. A total of 1821 
submissions were received, with a clear majority of those expressing a preference for saving and 
restoring the Town Hall at least.  
 
On 11 June 2014, to the delight of many, Councillors voted 11:2 for the option that retains the Town 
Hall. Historic Places Wellington, Hutt Architects in Small Practice, and Heart of the Hutt 
community group, are sad that, despite our best efforts, the Horticultural Hall will go. On that site, 
Hutt City Council will now build a new flexible conference and events centre to be used in conjunction 
with strengthened and adapted Town Hall. 
 
The Council is now working with its architects, in consultation with local interest groups such as St 
James Church, Hutt Bowling Club, Lower Hutt Horticultural Society and local residents, to 
produce a plan for the Riddiford Gardens landscape project which is intended to enhance the whole 
Civic Centre precinct. 
 

 

An “Ugly Duckling” Defence Building 
As the new Memorial Park 
moves towards completion, it is 
of concern that a key building in 
this landscape of military history 
is being allowed by its owners, 
the NZ Defence Force, to 
deteriorate to the point of 
possible demolition. Located at 
the corner of Taranaki and 
Buckle Street, the brick 
building known usually as the 
General Headquarters 
Building was completed in 
1912 and is probably the oldest 
existing military administration 
building remaining in New 
Zealand. Designed in 
Edwardian Baroque style, it 
presents an elegant background 
in a 1913 photograph held in the 

Turnbull Library of a blockade 
in Buckle St during the 

waterfront strike. But look at it now in the photograph above stripped of some surface ornamentation, 
windows boarded up, dirty and cracking façade, rusting roof and – greatest indignity of all – a garish 
hoarding across the great coat-of-arms above the entrance.  
 
This is a listed building (Category 2) and an important part of the military history of Mt Cook. It 
bookends the street; the “twin” building at the Buckle/Tasman St corner being the former Police 
Station, now in private hands and in excellent exterior condition. The Wellington Civic Trust has 
rightly called for the Defence building to be spruced up for the opening of the Memorial Park in April 
2015. We feel the Defence Force should be doing more than this. Closed for 20 years, the former 
general HQ building should now be strengthened and returned to reuse. This ugly duckling could once 
more become a swan.  
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Trip to St Gerard’s Monastery   
 
Members are invited to join a special tour of the historic and iconic St Gerard’s Monastery in Mount 
Victoria. Guided by Gordon Copeland, Chair of St Gerard’s Maintenance and Restoration Trust, the 
tour will take us through the former monastery and the attached church. 
  
Date: Sunday, September 14  Time: 2.30 pm 
Place: Gather in the car park outside the Monastery, on the corner of Hawker and Moeller Streets in 
Mt Victoria. 
  
This is for Members Only. A koha collection will be made and contributions offered to St Gerard’s 
Maintenance and Restoration Trust on the day.  
  
(Note: Car parking can be difficult in the vicinity of the Monastery. If you can’t find something on Hawker or 
Moeller Streets, it is suggested you try Bay View Terrace, first turn on the left going up Moeller Street.) 

 
 
 
 

Talk on New Zealand Colonial furniture 
 
"Putting the Contents in Context"   by William Cottrell 

 
Date: 1 October 2014   Time: 7 pm 
Place: Schools of Architecture & Design, 139 Vivian St, Wellington. 
  
While a piece of historic furniture might be easily placed into an historic house, should it be there? 
William Cottrell, author of "Furniture of the New Zealand Colonial Era", has spent many years working 
on the restoration of heritage and historic furniture. He is currently working on his PhD at the University 
of Canterbury examining the design links between early New Zealand and international furniture. 
  
In this talk William will start by briefly introducing his new work looking at furniture patterns in 19th 
century New Zealand and overseas. These help to explore what styles arrived in NZ and what then 
became the dominant fashions. The fashions in turn help establish the linkage between the house and 
its original contents. Using a number of examples of historic furniture, he will explore how to go about 
the processes of researching the furniture (style, materials, construction techniques, etc.), including 
comparisons with the known provenance and analysing its potential relevance. Finally, he will look at 
how sensitive restoration can help present important items for display, or use, to give a historic building 
that 'feels right'. 
 
