
 
 
 
 

P O Box 12426 
Thorndon 

Wellington, 6144 
 
 

21 November 2018 
 
The Rt Hon. Wyatt Creech 
Chair of the Board 
Heritage New Zealand 
PO Box 2629 
Wellington, 6140 
 
 
Re: Heritage Order to protect Wellington Teachers' Training College (Former) 
 
Dear Rt Hon. Wyatt Creech 
 
Thank you for your letter of 10 August 2018 responding to our concern about the 
Wellington Teachers’ Training College (Former). 
 
We appreciated the meeting the Chief Executive of Heritage New Zealand, Andrew 
Coleman, had with us to outline the extensive efforts being made with Ryman Health Care 
to maximise the heritage outcomes for the site.   
 
Those discussions have certainly helped Ryman to understand the nature and value of the 
site’s heritage values and to encourage their optimal retention in the re-use of the site. We 
also appreciate the pressing need for a comprehensive aged care facility in Karori. 
 
Nonetheless, as a Category 1 heritage site, recognised for its outstanding national 

significance, we remind you of our faith that all reasonable legal steps will be taken for its 

protection.  
 
Despite HNZ’s good work todate, Ryman Health Care now plan to turn a goodly portion of 
that magnificent site  to rubble.  Significant life work of architect Bill Toomath risks being 
obliterated.  
 



Historic Places Wellington calls on the Board to hesitate no longer and to issue a notice of 
requirement for a protection order.   We believe the perceived financial risk to HNZ from 
any subsequent compulsory purchase process has been given undue weight.  Should the 
negotiations about reasonable use of the site break down, HNZ can re-consider its options, 
including to withdraw the order.  
 
Such a process would add legal muscle aimed at strengthening the protection outcome.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Felicity Wong 
(Chair, Historic Places Wellington)  
 
Cc: James Blackburne, Historic Places Aotearoa 
Cc: Andrew Coleman, Heritage New Zealand 
Cc: Jamie Jacobs, Central Region, Heritage New Zealand 
 


