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At risk: Christian Science Church building, 285 Willis St 
 

   
 
Christian Science Church exterior (May 2022, Vivienne Morrell) 
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Some members will remember we visited this quirky church building in November 2018. Although it 
isn’t heritage listed it was designed by well known architect Ian Athfield and built in 1983. The 
church sold the building over a year ago. The new owner is developer Craig Stewart who has built 
the tall buildings in Victoria St near St Peter’s Church. Given the central city location of the church 
we expect he will want to demolish it and build something taller. 
 
The Wellington branch of the church, having sold their property on The Terrace, gave Ian Athfield 
an open-ended brief: ‘Build a church which demonstrates the techniques of today … an identifiable 
place in which to worship … repeat the space we already have and encourage people outside the 
church to be involved in the building and its use.’ Athfield’s response is described by David 
Kernohan as “unconventional and audacious”.  
 
“Is it a sheep’s head with James Walker’s stained glass eye in place, or a beached whale or a giant 
turtle which sits over the organ loft? Do the steps on the roof lead to Heaven? Are the twisted 
columns supporting anything? Why petal-pink capitals (designed by Clare Athfield)?” John Walsh, 
on the other hand, sees the shape as more reptilian or tuatara like!  
 
The interior has a sloping auditorium, designed floor tiles and a lovely courtyard at the back with 
tiles made by Doreen Blumhardt. We understand the Blumhardt tiles will be saved. 
 

 
Courtyard with Blumhardt tiles (Nov 2018, Vivienne Morrell) 
 

Sources: David Kernohan, Wellington’s New Buildings, 1989, p. 94; John Walsh, Wellington Architecture: A 
Walking Guide, 2022, p. 143. 

 
 

Restored: Congregational Church (former), Cambridge Terrace, 

Wellington 

 
We are pleased to see that the former Congregational Church on Cambridge Terrace in Wellington 
has been restored and is now being used as a performance venue. It is now known as ‘The 
Wellington Chapel on Cambridge’. The chapel is now the home of the Salvation Army Band and has 
some fine voices in its choir. If you would like to see what concerts or events are coming up you can 
check out their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TheWellingtonChapel  

 
The Congregational Church has a long association with Wellington. Mr Jonas Woodward 
commenced services in his home in Wellington in 1842. The first Congregational church was built in 
Woodward Street in Wellington in 1849. This later moved to The Terrace (now the Reserve Bank 

https://www.facebook.com/TheWellingtonChapel
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site). Courtenay Place Congregational Church was formed in 1877 and originally met in a building 
on the site of the former Paramount Theatre. The Courtenay Place site was sold in 1912 for £7,500, 
and an option on the new site around the corner in Cambridge Terrace was purchased from A.M. 
Lewis, who was also a member of the Church. 
 
The foundation stone for the Cambridge Terrace Congregational Church was laid on 7 October 
1916. Architect William Fielding (1875-1946) designed the building, described as in an “Interwar 
Gothic” style. The church opened on 26 May 1917.  
 
Architect William Fielding had a varied career, designing houses, factories, office blocks, hotels, 
churches, shops, halls and even war memorials – including Wellington Trades Hall, that some of us 
visited in October last year. He also belonged to the choir of the Cambridge Terrace Congregational 
Church. 
 
The church has been beautifully restored, including putting the flèche back on the roof (A flèche is a 
small spire placed on a ridge line of a roof). 
 
The church building in Courtenay Place was bought by Mr J J Williamson, a farmer and landowner 
from Fielding, and demolished to make way for the Paramount Theatre, which was designed by 
architect James Bennie and opened in August 1917. 
 
Sources:  WCC Heritage Online: https://www.wellingtoncityheritage.org.nz/buildings/1-150/54-congregational-
church) and https://wellingtoncityheritage.org.nz/buildings/1-150/63-3-paramount-theatre ; Geoff Mew and 
Adrian Humphris, Raupo to Deco: Wellington Styles and Architects 1840-1940 (p. 175) and Congregational 
Church website: https://congregational.org.nz/history/ 
 

 
‘The Chapel’ - former Congregational Church (Image: May 2022, Vivienne Morrell) 

  
  

https://www.wellingtoncityheritage.org.nz/buildings/1-150/54-congregational-church
https://www.wellingtoncityheritage.org.nz/buildings/1-150/54-congregational-church
https://wellingtoncityheritage.org.nz/buildings/1-150/63-3-paramount-theatre
https://congregational.org.nz/history/
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Planning Update: More Submissions Needed – Felicity Wong 
 

Wellington City Councillors are due to vote on 23 June on “notifying” Wellington’s proposed new 
district plan.  Shortly afterwards it will be released and the statutory process begins for the new plan 
to take legal effect.   
 
