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The Erskine College Main Building. The Chapel roof is visible behind it. (Vivienne Morrell)  

 
Erkskine Tragedy     
 

In a decision released on 25 January the Environment Court has approved the demolition of the 
Erskine College Main Building. The Wellington Company (the site’s owner) had appealed a Save 
Erskine College Trust (SECT) heritage order over the Category 1 heritage building – for more on the 
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history of the preservation battle see our Erskine College page. Heritage New Zealand (HNZ) was a 
party to the case and argued for the building’s retention.  
 
The Court conceded that the “Erskine site is of outstanding heritage significance” and the demolition 
of the Main Building on its “heritage values … will be significant and irreversible.” However, it 
accepted The Wellington Company’s argument that it could not afford to adaptively re-use the Main 
Building as well as restore the chapel. An alternative to let both buildings remain as they were until 
someone else found a use for the buildings was rejected by the Court on (seismic-related) health 
and safety grounds. It therefore found “that the better outcome for heritage is to agree to a partial 
nullification of the heritage order and allow demolition of the main building in order, upon 
appropriate conditions, to secure the long term retention of the chapel.” The Court ordered that The 
Wellington Company has to strengthen the chapel before other works are carried out on the site. It 
is presently in talks with SECT and HNZ to develop the conditions for the chapel’s strengthening. 
 
HPW is pleased the Erskine Chapel will be saved and reused, but we don’t see the decision as a 
great win for heritage. Robbing Peter to pay Paul – demolishing the Main Building to save the 
Chapel – is not the way to advance good heritage outcomes. The whole Erskine site is a Category 1 
listed place and the demolition of an essential component of it is a terrible loss. This classification 
ought to mean that owners and territorial authorities are obliged to maintain the historical integrity of 
such places. In supporting the owner’s request to make the site a Special Housing Area, the 
Wellington City Council contributed to undermining Erskine’s heritage values.  
 
The whole saga shows up the ineffectiveness of New Zealand’s heritage legislation – again. We 
think what is needed is a new statutory framework that provides stronger protection for built 
heritage. Until that happens, we’re likely to see other Erskine-like tragedies. 
 
Wellington Buildings Update – Vivienne Morrell 
 
   

 
 
The southern Basin Reserve gate (Vivienne Morrell)  

  
Basin Reserve Gates 
In the latest Mt Victoria newsletter, Councillor Iona Pannett mentioned plans to demolish the gates 
at the Basin Reserve. We checked with Warwick Hayes, Wellington City Council project manager 
for the Basin Reserve and he said there are no plans to demolish the gates at the Basin. Council 

https://historicplaceswellington.org/advocacy/erskine-college-former/
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has recently cleared them of the internal timber ticket boxes to make them more open and easier to 
access and then resurfaced the tarmac within them. 
 
With regard to the Museum Stand, engineering firm Opus has just completed an assessment of the 
condition of the stand and recommended a range of possible seismic strengthening options. The 
report is currently being peer reviewed and Warwick is hoping to have a report to Council prior to 
June. The report will consider options to strengthen and retain the stand, and will provide a 
counterfactual of demolishing the stand.   
 
Last winter the RA Vance Stand and the Scoreboards were refurbished. Further upgrades are 
intended but as yet are still unconfirmed. “The main ground entries and function will also be 
considered and the JR Reid and CS Dempster gates will be considered in due course.” 
  
 
Wellington Motorcycle Building, 12 Kent Terrace   
The owners of the former Wellington motorcycles ‘earthquake prone’ building in Kent Terrace have 
applied to demolish it. Although it is not heritage listed, it forms a nice streetscape with the heritage-
listed Embassy Theatre next door. Under the earthquake prone notice the owners have until 2027 to 
strengthen or demolish.  
 
 

 
 
Built in 1936, here is a photograph of it in about 1938 when Manthel Motors used car depot occupied it. (Ref: 
https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/object/117773 )  
                                                                                                      
The application to demolish proposes to replace the building with a laneway through to Lipman 
Street, a "retail and hospitality precinct", with landscaping to create "outdoor spaces". However, the 
owning company did not plan to immediately redevelop the area, but said "an exact timeframe is not 
presently known". After demolition, it will therefore remain an empty space – or probably a carpark – 
in the meantime. This item received a lot of comments when posted on our Facebook page! 
  
Petone Oddfellows Hall  
In November 2017 a block of buildings in Petone was demolished to make way for 44 apartments 
and a shop. The Oddfellows Hall was one of the buildings. It was not listed as a historic building by 
either Heritage New Zealand or the local Hutt City Council despite being one of the oldest in 
Petone. Demolition had to be suspended for the developer to seek an archaeological authority from 

https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/object/117773
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Heritage NZ – demolition of any pre-1900 building requires an archaeological authority. The 1910 
Empire Theatre and the 1927 Petone Workingmen's Club in the same block were also demolished. 
  
