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27 September 2021 

 

Hon Dr Megan Woods 

Minister of Housing 

 

Dear Minister Woods 

 

Housing Density & Heritage:  

Capital Coast DHB: ex-Parkview Clinic & Ewart Hospital 

 

Historic Places Wellington (HPW) is a membership organisation which advocates for 

heritage protection in the wider Wellington region.  But we are also sensitive to the urgent 

need for housing development in Wellington.   

 

There is a large site at 2 and 2a Coromandel St, Newtown owned by Capital Coast DHB 

(former Parkview Clinic and Ewart Hospital respectively).  We understand the combined site 

was valued at $5-6m and that the DHB would entertain a disposal deal. 

 

The site contains a Category 2 Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga listed building, a 

1910 arts and crafts style medical building (https://www.heritage.org.nz/the-list/details/5375).  

It was originally Ewart Hospital Nurses Home near the first infectious diseases hospital.  It 

has a strong association with developments in New Zealand’s medical history, including the 

treatment and prevention of infectious diseases.  The building was later used for provision of 

abortion services (renamed Parkview Clinic).   

 

Our interest is in the older part of that building being retained and earthquake strengthened 

before the “demolish or strengthen” WCC deadline expires in 2027.   

 

The wider site could be suitable for high density buildings for social housing.  While the site 

is not on a bus route, buses are not too far away in Newtown, which is also well serviced for 

supermarkets, hospital, schools, etc.  We understand that Kainga Ora has previously 

expressed interest to the DHB in the site.  

 

We believe it would be a good site to develop – one that retains the older portion of the 

Parkview building while developing the rest of the large site for housing. 

 

HPW was slow to seek solutions to the use of the former Karori Teachers College (category 

1 heritage listed) and disappointed to see parts of it demolished after Victoria University of 

Wellington sold it on.  We currently advocate for the derelict Gordon Wilson Flats (category 1 
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building) to be restored and used as student accommodation; another heritage problem 

created at the time of Government (Housing Corporation) disposal to Victoria University. 

 

We support the work the Ministry of Culture and Heritage currently has underway to revise 

the policy on heritage buildings owned by Crown entities such as DHBs. 

 

We advocate for housing solutions that take account of heritage protection and would be 

most grateful for your input to finding a solution in this case. 

 

 

 

Nga mihi 

Felicity Wong 

Chairperson 

Historic Places Wellington 

 