Readers will recall that the 1000-page draft plan was consulted on late last year, and it contains all 
the new rules and zoning to replace the existing (operative) plan.  That was part of a non-statutory 
(preliminary) “consultation process”. Prior to that was the Spatial Plan process which established the 
proposed zoning and height limits for Wellington, and reduced character protected areas to just 
25% of their current size.   
 
Briefing to Councillors in recent weeks said that officers would be recommending few significant 
changes to the reduced areas of character protection.  So despite those rounds of consultation and 
submissions, there is expected to be little change to the poor proposal.  That has come as a sad 
realisation, and undermined community faith in such Council processes.   
 
It is clear that central government policy is to force Councils to intensify and it has a great desire to 
remove planning controls and free the market to operate without constraints in heritage suburbs.  In 
recent days Minister Parker has downplayed that by saying the Government “is just not allowing 
blanket protection across whole suburbs”. 
 
When the plan is notified, in early July, the statutory process under the RMA begins. This time there 
will be two processes for approving different parts of the plan: There will be a “fast track” (for zoning, 
heights and intensification related rules), and a “slow track” for parts of the plan which do not relate 
to intensification. 
 
The fast track of intensification was required by central government under legislation hastily passed 
last December.  That legislation created the “ISPP” process (Intensification Streamlined Planning 
Process). Under the ISPP there are no appeal rights to the Environment Court.  All issues relating to 
the new Medium Density Residential Standards (allowing 3 buildings of 3 storey anywhere), and to 
the National Policy Statement on Urban Development (allowing 6 storey development within 
walkable areas of the CBD or rapid transit), must be fast tracked by the Council.   
 
That is likely to include the removal of the rule requiring a resource consent to demolish old 
buildings in inner city heritage suburbs; height limits in those areas; heritage rules; and character 
area design rules.  Almost all heritage related matters are likely therefore to be fast tracked. 
 
Under both the ISPP and Schedule 1 processes, it is possible for interested parties to make written 
and oral submissions to a hearing panel of RMA Commissioners. They are independent and trained 
professionals.  It is possible that the panel will ask for “mediation” as a step in the process to deal 
with batches of submitters and try to get agreement between submitters and the Council on the 
proposed rules and zoning. 
 
To be effective in the upcoming ISPP process, it will be necessary for submissions to use the 
specific form (covering certain required matters), and to identify the scope of the legal submission. 
The submission will need to specify which process it is made under (i.e. either the ISPP or the slow 
track, or perhaps both).  That is to avoid getting knocked out of the correct process for the matter 
concerned.  In this statutory process, the submission must also be “on the plan” – i.e. it must relate 
to specific parts & provisions.  It cannot be about generic matters or opinions. 
 
The submission must specify what changes to the plan are sought, and what parts of the plan are 
supported.  It is important for submissions to be made even if no change is requested, say for a 
specific character area, because another submitter might attack that status. That happened in the 
Auckland Unitary Plan process when residents failed to get a remedy for not submitting, having 
wrongly assumed they would retain their area protections. 
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Submissions should have evidence and preferably expert witness support.  Useful evidence will be 
WCC’s own reports.  That includes the 2019 Boffa Miskill report on character areas and the WCC 
“Pre-amendment version of the draft Spatial Plan (WCC released on 8 June 2021)”, link below. 
 
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/26d22f28f04146709528714a4c4a2689/page/Map-Builder/  
 
That Pre-Amendment version recommended stripping protection from only 50% of the character 
areas, and was completed after lots of work by officers, including walk-abouts; evidence gathering; 
and consideration of thousands of public submissions.  Hopefully it would have some weight with 
hearing Commissioners. 
 
Readers will recall that it was a small majority of Councillors who rejected that recommended spatial 
plan and reduced character protection so severely in voting through unwelcome amendments last 
June (2021). 
 
