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Identifying local heritage — Council heritage listings  
 

    

Each local authority in the country keeps a schedule of heritage buildings and areas as part of its 
District Plan. In our June 2020 newsletter we noted that we would put together some suggestions 
for additional listings for the Wellington City Council heritage schedule. We have also been asked 
by Hutt City Council to propose additional buildings for their schedule. We have featured a few 
buildings in our last two newsletters, and we also want to propose some Lower Hutt Modernist 
buildings (some featured in Ian Bowman’s booklet 1950s Buildings: Lower Hutt’s post-war modern 
movement buildings – copy available here).  

We believe more post-WW2 buildings should be included in the Hutt City schedule, as Ian Bowman 
said: “For the first decade after the war [WW2] Lower Hutt was at the forefront of Modern Movement 
architecture in New Zealand.  Housing and commercial developments in the Hutt Valley enabled 
some of New Zealand’s leading architects to fully explore town planning and functional design, key 
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elements of the Modern Movement.” It is an important history for Lower Hutt and we believe more 
of it needs to be recognised. 

Images: Left: CML (Former) 20 Laings Rd, Lower Hutt, Structon Group 1957; Right: RSA (Former), 55-57 
Dudley St, Lower Hutt, Structon Group, 1951 (Photos by Vivienne Morrell) 

 
Keep Wellington’s Character – WCC Draft Spatial Plan update  
 
On 10 August Wellington City Council released a “Draft Spatial Plan” drawing maps of where height 
restrictions could be lifted, and planning rules removed. The aim was to accommodate a much 
higher population in a green city of affordable housing. Our last newsletter had a large article about 
it, highlighting our concerns with the draft plan. 

HPW encouraged public awareness about the issues and made a submission. You can read it here 
on our website. 

Our Chair, Felicity Wong, made an oral statement to council on 4 November. She noted the legal 
grounds in the National policy Statement on Urban Development to exempt heritage from 
intensification and urged WCC to use their discretion to preserve Wellington’s identity. Felicity also 
drew attention to the Council’s commissioned report by Boffa Miskell which identified the large 
quantity of buildings in the inner city suburbs which positively contribute to heritage and character, 
and should continue to enjoy protection against demolition. 

 

Wellington City Library building update 
 
Wellington City Council decided on 28 October to strengthen and refurbish the existing Ian Athfield 
designed central library building on the edge of Civic Square.  
 
This was the option that the HPW committee favoured. The building is not separately listed in the 
Council’s heritage schedule, but is part of the Civic Centre Heritage Area. It is also currently being 
considered for listing by Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga.  

 
 
Past events 
 
Sunday 11 October 2020, 1pm at St Peter’s Church, Willis St (undercroft): We held our AGM 
on Sunday 30 August over Zoom, but the speakers we were going to hear after the AGM were 
rescheduled ‘in person’ to 11 October. About 30 members and friends heard from three speakers 
about recent heritage listings on the Heritage New Zealand List, covering 1860s Thorndon, early 
1900s Newtown and the Modernist 1950s suburb of Naenae. Michael Kelly spoke about Cooper’s 
Cottage in Ascot Street, Thorndon. Jamie Jacobs talked about Ashleigh Court (formerly Langham 
Private Hotel) in Newtown. Ben Schrader spoke about the former Naenae Post Office.  
 
And with the Wellington City Council’s “Planning for Growth” strategy and our meeting place at St 
Peter’s Church, committee member Richard Norman spoke about “St Peter’s Church, Willis Street – 
from urban decline to rapid population growth.” During questions, all speakers were also asked to 
comment on the WCC’s Draft Spatial Plan.  
 
We felt the line-up of multiple speakers giving brief talks worked well and will try it again in future. 
 