 

       
 
The Oddfellows Hall is visible in the centre of this 1902 view of Petone. The building being demolished last 
November. (Ref: APG-0079-1/2-G. Alexander Turnbull Library and 
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/99200860/petones-oldest-building-demolished-to-make-way-for-apartments)    
  

Despite news reports saying the Oddfellow’s building opened in 1883, it is clear from searching 
historic newspapers that it opened in mid-October 1886. The builder was a Mr D. A. Douglas, of 
Wellington. Mr W. L. Thompson, of the firm Clark and Thompson, gave his services gratuitously as 
architect. For those who would like to read more about the building, there is a comprehensively 
researched document at this link. 
 
 
Karori Campus – Ben Schrader  
 
Last December Victoria University of Wellington sold its Karori campus to Ryman. They plan to turn 
the site into a retirement village. In response, I wrote the following letter on behalf of HPW to the 
Dominion Post, which was published on 15 December:  

Following the sale of the former Karori Teachers’ College by Victoria University to Ryman 
Healthcare, Historic Places Wellington urges that as much of the existing fabric of the 
Modernist campus be retained as possible. 

The complex was designed by the celebrated Wellington architect, William Toomath, between 
1963 and 1977 and it is the best collection of Brutalist architecture in New Zealand. Its 
wholesale demolition would be a huge cultural loss for this city and the country. Modernist 
architecture is presently not a universally loved style. This mindset will almost inevitably shift 
as it has for earlier architectural styles. We are sure that future generations will value 
Modernist buildings both for their architecture and for what they reveal about 20th century 
New Zealand life. 

We therefore exhort the new owners to seek the adaptive re-use of the existing buildings on 
the site. We’re sure that conservation and other architects could come up with new plans that 
could imaginatively meld the old and the new. This could be a huge win both for Rymans and 
the residents who will make the place their home. 

Ben Schrader for Historic Places Wellington 

At this stage it is unclear how much of the existing campus Ryman will incorporate into their 
development. The impression of the Save the Karori Campus Group is that the company has not 
begun detailed planning for the site. Their mission is to ensure that the Karori community continues 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/99200860/petones-oldest-building-demolished-to-make-way-for-apartments
http://www.nzpictures.co.nz/pandoraresearch-petoneoddfellowshall.pdf
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to have access to some of the sports and other amenities on the site and are optimistic that Ryman 
will be receptive to this goal. HPW hopes it will also be receptive to keeping as much as the existing 
built fabric as possible. Heritage NZ is presently progressing a proposal to list the campus. Further 
information on the heritage values of the site are available on Elizabeth Cox’s blog and there are 
photos on the home page of our website.        
 

 
 
The Karori campus (Vivienne Morrell) 

 
 
Recent Heritage Listings – Priscilla Williams  
 
As we have not covered this subject in the newsletter for a couple of years, an update could be of 
interest. There is not too much to report because the Central Region of Heritage NZ continues to 
nibble away at its backlog of proposals for heritage listings against inadequate staff levels to deal 
with the work needed to provide professional assessments. There are still a number of buildings in 
limbo with ‘proposal status’ which means their original registrations were found to be deficient, but 
they are deemed worthy of reconsideration once a fuller investigation can be done.  
 
One of these is Nott House at Glenside, Wellington. This is an attractive 1860s house in a very poor 
state of repair that can be clearly seen across the railway line from Middleton Road. A road closure 
proposal is before the WCC and HPW has submitted on this as we are concerned about the 
implications for this house, which should have had a legal listing.  
 
Recent listings approved in our area with their list numbers are:  
 

 No. 9440, Freyberg Pool – Category 1 (Jan 2015)  

 No. 9661, Featherston Military Camp, Wairapapa – Category 1 (March 2015)  

 No. 9629, Executive Wing of Parliament (the Beehive) – Category 1 (July 2015)  

 No. 9662, Athfield House and Office – Category 1 (Jan 2018)  
 
The committee has considered some of the above cases, which are well-known heritage features, 
and had provided written comment on the reports. Another Wellington building under consideration 
is Ashleigh Court in Newtown, a very striking wedge-shaped building at the Riddiford/Rintoul St 
intersection. It was listed as a Category 2 building in 1982 (No.1335) but is being reviewed by 
Heritage NZ Board on 22 February in case it warrants a Category 1 listing.  
 