At the panel hearings stage, only those who have made new post-notification submissions are able 
to be heard.  It will be important for submitters to consider whether they have expert witnesses, and 
be prepared to answer questions from hearing Commissioners and even to cross examine other 
submitters who may have contrary views.   
 
Kainga Ora (Housing Corp) and Generation Zero have consistently argued for even greater 
intensification and further reduction in all character protections. They are most likely to be among 
those submitters opposing heritage and arguing for further character area reduction. 
 
After the hearing panel makes its decision on character area protection, it will make a 
recommendation to the Council.  The Council can either accept or reject it.  If it rejects the hearing 
panel recommendations, then the issue would be referred to the Minister for the Environment (Hon 
David Parker) for decision.  It may be possible to seek a judicial review of that decision, but such 
cases in the High Court can be very costly and risky. 
 
HPW hopes Councillors will restore areas of heritage and character protection when they vote on 23 
June.  We intend to make further submissions about heritage and character matters on the notified 
district plan, and will continue to advocate for recognition and protection of Wellington’s special 
native timber heritage suburbs. There will be a vast increase in capacity for new housing following 
the new MDRS (3 by 3) rules, without the need for destruction of Wellington’s inner city heritage 
suburbs. 
 
The Government’s policy (implemented by its affiliated Councillors) is misguided and mistaken.  It 
risks the unnecessary destruction of our heritage. HPW fully supports Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern’s 2016 comments (as Labour’s Arts, Culture and Heritage spokesperson), that the 
demolition rule was a “response to a very real problem - the loss of special character buildings, and 
that need hasn’t suddenly disappeared”. At the time, she urged the Council to “ensure a solution 
that safeguards the heritage in our communities”.   
 
 

Emissions from Building Materials – Felicity Wong  
 

Recently the issue of "embodied carbon emissions" has been in the news.  They come from the 
manufacture and use of materials and products in buildings across their lifespan (construction to 
deconstruction). 
 
The Government's new emissions reduction plan says buildings are responsible for 15% of New 
Zealand's long-lived greenhouse gas emissions, and a third of those are from their materials. The 
biggest problems are steel, timber, concrete and plasterboard - all markets in which Fletcher is 
dominant. 
 
Embodied emissions are 5% of long-lasting greenhouse gases and Building Minister Poto Williams 
recently said the sector can cut its emissions.  The adoption of innovative low-emissions building 
materials and approaches are being encouraged. 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/26d22f28f04146709528714a4c4a2689/page/Map-Builder/
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Ross Taylor (CE of Fletcher Building) recently acknowledged the climate impact of products 
manufactured by its companies Golden Bay Cement, Fletcher Insulation, Firth, Fletcher Steel, and 
Winstone Wallboards.  "The embodied emissions of products used in buildings are as important as 
the operating emissions of the building itself” he said.  Fletcher and Winstone clearly appreciate the 
need to reduce their product's carbon footprint.  
 
By contrast, HPW has consistently advocated for repurposing and recycling of old buildings as a 
significant green contributor to lower our emissions. 
 
(With material reported by Jonathan Milne, Newsroom). 

 
 

Home Restorers Group – Christina Mackay 
 
The group is convened by Christina Mackay, Architect, adjunct research fellow at the Wellington 
School of Architecture and HPW committee member. For the next meeting Win Clark will present a 
session on Brickwork and Chimneys. Win Clark is a structural engineering consultant who has made 
a significant contribution to earthquake engineering in New Zealand. 
 
Details are yet to be finalised. If you would like to be notified of this, and future events, please 
contact Christina at christina.mackay@vuw.ac.nz  

 
 

Past Events 
 

Sunday 1 May, 2pm. About 25 
members and guests heard two 
presentations with a Newtown 
theme, followed by refreshments: 
 
First, Mary O’Keeffe gave a lively 
presentation called “Gowns, 
streams and essence of filth – an 
archaeological view of life in 
Newtown, Wellington.” 
 
Mary is a consultant archaeologist 
who has been lurking around 
Wellington archaeology for about 35 
years.  Some of that time spent 
lurking was for DoC and Heritage 
New Zealand, but since 1996 she 
has run her consultancy, Heritage 

Solutions. 
 
In her work Mary has investigated some fantastic and fascinating sites, which all contribute to the 
story of what it means to be a New Zealander today, and how archaeology shows us how we got 
here. 
 