Wednesday 28 October 2020, 5.30pm: We hosted a public event at City Gallery as part of 
Wellington Heritage Week: ‘Is Wellington Modernism too Ugly to Love?’  We had a very good turn 
out with over 100 people at the event, which featured two prominent New Zealand architects: Bill 
McKay and Ken Davis. Bill McKay gave a general overview of Modernism and Modernist buildings 
and Ken Davis followed with the Gordon Wilson Flats as a case study. Ken shared his ideas for how 
the building could be fixed, reused and be part of the gateway to the Kelburn campus that owner 
Victoria University wants. Bill mentioned that Auckland University has strengthened and used the 
Symonds St Flats for student accommodation. So why not Victoria University with the Gordon 
Wilson Flats? 

https://historicplaceswellington.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/hpw-newsletter-33-aug-2020.pdf
https://historicplaceswellington.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/dsp-hpw-submission.pdf
https://www.heritage.org.nz/the-list/details/9764
https://www.heritage.org.nz/the-list/details/9764
https://www.heritage.org.nz/the-list/details/1335
https://www.heritage.org.nz/the-list/details/9806
https://wellingtonheritageweek.co.nz/event/is-wellington-modernism-too-ugly-to-love/
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As Bill said: “Adaptive re-use is still quicker, more environmentally friendly and sustainable 
than demolition”. This is something we want to emphasise in our advocacy in future.  
 

 
Image: One of Bill McKay’s slides: Symonds St flats in Auckland refurbished. 

 
 

Upcoming events 
 
We have several events scheduled for the next few months. Most require an RSVP: our email 
address is wgtn@historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz. 
 
Saturday 28 November, 2pm (a walk) - Wellington’s 1920s motor town. 
 

Courtenay Place and Taranaki Street were the 
centre of the fast growing motor industry of the 
1920s. Ford cars were assembled in a nine storey 
building, now a hotel and the success of that 
enterprise funded the Hope Gibbons building. 
Nearby were display centres for other American 
and British cars. 
 
Explore these and other reminders of a century ago 
on this walk, starting at 2 p.m. The tour includes 
afternoon tea in the building where Ford cars were 
assembled. Tour leader, Richard Norman, has 
explored this hidden history as a result of work for a 
centennial history of the founding of Rotary in New 
Zealand in Wellington in 1921. Key players in the 
motor industry were also founding members of 
Rotary. 
 
Please RSVP by 23 November for the walk and 
confirm if you want to stay on for the afternoon tea 
at 3:30. This will be $9, which you will need to bring 
on the day. We need to give approximate numbers 

mailto:wgtn@historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz
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to the hotel so please be reasonably sure that you will stay on. Meet outside the Oaks Hotel, 89 
Courtenay Place, 2pm. 
 
Image: Gordon H. Burt Ltd (studio), 1930-1932, Wellington - Te Papa Tongarewa Museum of New 
Zealand: Chevrolet advertisement photographed in Lower Taranaki Street Wellington Probably the 
new premises of The NZ Automobiles Limited, Wellington "home of Buick Oldsmobile and now 
Chevrolet" and the building used from 1944 by Manthel Motors. 
 
 
Tuesday 1 December 7:30pm – A Home Restorers Group for Wellington (workshop) 
 

In July, Trevor Lord shared the experiences of the 
Canterbury Vintage Home Restorers Group with a Historic 
Places Wellington audience. HPW received interest from 
participants in forming a community support group for 
owners of older houses in the Wellington area.  
 
The first meeting of a potential Home Restorers Group will 
be a workshop to scope the needs of homeowners, 
seminar topics and group activities. Christina Mackay, 
Architect and Adjunct Research Fellow at School of 
Architecture, Victoria University of Wellington will report 
on VUW research into resources for caring for New 

Zealand older timber houses and convene the workshop.  
 
Venue: St Peters Church undercroft, 211 Willis St, Wellington.  
 
RSVPs are not needed but please contact Christina Mackay christina.mackay@vuw.ac.nz should 
you have any queries. 
 