https://bayheritage.co.nz/2017/12/14/brutal-but-beautiful/
https://historicplaceswellington.org/
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Nott House at Glenside. (Vivienne Morrell)  

 
Committee Resignations – Priscilla Williams  
 
The year has started with two resignations from the Committee. John Daniels, who was the first 
Chairman of Historic Places Wellington when it was launched in 2012, sadly is stepping down for 
health reasons. John joined the Wellington Branch Committee of Historic Places Trust in 2011 in 
order to assist with the challenging task of changing that committee to a fully independent non-
governmental organisation as was required by the Government legislation which was subsequently 
passed as Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. Over these difficult few years John 
had primary responsibility for shaping the role our new organisation would take and its relationship 
with the national body of Historic Places Aotearoa, as well as engaging with the Government on the 
heritage legislation. John stepped down from the chairmanship after passage of the legislation but 
took over the job of Treasurer for the next two years as well as serving on the Executive of Historic 
Places Aotearoa until recently. 
 
As many readers of this newsletter will know, John’s career in heritage work has been a long and 
distinguished one.  His early civil service career was mainly in the Department of Internal Affairs, 
where he served inter alia as Senior Research Officer.  Alongside his work, he was active in 
archaeology, joining the Wellington Archaeological Society and being the Site Recording Scheme 
central file keeper for some 14 years. He was also a Council Member of the NZ Archaeological 
Association and a member of the Onslow Historic Society. In 1971 he was appointed Chief 
Executive Officer of the Historic Places Trust (now Heritage New Zealand) and served in that 
capacity for 17 years, retiring in 1988.  In retirement he did some contract work on heritage issues 
as well as voluntary work as a committee member and also chairman of the Friends of the Bolton 
Street Cemetery. John’s wealth of experience in heritage work has been a huge asset for Historic 
Places Wellington and he will be greatly missed.  His wife Jenny has been a valued member also 
and we wish them both all the best for their final ‘real’ retirement after many decades of service to 
NZ’s heritage.  
 
The other resignation was for totally different reasons. Jamie Jacobs was co-opted onto the 
committee in January 2017, having arrived in Wellington from the United States in December 2015. 
Over the past year he has been co-editor of our newsletter and has also done contract work for the 
School of Architecture at VUW and for Heritage NZ. At the end of last year, he was appointed 
Director of the Central Region Office of Heritage NZ and thus to avoid any conflict of interest he has 
resigned from our committee. We are delighted however with Jamie’s appointment and that we shall 
continue to be working with him on important heritage issues.  
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Jamie holds a Dual Bachelors in History and the History of Art & Architecture from the University of 
Pittsburgh, a Master of Architectural History from the University of Virginia, and a PhD in American 
Studies from George Washington University.  Prior to his relocation, he worked for fifteen years as a 
historian for two heritage conservation departments within the federal government: the Historic 
American Buildings Survey and the National Historic Landmarks (NHL) Program, both divisions of 
the US National Park Service.  He was seconded to Acting Branch Chief of the NHL Program for his 
final six months.  Jamie has lectured and published widely.  In 2015, he published Detached 
America: Building Houses in Postwar Suburbia (University of Virginia), which investigated the 
relationship between architectural and cultural changes as documented in the design and marketing 
of houses constructed in the American suburbs between 1945 and 1970.  He is currently working on 
a study of the urban development and twentieth century redevelopment of Wellington’s Te Aro 
neighbourhood and is the principal consultant and author for the update to the National Historic 
Landmark Bulletin, the document providing detailed guidance about the outlook, philosophy, and 
process of the US National Historic Landmarks Program. 
 
Jamie replaced Claire Craig who has been appointed one of three Deputy CEOs of Heritage NZ, 
part of a major restructuring of the organisation. Claire will have particular responsibility for policy 
strategy and corporate services. Over the past few years we have enjoyed very much working with 
Claire and have appreciated her professional and skilled approach to the various heritage problems 
in her area of responsibility.  
 
Hobart’s Heritage – Ben Schrader  
  
In the last week of January I spent a week holidaying in Hobart with my family. The city was 
founded in 1804 as an offshoot of the British penal colony of Sydney, making it Australia’s second 
oldest European settlement. Convicts were transported from Britain for both serious and trivial 
crimes and served sentences of seven years to life. I discovered I had an ancestor who was sent 
from London to Hobart at the age of 20 for shoplifting a shawl and some veils. She was put to work 
in the Hobart female factory, where many women and children convicts served out their time. Parts 
of the factory still exist and, alongside Port Arthur and other related places, forms part of a World 
Heritage Site. 
 