Next, continuing the focus on Newtown, Emelie Clarke and Martin Hanley provided an update over 
Zoom on their computer supported design about how the main roads of Newtown could house more 
residents while retaining heritage. Emelie, a Masters student at Victoria University’s School of 
Architecture, is working with Martin Hanley of Red Design architects. Martin is one of the founders 
of the Newtown festival, which he is planning to bring back next year after Covid prompted 
cancellations.  
 

mailto:christina.mackay@vuw.ac.nz
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Historic Places Wellington is supporting the design to show creative alternatives to the blanket 
‘upzoning’ of much of pre 1930s Newtown (and all inner city suburbs), which is a serious threat to 
wooden Victorian and Edwardian houses which are a distinctive feature of Wellington. The aim is to 
show visually how more houses can be created by targeting ‘brown fields’ sites close to public 
transport.  
 
At the suggestion of a member, we voted by a show of hands to support the Newtown Residents 
Association proposal to restrict intensification to areas near Riddiford St town centre in its 
“alternative plan” for Newtown. (Photo above by Deb Cranko). 
 
 

Upcoming Events    
 

Sunday 3 July 2pm – 4pm. Visit to 
the Wellesley Boutique Hotel. 2- 8 
Maginnity Street, Stout Street precinct.  
 
The Wellesley hotel is a 1920s neo-
Georgian Style Heritage Category One 
building, designed by architect William 
Gray Young (1885-1962), with historical 
connections to Wellington’s founding. It 
was built between 1925-27 for the 
Wellesley Club, established in 1891 as a 
‘junior club’ offshoot of the Wellington Club, 
founded in the 1840s. Wellesley was the 
family name for the Duke of Wellington, 
and both the Wellington and Wellesley 

clubs were established to be the equivalents of London gentlemen’s clubs - places to “socialise, 
drink, dine, relax and occasionally reside.” (Photo by Vivienne Morrell) 
  
In the 1990s a majority shareholding was sold by the Club and the building became a heritage hotel 
/ function centre. Since 2009 it has been owned by a group of private investors associated with the 
Westminster Lodge of Freemasons. The remaining part of the second-floor billiard room is now the 
Freemason’s meeting room. Further significant renovations are planned during the next 18 months. 
Freemasons was established in Wellington in 1842, bringing to New Zealand a ‘fraternal 
organisation’ which emphasises personal development, fellowship and supports charity and 
community service. https://teara.govt.nz/en/mens-clubs/page-4  See the Wellesley website for more 
information. 
 
Stuart Brooker and architect Warwick Bell will discuss their long-standing commitment to preserving 
and renewing this significant building and provide an opportunity to visit parts of the building not 
normally open to the public.  
 
Time: There will be a talk at 2 p.m., then a visit of the building and afternoon tea at 3.30 p.m.  
 
Cost: Free for Historic Places Wellington members. There will be a charge of $20 for non-members, 
but to encourage them to join us (this will be our first event of the new financial year) the event will 
be free if they join HPW – membership is $30 for individuals and $45 for families for a year. 
 
RSVP: Please RSVP to Vivienne at wgtn@historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz  

 
 

Sunday 14 August, 2pm, St Peter’s Church Garden Room. Our AGM, followed by 
speaker WCC Councillor Iona Pannett 
 
Please note the date and we hope to see as many of you as possible. Papers for the AGM will be 
included with our August newsletter. 
 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/mens-clubs/page-4
https://wellesleyboutiquehotel.co.nz/
mailto:wgtn@historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz
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Other events that may be of interest 
 
Friends of Turnbull Library talk: Wednesday 8 June, 5.30 pm. Adrian Humphris, City Archivist on 
“The architecture of Thomas Turnbull & Son”. Thomas Turnbull and Son was a prominent and well-
recognised architectural practice of the late 19th and early 20th century. The firm, led by Thomas 
Turnbull and later his son William, had a prolific output, designing at least 120 buildings from the 
early 1890s until the 1940s. Please see the Friends website for details of this event. It can also be 
watched online. https://turnbullfriends.org.nz/whats-on-events/  
 