Further details about this tour will be sent in a separate message. It is open to members and friends. 
 
 
 
 

Trip – Walk around Seddon’s State Houses 
 
We are planning a walk around Patrick and Adelaide Streets in Petone to look at the early state houses 
in the area. This event, being organised in conjunction with the Petone Historical Society and the 
Hutt Historical Society, is likely to be held on Sunday 2 November. Further details will be sent to 
members when available. 
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Heritage Month 
 
September is designated Heritage Month by the Wellington Region Heritage Promotion Council, a 
grouping of about 25 organisations interested in heritage and historical archives. This will be launched 
in Upper Hutt on 24 August and followed by a series of interesting events and tour. For a full list of 
events during the month visit the Council’s website www.wrhpc.org.nz      
 
Heritage New Zealand is holding open days at its National Office, Antrim House on Boulcott Street, 
on 28 September from 11am to 3pm and at the Wallaceville Blockhouse in Upper Hutt on 21 
September at the same time.  Staff will be on site at both properties to discuss the history of the 
buildings and recent conservation work. The Antrim House open day is an opportunity for visitors to 
learn about its history, construction and home for shoe retailer Robert Hannah and his family from 
1905 until the 1930s and work that has been undertaken by Heritage New Zealand for its 
conservation.  Tours will run on the hour, with the cost $10 for adults, $7 members and students, 
children 5-12 free. Please contact the Central Region office on 04 494 8320 or email 
infocentral@heritage.org.nz  for details regarding bookings.  Book early as tour numbers are limited. 
 
 
Here are a couple of events from the Heritage Month list which may be of interest to our members.   
 
 
 

                          FRIENDS of  
BOLTON STREET CEMETERY 
INCORPORATED 

 
www.boltoncemetery.org.nz 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

THE LADS THAT NEVER CAME HOME 
(PLUS A COUPLE THAT DID) 

 
To mark the centennial of the commencement of 
World War One, the Friends of Bolton Street 
Cemetery will be providing a guided tour around 
some of the headstones commemorating those who 
fought in the war to end all wars. Each headstone 
reveals a story to be told, a story that, in many 
cases, has remained untold for nearly one hundred 
years.  
 
Date: SATURDAY 6th SEPTEMBER 2014 
Time: 2.00 pm 
Place:  Meet at the Seddon Memorial  
  Main cemetery gate, Kinross St, Kelburn 
ALL WELCOME. A gold coin donation per person is 
requested to go towards our headstone repair 
programme.  
As there will be walking on metal and grass tracks 
sensible walking shoes are required.  
 
In case of wet weather the tour is postponed until 
Sunday 7th September at 2.00 pm 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Our Victorian buildings have value today, not just because 

of a different aesthetic, but because of what they tell us 

about how we came to be where we are now and the people 

who helped get us here. 

This lecture series and walking tour aim to enhance your 

appreciation of Wellington’s remaining Victorian buildings 

by going behind their facades to set them in their original 

context and bring them to life.  

Joanna Newman is a consultant in archives and records 

management and the Convenor of the Mount Victoria 

Historical Society. 

Lectures: 6pm–8pm, Mondays 1  to  22 September 

Walking tour: 10am-12pm, Saturday 27 September 

Fee: $140 (Early Bird Fee: $126)  

 
 

 

 

Behind the Facades: 
Victorian Wellington 

http://www.wrhpc.org.nz/
http://email.mailroom.co.nz/t/r-l-mvykkk-jrkyijhdhh-v/
http://email.mailroom.co.nz/t/r-l-mvykkk-jrkyijhdhh-e/
mailto:infocentral@heritage.org.nz
mailto:infocentral@heritage.org.nz
http://www.boltoncemetery.org.nz/