 
 
Georgian-era buildings along Davey Street in Hobart’s CBD (All photos by Ben Schrader)  

 
One of the surprises of Hobart was the extent of its Georgian architecture. The place did not 
experience the same redevelopment pressures as Australia’s other capital cities and so more of its 
colonial built environment survives. (In this respect it is like Dunedin, which it also physically 
resembles.) In the Central Business District most of the Georgian buildings comprise two or three 
story sandstone structures; sometimes forming a group and other times standing alone between 

http://femalefactory.org.au/
https://portarthur.org.au/
https://www.discovertasmania.com.au/about/articles/world-heritage-convict-sites
https://www.discovertasmania.com.au/about/articles/world-heritage-convict-sites
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more modern structures. Many have been sympathetically restored and are very handsome. The 
CBD also contains some marvellous interwar insurance buildings. I was startled to come across the 
city’s 1930s Colonial Mutual Life Building. It is of the same design as Wellington’s CML Building of 
the same era, summarily demolished in 1980 to the dismay of many of us. Seeing the Hobart 
building made me wistfully remember what we’d lost. Another building which stood out was the T & 
G Building. Like its Wellington equivalent (Harcourts Building), it was built in a Neo-classical style 
and painted cream. T & G had a policy of topping its buildings with corner towers so they’d stand 
out in the cityscape – curiously the Wellington building never got a tower.  
 
 

  

 
 
Hobart’s CML Building and the former Wellington one – demolished in 1980. (Ref: 1/1-018387- F, 
Alexander Turnbull Library)  
 
 

Hobart’s old port is adjacent to its CBD. It was constructed using convict labour and 
comprises a basin where fishing boats are now moored and around which are fishmongers, 
cafes and restaurants. The place is buzzy and vibrant. Down one side is a strip of low-rise 
Georgian warehouses and factories, including the former IXL jam factory, that have been 
converted into eateries, boutique hotels, galleries and offices. I told our children how Jervois 
Quay used to be lined with similar warehouses but were demolished during the 1980s for 
office buildings; they thought this was a great shame and declared Hobart was all the better 
for keeping theirs.  
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The Georgian warehouses on the Hobart waterfront.  

 
The other area with a large collection of Georgian and early Victorian buildings is the inner 
city suburb of Battery Point. It’s akin to Thorndon and was similarly the site of a preservation 
battle in 1960s, when there was a plan to drive a highway through the place. The 
preservationists won and gentrification has ensured much of its heritage fabric remains. This 
includes the delightful Arthur Circus, where workers’ cottages were built around a village 
green. It’s possible to walk through the neighbourhood (a free historic guide is available from 
the visitors’ centre or on the internet) in an hour or so and stop off for a coffee or beer at one 
of the several bars and cafes lining Hampden Rd.  
 
 

 
 
Arthur Circus in Battery Point. These workers’ cottages now sell for over A$1 million!  

 
Hobart is not only known for its built heritage but also for its food, wine and cultural scene. 
This includes the Museum of New and Old Art (MONA) at Berriedale, about a 20 minute 
drive from the CBD or a 25 minute boat ride. It is a collection of very modern buildings 
beside the Derwent River. The art wasn’t to everyone’s taste, but we agreed the buildings 
were ‘future heritage’. We had a great time in Hobart and would recommend a visit. 
 

https://www.batterypointwalk.com.au/
https://mona.net.au/
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Upcoming Events    

Our first event for 2018 is a guided walk around the Wellington CBD with archaeologist Mary 
O’Keeffe. Mary did this walk during Heritage Week last October and it was booked out, so 
she is offering it twice for HPW members. There will be a limit of 12 people on each walk 
and the walks are already filling up fast. RSVPs are essential.  

The walks are on: 

1. Saturday 17 February at 6pm.  This is the same day as the Chinese New Year 
festival and for those who would like to stay in town (perhaps have a drink or meal 
after the walk) there will be fireworks at Frank Kitts Park at 9:30pm. 

2. Saturday 10 March at 10am 

Please RSVP to Mary at: mary@heritagesolutions.net.nz. Members only please.  

Mary is a consultant archaeologist, who has been poking around bits of Wellington for the 
last 20 years. This guided walk will look at the archaeology of some of the projects she’s 
worked on, and what these sites and places can tell us about life as a Wellingtonian. 

The walk will start from the Te Papa forecourt (Mary will be standing outside the window of 
the Te Papa shop), and will end in the vicinity of the railway station. Depending on how 
much we talk it should take about 90 minutes. 

Mary’s website: www.heritagesolutions.net.nz  

 

mailto:mary@heritagesolutions.net.nz
http://www.heritagesolutions.net.nz/


 