 
Saturday 5 December, 2pm: Mt Victoria house renovation visit: owner Richard Burrell will talk 

about this house renovation (and others he has been 
involved with) and show us the ground floor.  
 
This is an important historic house. Built in 1906 for 
the noted lawyer Alexander Gray, who was later 
knighted and whose family owned much of the land in 
the immediate area, it was the work of Samuel Hurst 
Seager (architect) and James W. Chapman-Taylor 
(builder), two notable New Zealand architects. An early 
essay in Arts and Crafts-influenced architecture, the 
house demonstrates high quality craftsmanship and 
use of materials. The house is also important for its 
lengthy use (since 1949) as the home of the 
Wellington After Care Association, a community based 

care facility for the intellectually disabled. Now turned back into a residence. (Organised by Richard 
Norman) 
 
Please RSVP by 30 November (max 20 people) – the house address will be given out to those 
coming.  
 
 
Saturday 30 January 2021, 10:30am: Island Bay history walk:  Committee member Vivienne 
Morrell will lead a walk around some of the suburb of Island Bay (her local suburb).  
 
Island Bay was a “seaside resort” with a racecourse in the late 19th century. In 1900 the suburb was 
sparsely settled but by 1910 had grown considerably. We will look at how that happened and see 
some of the buildings from that decade, plus a few others. 
 

http://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/Object/538407
mailto:christina.mackay@vuw.ac.nz
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Meet at 10:30am at the Band Rotunda in 
Shorland Park (near the beach). The No. 1 
Island Bay bus terminal is just across the road, or 
if you bring a car you could park by Shorland 
Park, Reef Street or along The Esplanade. The 
walk will end at the Island Bay shops where there 
are cafes and the bus route. Or, if you have extra 
time and stamina Vivienne could take you on to 
the Home of Compassion, which also has a café, 
a visitor centre (with history of Mother Aubert and 
the Sisters of Compassion), and a lovely chapel 
with a recent extension.  
 
Please RSVP. 

 
Image: “Hurston”, built about 1887, is the only house I know of in Island Bay still existing from before 1900.1 

 
 
Northland villas (Feb 2021; to be confirmed) 
 
The visits we had arranged to some early 20th century villa houses in Northland for 29 March 2020, 
which were cancelled due to the Covid-19 lockdown, are being rescheduled – this will probably be 
in mid-February 2021. The event was fully booked and when we have confirmed a date we will be in 
touch with those who booked to check if they can make the new date. 
  
 
Saturday 6 March, 10am Ōtaki visit – Children’s Health Camp and more  
 

“Opened as New Zealand’s first permanent children’s 
health camp in 1932 and set among the sand dunes 
at Ōtaki Beach, Ōtaki Children’s Health Camp 
(Former) is a place of outstanding significance, 
featuring an integrated complex of play spaces, 
buildings and structures.” Heritage NZ listing. 
 
We featured the Ōtaki Children’s Health Camp 
rotunda building in our May 2019 newsletter. Since 
then, the whole complex of structures at the former 
health camp has been listed by Heritage NZ Pouhere 
Taonga as a Category 1 historic place. 
 

 
The Friends of the Health Camp will give us a tour of the complex starting at 10am with a cup of tea. 
The cost will be $10, which will include a year’s membership of the Friends.  
 
Image: Interior of the Rotunda building (photo by Anthony Dreaver) 

 
We are still organising visits that could follow the health camp in the early afternoon and will have 
the final details in our February 2021 newsletter. At this stage, we are thinking of car pooling rather 
than hiring a bus. 
 
 

                                                           
1 Reproduced in Ifor Owen, ‘No. 1 Mersey Street’, Southern Bays, the magazine of the Southern Bays Historical Society, 
No. 10, 2014/1015 

https://www.heritage.org.nz/the-list/details/4098
https://historicplaceswellington.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/hpw-newsletter-28-may-2019-v2.pdf