Impacts of the new Government planning framework on Wellington’s urban fabric 
Tuesday 14 June, 5.30pm. Warren & Mahoney’s offices, Warren & Mahoney Architects Cable 
Street, Wellington Central, Wellington.  
Cost: free for UDINZ (Urban Institute of NZ) members, $30 for non-members. 
Register to attend: https://impacts-planning-framework.lilregie.com/booking/attendees/new 
 
Come along and hear Andrew Crisp (CEO, Ministry of Housing and Urban Development), Liam 
Hodgetts (Chief Planning Officer, Wellington City Council), Graeme McIndoe (Founding Director, 
McIndoe Urban) and Jane O'Loughlin (LIVE WELLington) debate their views on the likely impacts of 
the new Government planning framework on Wellington’s urban fabric. 
This panel session will be chaired by Dame Fran Wilde, Chair of UDINZ. 
  
Talk - Wellington’s roaring 1920s: Topical issues from a hundred years ago - Wellington’s 
Infrastructure Mayor, George Troup. August 23, 5.30 p.m: 
 
Wellington Club, 88 The Terrace, 5.30 for 6 – 7 p.m. talk with bookings for dinner at 7 p.m. possible. 
There will be a charge of $20 for the talk, with refreshments available, and dinner bookings can be 
made separately. Please email richardnorman.nz@outlook.com if you would like to take part. 
 
Wellington’s Infrastructure Mayor, George Troup. 
After retiring as chief architect for the Railways Department, George Troup entered local politics and 
became Wellington's mayor between 1927 and 1931. Using his building and project experience and 
knowledge of how to obtain central government funds he was a forceful (and controversial) 
contributor to the development of Rongotai airport, the National Art Gallery and Dominion Museum, 
Mt Victoria tunnel and many employment generating projects such as Alexandra Road and 
plantings on Mt Victoria. 
 
The talk will be led by Richard Norman, HPW committee member. This session will review the 
achievements of George Troup (knighted in 1931) with help from: Wellington club member, George 
Troup, grandson of the Mayor and Redmer Yska, author of Wellington: biography of a city, a 2006 
history of Wellington City Council and other histories of the city. With transport, planning and 
infrastructure major current issues and a local election coming up, the political and economic 
dramas of the 1920s and early 1930s are newly relevant. 
 
St Andrew’s on the Terrace, a Category 1 historic place, has Wednesday (and occasionally 
Thursday) lunchtime concerts at 12:15pm. Check their website for further details. Old St Paul’s in 
Mulgrave Street (Category 1 historic building) has lunchtime concerts on Thursdays at 12:30 to 1:15 
to the end of July. Check their Facebook page events for updates. 
 
Futuna Chapel opens on the first Sunday of the month, from 11am to 3pm (next on 5 June). A 
trustee will be present to answer your questions. Free entry: a koha is appreciated. Located off 
Friend Street, Karori, Futuna Chapel was designed by John Scott and built in 1961 and is a 
Category 1 historic place. See their Facebook page for updates. 
 
 

St Hilda’s Church, Island Bay (update) 
 
Some of you came on the walking tour of Island Bay that Vivienne led in January 2021 that included 
the 1910-11 Frederic de Jersey Clere designed Anglican Church – St Hilda’s, with its brick frontage 
and wooden nave. It is not a heritage listed building. But if you would like to see how some building 

https://turnbullfriends.org.nz/whats-on-events/
https://impacts-planning-framework.lilregie.com/booking/attendees/new
mailto:richardnorman.nz@outlook.com
https://www.standrews.org.nz/arts-and-events/category/lunch-time-concerts/list
https://www.facebook.com/oldstpauls/
https://www.facebook.com/FutunaChapel/
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owners, with limited funds, cope with an earthquake prone notice on their building, this item on the 
WCC website (although a year old and gets the date of the building wrong) gives some interesting 
background: https://wellington.govt.nz/news-and-events/news-and-information/our-
wellington/2021/03/strengthening-church-to-benefit-community   
 
Photos: the walking group outside St Hilda’s (despite being in January it was a cold day! – image by 
Julie Middleton) and St Hilda’s Church May 2022 (image by Vivienne Morrell) 
 

   
 

 
 

https://wellington.govt.nz/news-and-events/news-and-information/our-wellington/2021/03/strengthening-church-to-benefit-community
https://wellington.govt.nz/news-and-events/news-and-information/our-wellington/2021/03/strengthening-church-to-benefit-community

